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Meeting and Events Calendar - 2022 

 
The Lancaster 
County  
Democratic Party 

Meets on the first Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on January 5  at  7 PM by 
Zoom. 
Katie Crosby Chair, www.lancasterdemocrats.com.  
Link to RSVP 

LCDP  
Executive Com-
mittee Meeting 

Meets on the third Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will be on January 17 at 7 PM.  
Link to RSVP 

SCCL 
Democrats 
 

Meet on the second Wednesday of each month in person or by Zoom. For information, contact Mike 
Diamond, President, Sun City Carolina Lakes Democrats (jmikesccldiamond@yahoo.com).  
 

LCDP Democratic 
Women 

Meet on the third Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on January 19 at 7 PM 
Link to RSVP  

Dem Good Time 
Social 

Meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be on January 25 at the 
Hickory Tavern in Indian Land at 6 PM. 

First Day Walk January 1 (See Bulletin Board Below) 

MLK Parade Join us for the MLK Parade, Lancaster, January 14, at 3 PM 

 
If you know of events that would be of interest to our members, please send them to the newsletter email to be included in the next issue. 
For current events and meetings, also check out the Events section on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems 

 
LCDP Bulletin Board 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications are now open for the 2023 James E. Clyburn Fellowship! 

The deadline to apply is January 13. Twenty participants will be selected for the 
2023 class. They will meet at the Fowler Center (Democratic Party Headquar-
ters in Columbia) for four weekend sessions (Saturday and half-day Sunday) 
beginning in February.  All participants will be required to have been vaccinat-
ed—unless an individual has a medical exception. (Click here to apply or for 
more information.) 

http://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
https://www.mobilize.us/lancastercountydemocraticparty/event/419501/
https://www.mobilize.us/lancastercountydemocraticparty/event/419502/?followup_modal_context=newsletter&timeslot=2980828
mailto:mikesccldiamond@yahoo.com
mailto:mikesccldiamond@yahoo.com
https://www.mobilize.us/lancastercountydemocraticparty/event/419503/?followup_modal_context=newsletter&timeslot=2980840
https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://scdp.org/our-party/clyburn-fellowship-app-2023/?link_id=1&can_id=6859c3870a6934fec2caa6993ee576a5&source=email-applications-are-open-6&email_referrer=email_1768752&email_subject=applications-are-open
https://scdp.org/our-party/clyburn-fellowship-app-2023/?link_id=1&can_id=6859c3870a6934fec2caa6993ee576a5&source=email-applications-are-open-6&email_referrer=email_1768752&email_subject=applications-are-open
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State and Local Issues 
Note:  Contact information for representatives in the SC Legislature and US Congress 
is in the Reference Section. 

 
South Carolina Legislature 

 
When the SC Legislature begins its 2023 session this month, it will be with a House in which the Republicans hold more 
than two-thirds (88 of 124) of the seats for the first time. Of the seven Democrats who lost their seats, five of them were 
African American women. However, Democrats will have more to worry about than just the Republicans who outnumber 
them. The entire environment has changed. In years past Speakers emphasized kindness and congeniality, and members 
were courteous to each other, regardless of party. Now civility seems to have become an endangered species. A group of 
very conservative Republicans has created a Freedom Caucus that has attacked other Republicans this year for not sup-
porting a total abortion ban or other socially conservative positions. Some members take photos of the board where 
House votes are posted and use them to cause problems for colleagues by posting the photos on social media. Murrell 
Smith, R-Sumter, was elected Speaker of the House. Smith, who appears to be a reasonable, more moderate, courteous 
Republican, will likely have his hands full just trying to maintain some control over the more radical segments of his party.   
 
Two of the laws passed in previous sessions are still blocked—the Fetal Heartbeat Law by the SC Supreme Court and the 
Execution by Firing Squad or Electric Chair law by a Richland County judge. On January 5, the SC Supreme Court will 
hear arguments over the constitutionality of the firing squad option. This could be Richard Moore’s last chance to avoid 
execution.  

 
On December 6, the House met to elect new officers.  Rep. Murrell Smith (Sumter) was chosen as the Speaker of the 
House, Rep. Tommy Pope (York) was re-elected to the position of Speaker Pro Tempore,  Rep. Davey Hiott (Pickens) will 
be the Majority Leader, and Rep. Todd Rutherford (Richland) will be the Minority Leader. 
 
This was not an election year for the Senate, so leadership positions will carry over. These positions are Sen. Thomas 
Alexander (Oconee) as President, Sen. Shane Massey (Edgefield) as Majority Leader, Sen. Brad Hutto (Orangeburg) as 
Minority Leader, Sen. Harvey Peeler (Cherokee) as Senate Finance Chair, and Sen. Greg Hembree (Horry) as Senate 
Education Chair. 
  

https://www.postandcourier.com/ap/new-speaker-will-lead-vastly-different-south-carolina-house/article_fde1ec7c-759d-11ed-82b8-531c0d80e9b9.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%2012722&utm_content=Politics%2012722+CID_397ef2f30518d416eac4ed073ff0028f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Associated%20Press
https://www.postandcourier.com/ap/new-speaker-will-lead-vastly-different-south-carolina-house/article_fde1ec7c-759d-11ed-82b8-531c0d80e9b9.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%2012722&utm_content=Politics%2012722+CID_397ef2f30518d416eac4ed073ff0028f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Associated%20Press
http://insertmedia.office.microsoft.com
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Of the 300 pieces of legislation pre-filed by the Senate and the 500 by the House, many are related to education and 
school safety. Three of the bills pre-filed by a conservative group of legislators  “would make it illegal to provide medica-
tion or surgery for people under 21 to transition to another gender. One bill, filed by a member of the hard-right S.C. 
House Freedom Caucus, would ban hormonal treatment for anyone under 18.” This is an effort they began during this 
past year’s legislative session. In response to conservative pressures, MUSC has announced they have discontinued 
providing hormonal therapy to minors.  
 
Note: To find out what is happening in the legislature, go to https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php 
 
SC News 
 
Rep. Ralph Norman---Texts have surfaced that were sent to Mark Meadows by Rep. Norman three days before Presi-
dent Biden was sworn into office. In the texts, he suggested that declaring martial law and giving the presidency back to 
Trump would be the only way to save the Republic. However, instead of martial law, he spelled it “marshall” law. Just days 
before he had said (as an argument against impeaching Trump), “With the inauguration of Joe Biden just a few short days 
away, we should place our focus on ensuring a peaceful transition.” Apparently, he was trying to protect himself by seem-
ing to be on the right side of the law while privately agitating for insurrection and treason. (See the Opinions Section below 
for a link to a very well-done article about Norman in the Post and Courier.)  
 
Presidential Primaries---President Biden and the DNC have proposed reordering the presidential primaries by putting 
South Carolina first in line. He wants to reward the voters of South Carolina for saving his White House bid in 2020 by al-
lowing them to be the first to weigh in on who will the Democratic nominee. 
 
Rep. Jim Clyburn---US House Democrats chose Rep. Jim Clyburn to be assistant Democratic leader. He will be the 
number four House Democrat and the only elder statesman at a time when the Democratic Party leadership is changing 
to a younger generation.   
 
State Legislatures’ Power over Federal Elections--- On May 29, 1787, Charles Pinckney, a Revolutionary War hero, 
U.S. senator, and three-time governor of South Carolina, as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, 
presented a plan. There are no written records of his plan, and no one is sure how much it may have influenced the final 
version of the Constitution. Nevertheless, North Carolina Republicans are citing Pinckney’s plan as a reason to ask the 
US Supreme Court to put almost complete power over federal elections in the hands of state legislatures and to ask to be 
allowed to throw out congressional maps drawn at the direction of the NC Supreme Court. South Carolina legislators 
would also like to have that power without interference from state and federal courts.  
  
Back Pay for Military---Senator Lindsey Graham plans to initiate legislation to give back pay to military members who 
were discharged during the pandemic because they did not obey the Covid vaccine mandate.  
 
Same-Sex and Interracial Marriage Bill---South Carolina Republicans Nancy Mace and Tom Rice voted with the Demo-
crats in the US House to pass the bill to protect same-sex and interracial marriages. All other South Carolina Republicans 
voted against it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.islandpacket.com/news/politics-government/article270044452.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/health/musc-ends-hormone-therapy-for-transgender-kids-following-sc-statehouse-conservative-backlash/article_9a3e2646-7fbf-11ed-a24c-8bbf3f1b0a57.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Palmetto%20Politics%20122122&utm_content=Palmetto%20Politics%20122122+CID_60be9cf60340bc00bb3c2c5562c9fe3f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=no%20longer%20providing%20hormonal%20treatments
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/scs-ralph-norman-faces-calls-to-resign-over-martial-law-text-message-to-mark-meadows/article_95c38b86-7b20-11ed-8bee-cbd0e3aaf205.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Palmetto%20Politics%20121422&utm_content=Palmetto%20Politics%20121422+CID_2516413477cf7125eb1f387ec0eb9bde&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=facing%20pressure%20to%20resign
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/biden-asks-democrats-make-south-carolina-first-in-the-nation-presidential-primary-state/article_3025eb7a-71de-11ed-ad05-e33627b12e0b.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Palmetto%20Politics%2012222&utm_content=Palmetto%20Politics%2012222+CID_9485b1538318e4ab5ec1a6b0810f10f2&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=make%20South%20Carolina%20the%20partys%20first-in-the-nation%20primary
https://www.postandcourier.com/ap/clyburn-elected-house-dems-assistant-leader-averts-contest/article_bcbbddda-71d7-11ed-8a32-9bff4fd6f6fa.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Palmetto%20Politics%2012222&utm_content=Palmetto%20Politics%2012222+CID_9485b1538318e4ab5ec1a6b0810f10f2&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Read%20more%20about%20the%20brief%20challenge%20Clyburn%20faced
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/sc-founding-fathers-constitution-controversy-swirls-in-key-supreme-court-case/article_4ca6d0b2-77eb-11ed-bf33-b3c9f359431f.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%2012122022&utm_content=Politics%2012122022+CID_d83c4b776967158b65767961e57f8f4f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Read%20more%20about%20this%20unique%20South%20Carolina%20connection
https://www.postandcourier.com/militarydigest/sc-sen-lindsey-graham-says-troops-kicked-out-over-covid-mandate-should-receive-back-pay/article_2591549c-77d8-11ed-a9ce-2b2946220e62.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%2012122022&utm_content=Politics%2012122022+CID_d83c4b776967158b65767961e57f8f4f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Read%20more%20in%20this%20story
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#inbox/FMfcgzGrbRZxRbrFvfPnnSXJLsBdZNnL
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#inbox/FMfcgzGrbRZxRbrFvfPnnSXJLsBdZNnL
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Editorial and Opinions Section 
Please consider sharing your opinion messages as your time permits. I will put in comments and articles of any 
length. We need to share with each other. Your opinion and perspective are greatly valued here. Please submit to 
Attn: Associate Editor, Jennifer Jewett at lcdpscnews@gmail.com. Thanks!! 
 
 
This caustic article by the Post and Courier’s Brian Hicks criticizing Ralph Norman is a must-read if you have been made 
frustrated and angry by the egregious behavior of Congressman Ralph Norman. Hicks presents a highly critical, but also 
humorous, picture of Congressman Norman. He concludes that “despite a growing sentiment among South Carolinians 
(including the  Post and Courier editorial staff) that he is unfit for office,” we are stuck with him.  Because the fifth 
congressional district is so gerrymandered, Ralph Norman is unlikely to ever lose an election. 
 
 
Post and Courier: “Hicks: The real coup here is how Ralph Norman keeps getting reelected,” December 18, 2022 
 
The December 18 article by Brian Hicks of The Post and Courier delineates the fog-brained utterances and actions of 
Ralph Norman. Hicks expresses the sad point that his constituents can’t do anything about it. First, because of 
gerrymandering, but maybe also because too many of them are enveloped by the great fog. 
                
 Jennifer Jewett, Editor, Editorial and Opinions Section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/commentary/hicks-the-real-coup-here-is-how-ralph-norman-keeps-getting-reelected/article_b4127482-7c90-11ed-8bcd-172e16f44665.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/commentary/hicks-the-real-coup-here-is-how-ralph-norman-keeps-getting-reelected/article_b4127482-7c90-11ed-8bcd-172e16f44665.html
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Can we find some common ground? 
 

     Although Democrats kept control of the Senate, they are outnumbered by nine seats in the House. Progress was very 
difficult when Democrats had a narrow majority in both bodies, and it increasingly appears the hostilities between the two 
parties are so great the country is at risk of being torn apart. If the country is to be saved, we must find some common 
ground. To do that, we must first understand each other and understand our own beliefs and values.  
     Many people have acquired their political beliefs by osmosis from their family, their neighbors, the members of their 
churches, and their other social groups instead of by analytic thought. This is especially true here in the South, where for 
many, the Republican Party is the only accepted social norm. Emotion-based beliefs are much more resistant to intellec-
tual persuasion. 
      Although it is difficult to find unbiased media sources, the chart below is composed as much as possible from a com-
bination of nonpartisan sources combined with a few comments based on personal observations. Few of either party 
agree with all the positions their party supports, making it impossible to define precisely what a Republican or a 
Democrat is.   Wikipedia is the source for researched sections in which no other source is provided. Comments that arise 
from observation only are in parentheses 
Issue  Republicans (Wikipedia) 

 
Democrats (Wikipedia) 
 

Overview In general, Republicans oppose 
abortion rights, funding to Planned 
Parenthood, the Affordable Care 
Act (except for those who need it),  
gun control, an increased minimum 
wage, the estate tax, tax increas-
es, and government control of 
business and the environment. 
They support school choice, free 
markets, and individual achieve-
ment. Republicans favor support 
for corporations and businesses 
because they believe they provide 
jobs that allow individuals to sup-
port themselves.  Republicans are 
more divided on some topics, such 
as climate change.  

 Democratic platforms have sought to protect 
and spend on social programs, the ACA,  
labor unions, consumer protection, work-
place safety regulation, equal opportunity, 
racial equality, regulation against pollution of 
the environment, abortion rights, same-sex 
marriage, LGBTQ rights,  and an easier 
pathway to citizenship for illegal immigrants. 
Democrats believe the extremely wealthy 
should pay a larger share for the programs 
that benefit all citizens, especially the less 
able. Democrats tend to agree with the sci-
entific consensus on climate change and 
support clean energy.  

Abortion Oppose abortion rights Support Roe v. Wade  
Health Care Oppose the single-payer health 

care system in favor of a personal 
or employer-based system of in-
surance 

In favor of universal health care or govern-
ment-supported affordable access to health 
care for all Americans 
  

Entitlements (Social Security, Medi-
care, and Medicaid) 

Most Republican politicians would 
like to abolish the entitlements. 
(However, non-wealthy Republi-
cans as well as Democrats depend 
on Social Security and Medicare 
and appreciate it.) (Denver Post) 

Strongly support protection and expansion of 
entitlements 

Second Amendment Oppose gun control of any kind 
 

Support for the second amendment but with 
reasonable regulations—background 
checks, closed loopholes, keeping all fire-
arms out of the hands of the unstable and 
underage, and keeping assault-type weap-
ons out of the hands of the general public   

Education Support school choice through 
charter schools and vouchers for 
private schools. Support prayer in 
schools 

Support quality free public education for all 
children, affordable higher education, and 
retraining of the workforce through access to 
trade schools. Support separation of church 
and state, diversity of religions, and 
 no prayer in schools 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_positions_of_the_Republican_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_positions_of_the_Democratic_Party
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/06/20/medicare-social-security-cuts-budget/
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Taxes Reduced income taxes spur GDP 
growth. Believe the tax system was 
unfairly targeted at those who cre-
ate jobs and wealth 

Favor tax code more favorable to the middle 
class and closing loopholes and tax havens 
for the very wealthy (Investopedia) 

Balanced Budget Congressional Republicans have 
proposed a constitutional amend-
ment to balance the budget, cou-
pled with the reform of (defunding 
of) the entitlements, but the party is 
in disagreement about what needs 
to be done (Washington Post) 
(Republican politicians favor less 
spending on taking care of the 
needs of people and more spend-
ing on tax relief to encourage peo-
ple to take responsibility for  them-
selves and to encourage business 
to provide jobs.) 
 

Support a balanced budget but would not 
balance the budget by gutting the programs 
essential to non-wealthy Americans. (Demo-
cratic politicians are more inclined to spend 
large amounts of money on social issues 
with benefits for lower-income citizens, infra-
structure like roads, affordable health care,  
public education, and aid to other countries.) 

Sexual Orientation and LGBTQ 
Rights 

Oppose same-sex marriage as the 
antithesis of the traditional family 
unit. (However, there are many 
Republicans, including some politi-
cians, who are themselves or have 
family members openly in same-
sex relationships and are support-
ive of them.) 

Support same-sex relationships and an 
adult’s right to choose their sexual orienta-
tion and their gender 

Welfare Eliminate government-run welfare 
programs in favor of private-sector 
nonprofits. Give grants to private 
charities. Promote individual re-
sponsibility. Limits on eligibility to 
prevent abuse. 

 The government should protect and pro-
mote the economic and social well-being of 
the citizens, based upon the principles 
of equal opportunity, equitable distribution of 
wealth, and public responsibility for citizens 
unable to avail themselves of the minimal 
provisions for a good life. 

Affirmative action Mainly against it for women and 
some minorities. Believe it pro-
motes discrimination 

Support affirmative action 

Labor Unions Opposed to labor unions Support labor unions 
Immigration Oppose illegal immigration  Opposed to illegal immigration but support 

the humane treatment of immigrants and are 
more sympathetic to immigrant issues.  
Support a  pathway to citizenship 
for undocumented  immigrants 

Tariffs  Traditionally, Republicans have 
been in favor of free trade policies   
(Politico).  

Democrats, traditionally, have been more 
skeptical of the value of free trade (Foreign 
Policy).  

Women’s  issues According to Fortune, Republicans 
are more than twice as likely as 
Democrats to say that no more 
work is needed to bring about gen-
der equality. 

Democrats believe there is still much work 
that needs to be done to ensure equality and 
protection for women (Fortune).  

Big Business  Pro-business.  Oppose increased 
minimum wage and against gov-
ernment regulation of business   

According to Republican Views, Democrats 
are considered to be more supportive of the 
needs and rights of workers and workers’ 
unions, and more in favor of government 
regulation of big business. 

Environment Market-based solutions to envi- Agree with the scientific consensus on cli-

https://www.investopedia.com/comparing-the-economic-plans-of-trump-and-biden-4843240
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/04/12/the-balanced-budget-amendment-is-a-joke-says-famed-gop-deficit-hawk-alan-sim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equal_opportunity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distribution_of_wealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distribution_of_wealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illegal_immigrants
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/26/trump-tariffs-republicans-trade-740571
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/11/05/the-trade-war-inside-the-democratic-party/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/11/05/the-trade-war-inside-the-democratic-party/
https://fortune.com/2017/10/18/gender-equality-in-america/
http://fortune.com/2017/10/18/gender-equality-in-america/
https://www.republicanviews.org/democratic-views-on-big-business/
https://www.republicanviews.org/democratic-views-on-big-business/
https://www.republicanviews.org/democratic-views-on-big-business/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_consensus_on_climate_change
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ronmental problems. Economic 
prosperity and environmental pro-
tection must advance together. 
Some politicians promote climate 
change denial. 

mate change. Support regulations against 
pollution of the environment and support pro-
tection and conservation of areas set aside, 
like national parks, where commercial inter-
ests are banned. 

The Police Strongly support the police. (Some 
believe Democrats want to defund 
the police. Are less sympathetic to 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
when it clashes with police. Are 
more concerned about having pro-
tection from crime than police ag-
gression.) 

Do not generally want to defund the police. 
Support the police but would like to see po-
lice receive more training on how to deal with 
unstable situations without killing the un-
armed or resorting to unreasonable aggres-
sion. Are sympathetic to Black Lives Matter 
movement 

Diversity Less positive views on growing 
diversity in the country  (Pew Re-
search) 
 

  Support diversity 

Foreign Policy Focus more on problems here at 
home and less on the rest of the 
world (Politico)  

Democrats favor foreign aid for distressed 
countries, cooperating with allies to solve 
problems, and supporting international insti-
tutions like the UN and NATO. (Republican 
Views).  

Federal Government vs States’ 
Rights 

Support smaller federal govern-
ment and more power in hands of 
states  

Favor stronger involvement of the federal 
government (republicans-vs-democrats-
views-government-size).  Without Federal 
contributions and oversight, the states have 
no enforceable requirement to take adequate 
care of their residents. 

Message Republican politicians are more 
united in their message and, to 
some extent, have a mantra that is 
limited to a few issues--anti-
abortion, pro-guns, family values, 
lower taxes, smaller federal gov-
ernment, oppose socialism, pro-
mote personal responsibility, and 
put America first. 

Democratic politicians have less of a mantra 
and tend to not want to distill their wish list to 
a few items. Democratic politicians are often 
more divided by their progressive and mod-
erate wings and less united in their mes-
sage, but most would agree on a message 
that the government needs to take care of 
and protect the rights of all of its citizens, but 
especially of those who are less wealthy, 
less able, and more often the target of dis-
crimination and prejudice. 

 
 
 
 
 

2022 Election Results 
 Republicans Democrats Independents Seats Vacant Total 
House  222 212  1* 435 
 Senate 49 48 3**  100 
*   Rep. Donald McEachin, D-Virginia, died on November 28, after having won the election.  
** The three Independents in the Senate caucus with the Democrats, giving the Democratic Party a majority of 51.   
    Democrat Warnock won the Georgia senate runoff against Walker 51.4% to 48.6%. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_consensus_on_climate_change
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/06/14/most-americans-express-positive-views-of-countrys-growing-racial-and-ethnic-diversity/ft_18-06-11_diversity_democrats-far-more-likely/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/06/14/most-americans-express-positive-views-of-countrys-growing-racial-and-ethnic-diversity/ft_18-06-11_diversity_democrats-far-more-likely/
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/10/22/trump-nationalist-926745
https://www.republicanviews.org/democratic-views-on-foreign-policy/
https://www.republicanviews.org/democratic-views-on-foreign-policy/
https://classroom.synonym.com/republicans-vs-democrats-views-government-size-7737.html
https://classroom.synonym.com/republicans-vs-democrats-views-government-size-7737.html
http://clipart-library.com/search1/?q=Democrats%20and%20republicans#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=Democrats%20and%20republicans&gsc.page=1
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 Biden’s Cabinet 
 

Office Person Office Person 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken Secretary of Treasury Janet Yellen 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin Attorney General Merrick Garland 
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo Secretary of Labor Martin Walsh 
Secretary of Health and 
Human Services 

Xavier Becerra Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development 

Marcia Fudge 

Secretary of Transporta-
tion 

Pete Buttigieg Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm 

Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs 

Denis McDonough 

Secretary of Homeland   
Security 

Alejandro Mayorkas   

Cabinet-level Officials 
White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain US Trade Representative Katherine Tai 
Director of National         
Intelligence 

Avril Haines Director of the CIA William J. Burns 

Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection   
Agency 

Michael S. Regan Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration 

Isabel Casillas Guzman 

Director of the  
Office of Management and 
Budget 

Shalanda Young US Ambassador to the  
United Nations 

Linda Thomas Greenfield 

Chair of the Council of 
Economic Advisors 

Cecilia Rouse US Presidential Envoy for 
Climate 

John Kerry 

Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology 
Policy—Science Advisor 
to the President 

Arati Prabhakar   

Other 
Chairman DNC Jaime Harrison Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre 
Deputy Chief of Staff Jen O’Malley Dillon Chief Medical Adviser Dr. Anthony Fauci 
Deputy Chief of Staff Bruce Reed   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Get to know President Biden’s cabinet and Staff 
You will find information on all of them on this website. 

Note: All cabinet photos are public domain from Wikipedia. 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Joe_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arati_Prabhakar
https://dedipic.com/render/joe-biden-lowpoly-style-portrait-sticker/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Joe_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Joe_Biden
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  The Third Year 
We begin our third year with a Democratic president and a Republican-majority House. Moving forward will be difficult for 
Biden, but he has been able to accomplish some good things over the first two years without the cooperation of Congress. 
Even though there was a Democratic majority in the House and a narrow majority in the Senate, even dealing with his 
own party was worse than herding cats. Every action that required congressional approval was a challenge. The GOP, 
although outnumbered, managed to frequently block progress. Reflecting on the first two years and the gains that were 
made despite the obstacles that had to be surmounted may give you a hopeful outlook for 2023. 
        

Some Accomplishments 
• $1.2 million bipartisan infrastructure package 
• $1.9 million Covid relief deal – American Rescue Plan 
• The most federal judges appointed since former President Reagan  (forty-one appointed in his first year. Eighty 

percent of the appointments were women and fifty-three percent were people of color.) 
• A freeze on federal executions 
• An ambitious agenda to combat climate change in cooperation with international allies 
• Support for transgender service members. 
• Reduced unemployment 
• Inflation Reduction Act to bring down costs, and reduce the deficit 
• Improved health care for veterans 
•  CHIPS and Science Act to accelerate semiconductor manufacturing in the United States. 
•  Bipartisan Safer Communities Act to combat gun violence. The law requires people under 21 to undergo en-

hanced background checks, closes the “boyfriend loophole,” and provides funding to address youth mental 
health. Biden also combated gun violence through executive orders. 

• Restored American leadership on the world stage 
• Ended America’s longest war. After more than 20 years in Afghanistan, Biden brought our troops home. 
• Signed legislation to reauthorize and strengthen the Violence Against Women Act through 2027. 
• Expanded health care to millions of Americans through the ACA. 
• Appointed the first Black woman to the US Supreme Court. 
• Covid-19 Hate Crimes Act 
• Postal Service Reform Act 
• Ocean Shipping Reform Act 
• National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (included a pay increase for service members) 
• Emmett Till Antilynching Act (makes lynching a federal crime) 
• Juneteenth National Independence Day Act 
• State and Local Government Cybersecurity Act of 2021 (requires the Department of Homeland Security to collab-

orate with state, local, tribal and territorial governments on cybersecurity) 
• Bills on crime and policing, including the Public Safety Officer Support Act of 2022, the Homicide Victims’ Fami-

lies’ Rights Act of 2021, the Capitol Police Emergency Assistance Act of 2021, and the Supreme Court Police 
Parity Act of 2022. 

• New fuel economy standards. 
• Support for Ukraine and sanctions against Russia  
• Kept control of the Senate and lost fewer House seats than expected during the midterm elections. 
• Bipartisan law to protect same-sex and interracial marriages (The Respect for Marriage Act), 
• Bipartisan legislation to prevent a rail strike before Christmas.o 
• Passed funding to keep the government going until September of 2023 without resorting to a shutdown. 

 
 
More controversial, even within his own party, have been his immigration policies, the forgiveness of the federal student 
loans program, and the trade of “the Merchant of Death” for Brittney Griner. Critics argued that Paul Whelan was more 
deserving of the exchange and that trading a dangerous criminal for an American with a minor offense would make kid-
napping Americans more attractive to rogue countries and terrorists. 
Sources:  Newsweek, DNC, Politifact 
 
 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/01/politics/senate-rail-vote/index.html?utm_term=1669922968061a016bfe30249&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=j0QV8FsGMrj6zYA9RGgbNZJwT%2BQ62tCcuL%2FRfQTczhPuVNVc9i2CCx61Nozjk0pa&bt_ts=1669922968064
https://nypost.com/2022/12/08/brittney-griner-free-but-critics-say-viktor-bout-too-high-a-price/
https://www.newsweek.com/joe-biden-biggest-achievements-first-year-president-1670763
https://joebiden.com/accomplishments/
https://www.politifact.com/search/stories/?page=1&q=Threat
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 International 
 

 
 
Ukraine---Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky visited the US in December and addressed the US Congress on De-
cember 21. This was Zelensky’s first overseas trip since the war began. Biden announced the US will send Ukraine a Pa-
triot missile defense system as part of an additional $1.8 billion assistance package. 
 
China---Chinese authorities have been using cellphone data to track down protesters who demonstrated against the gov-
ernment's Covid-19 restrictions. Protesters received phone calls from the police asking about their participation, and some 
were told to report to a police station for questioning. China finally responded to the pressure and rolled back Covid re-
strictions, and they are also beginning to shut down the tracking system.   
 
Haiti---The Biden administration plans to allow more than 100,000 Haitian migrants to stay in the U.S. for at least 18 
months. Haiti is in chaos with crime, gang violence, a breakdown of infrastructure, a lack of clean water and sanitary living 
conditions, and an unstable government. 
 
Germany---The US is not the only country having problems with its far-right extremists. A German prince has been ac-
cused of helping extremists try to overthrow the German government.  
 
 

2023 

2023 is a 

 tabula rasa.   

https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2022/12/22/zelensky-us-congress-speech-full-sot-vpx.cnn?utm_term=16717098176074eeb4b330d5a&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Thursday%2C+December+22%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=YeyK%2Bw3BWUsglFB7q8x3qWBF9cO0EdNrnn4wX1S23lghZG0lp9y53zBQ%2FlfvLPyh&bt_ts=1671709817609
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/20/politics/us-ukraine-munitions-patriot-missiles/index.html?utm_term=16717098176074eeb4b330d5a&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Thursday%2C+December+22%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=YeyK%2Bw3BWUsglFB7q8x3qWBF9cO0EdNrnn4wX1S23lghZG0lp9y53zBQ%2FlfvLPyh&bt_ts=1671709817609
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/02/china/china-beijing-protests-police-mobile-signal-intl-hnk/index.html?utm_term=1669981578565dfb0e8377b30&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Friday%2C+December+2%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=Jn3XfZ5Tl5NoZ2KCSNl3GOHQx%2FegOQW9ZXOtrnya%2FGv176yCags58lZrYLqT%2FnFl&bt_ts=1669981578569
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/05/us/politics/haitians-tps-biden-migrants.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20221206&instance_id=79425&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=115147&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/05/us/politics/haitians-tps-biden-migrants.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20221206&instance_id=79425&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=115147&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/07/world/europe/prince-heinrich-reuss-germany.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20221208&instance_id=79625&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=115355&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a


Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter  Vol 7-1

   

12  
     

 News Points to Review 
November 30---The US House finally was able to get copies of former President Trump’s federal income tax returns. 
Trump had legally resisted turning them over all the way to the US Supreme Court, which refused to intervene on his be-
half on November 30. The US House now has six years of his tax returns. The returns were released to the public on De-
cember 30. If you would like to read them, you will find copies here. 

 
December 1--- A federal appeals court stopped the special master review of the high-security documents former Presi-
dent Trump took to Mar-a-Lago. 
 
December 2---The US economy added 263,000 jobs in November and the unemployment rate remained at 3.7 percent, 
despite the massive layoffs by Twitter, Facebook, HP, and some other big corporations.  
 
December 2---The US Supreme Court agreed to hear a case seeking to block President Biden’s student loan forgiveness 
program. The court is expected to review the case in February, with a decision by June. Due to a long list of legal chal-
lenges, the program will likely remain blocked until then. 
 
December 2---After allowing some previously banned bad actors back onto Twitter, Elon Musk suspended the account of  
Kanye West because he posted a  swastika. Musk said, “it violated the platform's rules on inciting violence.”  
 
December 3---On December 3, former President and 2024 candidate Trump called for the US Constitution to be termi-
nated because it did not support his claim of massive election fraud that stole his presidential win. He said, “A Massive 
Fraud of this type and magnitude allows for the termination of all rules, regulations, and articles, even those found in the 
Constitution.”  He also expressed support for the January 6 rioters and said he is supporting some of them financially. He 
said if he is reelected, he will pardon all those prosecuted and issue a government apology.   
 
December 6---Two Trump Organization companies have been found guilty by a New York jury of committing tax fraud 
and falsifying business records for 15 years by failing to report and pay taxes on compensation for top executives. Trump 
and his family have claimed to be unaware that this was going on, and they have not been charged. However, there is 
evidence that Trump knew because of the checks and paperwork he personally signed. Chief Financial Officer Allen 
Weisselberg, who is no doubt complicit in the fraud, has been left to fall on his sword alone. Very likely he will be hand-
somely rewarded by Trump for his loyalty and his silence. 
 
December 6---Americans without insurance could lose access to Covid care as government funding runs out.  
 
December 3-8---Power was finally restored to North Carolina homes after gun attacks on power stations in Moore County 
began on December 3. Although police have no suspects and the motive is unknown, police suspect terrorists because of 
writing by extremists on online forums encouraging attacks on essential infrastructure. The police also suspect there is a  
connection to domestic terrorism across the country targeting LGBTQ events.   

 
December 8---There were more than 34,000 Covid-19 hospitalizations during the last week of November, but millions of 
vaccines and antiviral treatments remain unused. The government has spent more than 30 billion on Covid-19 vaccines 
and cannot afford to continue spending unless Congress provides it with more money. If the money runs out, there will be 
a transition to the commercial marketing of the vaccines. Pfizer and Moderna have announced that the prices of their vac-
cines will likely be between $82 and $130 per dose --  about three to four times what the federal government has paid. 
 
December 9---Arizona Sen. Kyrsten Sinema has left the Democratic Party and registered as an independent. It is hoped 
that she will continue to caucus with the Democrats like the other two independents in the Senate—Sens. Bernie Sanders 
of Vermont and Angus King of Maine.  
 
December 15---On December 15, the White House warned that Covid-19 is not over, and it has been joined by the 
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) and influenza. Because cases are on the rise again and expected to get worse, 
the administration is restarting the free at-home Covid-19 test program, permitting each American household to 
order up to four free tests this winter from COVIDTests.gov. 
 
December 19---The last meeting of the January 6 committee took place on December 19. Making history, former 
President Trump was referred to the US Department of Justice for the criminal charges of obstructing an official 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/30/politics/house-ways-and-means-committee-now-has-donald-trumps-federal-tax-returns/index.html?utm_term=16698952571796b1e8f2740bf&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Thursday%2C+December+1%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=IOb5OW0ntjlLD6fT6SWYAcKNfdI2MiVi1j161RqP%2BTVVvEwlMVa%2Bk%2FjbtcMmAhsn&bt_ts=1669895257182
https://www.axios.com/2022/12/30/trump-tax-returns-pdf-documents
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/01/politics/mar-a-lago-special-master/index.html?utm_term=1669934854924d4d6a910b779&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=VdoKr8ZOhws8NhIFgm219tmYbpKoYhYuRiNZLs6zCyuG1Z5DZ4ULJlsrthOIqgAs&bt_ts=1669934854926
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/02/economy/november-jobs-report/index.html?utm_term=1669988545952dc35af8d01bd&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=fk%2BB9czGoMCM5AOhKy8fpn3CcNaxFPwOq2EulcCNC5BPmw2Eop%2FZ0fty9eOQnIFl&bt_ts=1669988545954
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/01/politics/supreme-court-student-loan?utm_term=1669981578565dfb0e8377b30&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Friday%2C+December+2%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=Jn3XfZ5Tl5NoZ2KCSNl3GOHQx%2FegOQW9ZXOtrnya%2FGv176yCags58lZrYLqT%2FnFl&bt_ts=1669981578569
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/02/business/media/kanye-west-twitter-suspension.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20221202&instance_id=79069&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=114774&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/02/tech/elon-musk-kanye-west-twitter-suspension/index.html?utm_term=1669981578565dfb0e8377b30&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Friday%2C+December+2%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=Jn3XfZ5Tl5NoZ2KCSNl3GOHQx%2FegOQW9ZXOtrnya%2FGv176yCags58lZrYLqT%2FnFl&bt_ts=1669981578569
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/03/politics/trump-constitution-truth-social/index.html?utm_term=1670162723459191be6cb6f96&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Sunday%2C+December+4%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=Z3VKP%2BYZ4re3khl%2FbnfckQLW3KQuF3Z3FE2dHnAAXGWnlOs%2FETaT1%2Bfis8EB%2BrE%2F&bt_ts=1670162723464
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/06/politics/trump-organization-fraud-trial-verdict/index.html?utm_term=1670360900114f2d38e177bcd&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=9oHs5N4i2XOsd3DoUU6qvBUHH2GWXThTrglht%2FNmcP2ISe9mBunnhK9TPJLhAj7X&bt_ts=1670360900117
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/06/us/politics/covid-testing-treatment-uninsured.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20221206&instance_id=79425&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=115147&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/08/us/power-outage-moore-county-investigation-thursday/index.html?utm_term=167049990025294c72ee6a2c7&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Thursday%2C+December+8%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=ApqZ9IMpQOxnuW%2BmzrA9yGQsBD%2BKqWAO1tKSw9ZVo%2B8thUnmmFp2O4KUppIzq428&bt_ts=1670499900255
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/08/health/home-delivery-paxlovid-prescription-access/index.html?utm_term=167049990025294c72ee6a2c7&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Thursday%2C+December+8%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=ApqZ9IMpQOxnuW%2BmzrA9yGQsBD%2BKqWAO1tKSw9ZVo%2B8thUnmmFp2O4KUppIzq428&bt_ts=1670499900255
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/09/politics/kyrsten-sinema-leaves-democratic-party/index.html?utm_term=167058492515340e1f308ec1b&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=gj%2FNLiDvvonqfDpa4X4OdiSi%2BNYKhk9hVSxUJvlAulaTYRVLiY7BZ0B%2Ft%2FQ%2BG3IO&bt_ts=1670584925156
https://www.cnn.com/specials/world/coronavirus-outbreak-intl-hnk
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/15/politics/covid-winter-surge-warning-white-house/index.html?utm_term=1671105617167f30b93fdd3e7&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Thursday%2C+December+15%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=lIpdXMm%2BjELDJ0EK7HNJI0sl%2FpVjIO9OHxz1RZw4jiJcMsWHtcanK%2BwQlo7apCzC&bt_ts=1671105617170
https://www.cnn.com/politics/live-news/jan-6-committee-public-meeting/h_0750b060e949730b5ba0cd9922d3c9fa?utm_term=1671478726773b0114236c661&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=a9Iik%2BD4XoR9VLlywSayO78aITzjlUBs7iUpbEX9uUbZXX0%2FyZ6CdNwV0kifW4YF&bt_ts=1671478726775
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proceeding, defrauding the US, making false statements, and giving aid or comfort to an insurrection. He was not 
charged with treason or for trying to overthrow the lawful government of the United States.  
 
Summary of the January 6 committee report. 
 
December 21---The border policy known as Title 42 was scheduled to end on December 21, but the US Supreme Court 
put the termination on hold until a decision could be made about a lawsuit filed by some Republican states  This decision 
will not take place later this year. The Department of Homeland Security projects that up to 14,000 migrants may attempt 
to enter the US each day after the policy ends, which is double the number of migrant attempts while the policy was in 
effect. More than 2,400 migrants crossed over the border near El Paso Texas illegally each day during the weekend of 
December 9-11. As of December 27, there were 1.6 million asylum applications pending in the US from 219 countries. 
The greatest number of those came from  Guatemala, Venezuela, Cuba, and Brazil. This is the largest number of applica-
tions on record. 
The Biden administration has a six-pillar plan to deal with the surge when Title 42 ends. 

1. scaling up ground and air transportation capabilities to transport migrants for processing and to remove them 
2. using a CBP One mobile application to process asylum seekers 
3. increasing referrals for prosecutions for repeat border crossers 
4. working with international partners and nongovernmental agencies on the border to target criminal organi-

zations that smuggle migrants  
5. hiring nearly 1,000 Border Patrol processing coordinators and adding 2,500 contractors and personnel 

from government agencies  
6. adding 10 soft-sided facilities to increase Customs and Border Protection holding capacity by over one-third.  

Meanwhile, the Texas National Guard has installed three more miles of border fencing in the El Paso, Texas, area to help 
deal with the increasing number of migrants.  
 
December 22---Despite the program that requires audits of sitting presidents, the I.R.S. did not audit Trump during the 
first two years of his presidency, but Obama and Biden were audited annually. 
 
December 27---It seems to lie has become an accepted norm for many politicians of both parties and is no barrier to hold-
ing office, but Republican Representative-elect George Santos, New York, may be trying to break some kind of record. He 
appears to have created an entire fantasy biography for himself. He has lied about where he worked, lied about graduat-
ing from college, lied about his family, and lied about being Jewish to a Jewish organization that was supporting him. He 
claimed, that his mother was of Jewish ancestry and that she and her family escaped the Nazis in Ukraine and settled in 
Belgium before coming to the US, He also claimed she was a financial executive working in her World Trade Center office 
when she was killed by the 911 attack. That was modified to “she survived the 911 attack, but was harmed by the ash 
cloud, and died a few years later.” His mother was a native of Brazil before coming to the US and of a family that had 
been in Brazil for at least three generations. Her occupation was a domestic worker or home care worker. No evidence 
could be found of Ukrainian or Jewish ancestry, that the family ever fled the Nazis, or that his mother was anywhere near 
Ground Zero during the 911 attack. She died on December 23, 2016, more than 15 years later. Santos also said he was 
employed by the Wall Street firms Goldman Sachs and Citigroup, but he was never employed by either. He claimed to 
have both undergraduate and graduate degrees, but he never attended any institution of higher learning. He only holds a 
high school equivalency diploma. He has made both claims of wealth and poverty for his family and himself, but there is 
no understanding of how much money he has, how he got it, or if he came by it legally. He is under investigation for his 
financial actions, such as spending $40,000 of his campaign money on air travel. He was charged with checkbook theft 
and fraud when he visited Brazil in 2008, but he did not respond to the court summons and left the country without being 
tried. Despite all his lies to the people who voted for him and his possible ethical and legal violations, he sees no reason 
that he should not keep the office for which he was elected. It would appear that he suffers from the condition of patholog-
ical lying, also known as mythomania and pseudologia fantastica, which is a chronic behavior in which the person habitu-
ally or compulsively lies. It is a symptom of mental illness.  Unfortunately, being truthful, sane, legal, or ethical are not pre-
requisites for holding a federal office, as has been seen with MTG and former president Trump. The only three require-
ments for Congress are residence in the state from which elected, being at least 25 years of age, and having been a citi-
zen of the US for at least seven years. The Constitution even allows convicted felons still serving time in prison to be 
members of Congress. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/19/politics/what-is-in-jan-6-committee-report-summary/index.html?utm_term=167162363173548df72d38fd7&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Wednesday%2C+December+21%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=vt5wPBjO5LLWWgiObIkSa1EuBPrVMJ8oYRJkHM0asUIv0AQ7X4y7lLBieoJz49Yp&bt_ts=1671623631737
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/27/politics/supreme-court-title-42/index.html?utm_term=1672228005095acf17307a802&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Wednesday%2C+December+28%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=7WYYswt9uSdFaIRfscjj1Tl0i13NbYiBJ8gY4gPoGmd5ONzJoXnuaOR4MK5KoVbT&bt_ts=1672228005098
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/12/politics/border-official-el-paso-crossings/index.html?utm_term=1670932266346c587611ffcee&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Tuesday%2C+December+13%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=b5XNo8zF4PjiIv8L21T2YiOOsrdsGd0G%2BmVhop3ujtazY7wSqi68fDNAIGAHidwk&bt_ts=1670932266350
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/26/us/asylum-backlog-highest-record/index.html?utm_term=16721406060332dfa9877db2c&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Tuesday%2C+December+27%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=4RgIdiBPKk6m6myV2BXzWIdsZxrS09MAMiK%2FB0YHBJxCTPel3wbR6ZPre%2FPO1UYB&bt_ts=1672140606036
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/15/politics/title-42-plan-biden/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/27/us/el-paso-border-fencing-title-42/index.html?utm_term=1672228005095acf17307a802&utm_source=cnn_Five+Things+for+Wednesday%2C+December+28%2C+2022&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=7WYYswt9uSdFaIRfscjj1Tl0i13NbYiBJ8gY4gPoGmd5ONzJoXnuaOR4MK5KoVbT&bt_ts=1672228005098
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/21/us/politics/trump-irs-taxes.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20221222&instance_id=80837&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=120535&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://nypost.com/2022/12/29/george-santos-claimed-9-11-led-to-death-of-his-mom-in-2016/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/29/nyregion/george-santos-campaign-finance.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20221230&instance_id=81417&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=121135&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathological_lying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathological_lying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lie
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Traveling Democrats by Jennifer Jewett 
Continuing coverage of our capital city, Columbia 

The Governor’s Mansion 
The Governor’s Mansion is the only building that remains on the grounds of the former Arsenal Military Academy. 
The Arsenal Military Academy was established as a sister institution of The Citadel in Charleston in 1841. All buildings, 
except the present governor’s mansion, were destroyed by Sherman during the Civil War. The officers’ quarters building 
was designated as the governor’s mansion in 1868, and a series of remodelings and refurbishings began. 
Electricity was installed at the end of Wade Hampton’s term, and porcelain bathroom fixtures were 
added.  
 
The house and grounds are at 800 Richland Street, the corner of Richland and Lincoln. Free-of-charge tours of the first 
floor are available for individuals and groups, but you must make an appointment. Holiday events are especially nice. The 
second floor contains the private quarters of the governor and is not open to the public.  
 
The grounds surrounding the mansion contain two more houses of historic interest and an extensive garden. The houses 
can only be viewed from the outside, but the garden is open to everyone with no charge and no appointment required.  
The two houses are the Lace House, constructed in 1854, and the Caldwell-Boylston House, constructed in 1830. The 
office of the ranger and the visitor center, where you go to check in for your tour, are in the basement of the Caldwell-
Boylston House. The histories of both houses are on the mansion website (source: South Carolina Governor’s Mansion). 
 
Since 1868, more than 30 South Carolina governors have lived in the mansion. Governors of South Carolina fall into three 
groups. The first group was governors in the colonial period, which was from the time a government was established until 
1776. There is also a long list of governors appointed when South Carolina was a British colony. A couple of names stand 
out because counties and public buildings are named for them. James Colleton served from November 1686 to the end of 
1690, and Robert Gibbes served from June 1710 to March 1712. After the colonial period, the governors were considered 
presidents of the assembly under the Articles of Confederation. Governors under the Constitution served from 1790 on-
ward. John Rutledge was the first president under the Articles of Confederation. The list of SC governors begins in 1670. 
To read more about them, go to Wikipedia. 
 
Wilson House 
In the same part of Columbia, is the home where Woodrow Wilson lived as a teenager. The home is now a museum of the 
Reconstruction Era. The Wilson House is at 1705 Hampton Street. At the same location is a lovely garden designed by 
landscape architect Andrew Jackson Downing. Also nearby are Benedict College at 1600 Harden Street, and Allen Uni-
versity at 1530 Harden Street. Both were founded in 1870 and served African American students; now, of course, they are 
open to all. Some of you may remember that the excellent Benedict marching band performed in Lancaster’s MLK Parade 
a few years ago. 
 
Churches 
All over Columbia, you can find churches, synagogues, and temples representing different faiths. The 
churches reflect most of the cultures represented. Several churches have excellent music programs, and some of the 
churches have impressive interiors. A good many churches have artistic representations of the Stations of the Cross. The 
Stations of the Cross represent Jesus' final journey from the place of trial to the cross. 
 
Entertainment and Shopping 
The newest entertainment center is The Vista, just west of downtown. It is an old warehouse district, with lots of interest-
ing restaurants. Five Points is a half-mile east of the USC campus and has restaurants, bars, and some interesting shops. 
There are branches of my favorite Columbia restaurant, Miyo’s, on Forest Drive and in the Columbiana Shopping Center. 
My husband and I love their flash-fried green beans and their cold noodles with soy peanut dressing. 
 
Downtown has, of course, changed a lot through the years but is still attractive. A nice landmark is the clock that stands in 
front of Sylvan Jewelers. In the place of former department stores, we now have a more eclectic mixture of shops and  
restaurants. Mast General Store has spread from the Boone, NC area to several SC towns, including Columbia. 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.scgovernorsmansion.org/?sign=n
https://www.scgovernorsmansion.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_governors_of_South_Carolina
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The Governor’s Mansion Building was  construct-
ed in 1855. It became the Governor’s Mansion in 
1868. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina_Governor's_Mansion#/media/File:South_Carolina_Governor's_Mansion,_800_Richland_St.,_columbia_(Richland_County,_South_Carolina).JPG
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Mansion and Grounds 

Caldwell-Boylston House (1830) 

Lace House 1854 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gervais_Stre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
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The Large Drawing Room The State Dining Room 

The Entry Hall 

Lace House 1854 Side view of Mansion 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finlay_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carolina_Coliseu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
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Gov. Fritz Hollings (1959-1963) in the State Dining Room Gov. Dick Riley (1979-1987) in the Hall of Governors 

The Palmetto Dining Room The Charleston Garden 

The Library The Small Drawing Room (portrait of Nikki 
Haley over the mantel) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina#/media/File:AINSLEY_HALL_HOUSE.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hale%E2%80%93Elmore%E2%80%93Seibels_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koger_Center_for_the_Arts
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Entrance to the Governor’s Mansion and Garden is 
free, but you do need to make a reservation for the 
guided tour of the mansion. To see an interactive  
(virtual tour) view of the above map, to reserve tick-
ets, or to learn more about the Governor’s Mansion, 
go to: https://www.scgovernorsmansion.org/ 
 
To see a list of all SC governors and to learn more 
about them go to: Wikipedia 
 

 

https://www.scgovernorsmansion.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_governors_of_South_Carolina


Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter  Vol 7-1

   

20  
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Garden 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmetto_Building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richland_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina_State_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina
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Allen University, Coppin Hall 
Congaree Vista Shopping Area 

Trinity Church 

Woodrow Wilson Home 

Five Points 

Benedict College Original Building 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina#/media/File:Woodrow_Wilson_Columbia,_SC_home.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina#/media/File:Five_Points_Fountain,_Columbia,_SC.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedict_College#/media/File:Benedict_College_in_Columbia_SC_original_building_a_former_plantation_house.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allen_University#/media/File:CoppinHall1.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia,_South_Carolina#/media/File:Lady_Street_edited.jpg
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Should all our anger be forgot 
And never brought to mind? 
Should all our differences be forgot 
For the days of auld lang syne? 
 
For auld lang syne, my foe  
For auld lang syne 
We'll share a cup of kindness yet 
For the sake of auld lang syne 
 
And surely you will do your part 
And surely I'll do  mine! 
We'll try to find agreement yet 
For the sake of auld lang syne 
 
 We two have battled, not a team 
From morning sun till night 
The bills between us rose and fell   
Since the days of auld lang syne 
 
Should old hostilities be forgot  
And never brought to mind 
Should not we find a common ground 
For the sake of auld lang syne 
  
 

 

 

Auld Lang Syne – Times long past when Congress and the 
country was not a political war zone. 

 

http://clipart-library.com/search1/?q=drinking%20elephant%20clipart#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=drinking%20elephant%20clipart&gsc.page=1
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Clip art and Photo Credits 
Click on images to see attribution. 

 
 
 
 

Dem Good 
Time 

We hope 2023 
will be wonderful 

for you! 

http://clipart-library.com/clip-art/donkey-silhouette-clip-art-18.htm
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/286194.htm
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/pi5rE87rT.htm
http://clipart-library.com/search1/?q=Snoopy%20Happy%20New%20Year#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=Snoopy%20Happy%20New%20Year&gsc.page=1
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http://clipart-library.com/search1/?q=Clipart%20Reference%20Section%20of%20Library#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=Clipart%20Reference%20Section%20of%20Library&gsc.page=1
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LCDP Action Teams 
By Jennifer Jewett 

 
Thanks to those who have stepped up to lead the action teams and to serve on them. 
                                           Jennifer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
If you have comments or would like to serve on one of these teams, please send that information to us at LCDP-
SCnews@gmail.com.   

 
ACTION TEAMS 

 
ACTION TEAMS 
 
Budget (Ken Gillis) 
The budget team is responsible for raising money for the LCDP.  They will work under the supervision of the Treasurer. 
Some examples are phone solicitation, mailings, and hosted events.  
 
Events (Marla Sullivan) 
This team seeks out public events that we can participate in, like the Martin Luther King Parade, the Red Rose Festival, 
and the Indian Land Festival. These events are primarily for exposure of the county party. 
 
Social Media (Ira Bass) 
The social media team will be responsible for all postings to social media accounts. Each account is assigned to one pri-
mary administrator. These accounts are Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.  
 
Web Page (Terry Pytlarz) 
The web page action team is responsible for all posting to the web page for the LCDP and will also host a blog on our 
page.  
 
Newsletter (Judy Langston) 
The Newsletter Team will produce and publish the LCDP monthly email newsletter.  
 
Email Notifications (Caroline Armstrong) 
This Team will be responsible for all distribution of emails to our membership.  
 
Membership (Teresa Miller)  
The membership team is responsible for seeking out new volunteers and for increasing the LCDP membership at meet-
ings and events. The team will coordinate volunteers for specific phone banking, mailing, and canvassing events. They 
will maintain all attendance records of meetings and events and update new members to the email notifications team.  
 

2021 Team Directors 
Fundraising                                                         Ken Gillis 
Events                                                                 Marla Sullivan 
Social Media               Ira Bass 
Webpage                                                             Terry Pytlarz 
Newsletter                        Judy Langston 
Email Notifications                                            Caroline Armstrong 
Membership                                                       Teresa Miller 
Get Out The Vote                                               Fred Whittles 
VoteBuilder Administration Action Team    Bonnie Peterson 
Community Action Team                                 Keith Grey      

mailto:LCDPSCnews@gmail.com
mailto:LCDPSCnews@gmail.com
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/206626.htm
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GOTV (Get Out the Vote) Team (Fred Whittles) 
This team will implement the criteria for LCDP campaigns and work with both the VoteBuilder team and the membership 
team. The GOTV team will request a list to the VoteBuilder team and coordinate with the membership team to get the vol-
unteers to complete the task. The GOTV team would supply the list and scripts and materials to the membership team. 
The membership team would distribute to volunteers.  
 
Vote Builder Administration Team (Bonnie Peterson) 
This team will need to learn VoteBuilder and be proficient on the computer. VoteBuilder is a program we have access to 
through the state. The VoteBuilder team will create lists requested by the GOTV team. They will also update VoteBuilder 
and maintain our database.  
 
Community Action Team (Keith Grey) 
This team will reach out to organizations in our community with whom we may wish to partner to show our support, either 
financially or physically.  Examples are working with Promise Neighborhoods or our donations to NAACP.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter  Vol 7-1

   

27  
     

LCDP Media and Social Media 
 

We are working hard to maintain a presence on the Internet, so please drop in to visit us at any or all of our media below. 
We would welcome comments, suggestions, and especially contributions of content to post—videos, photos, links to arti-
cles, information on coming events, or anything else that would be of interest to our followers. Our YouTube channel 
needs 100 subscribers to get a more manageable URL, so if you would be willing to subscribe, that would be very much 
appreciated. Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors to visit us as well. If you have something you would like to 
share with us, please send it to LCDPSCnews@gmail.com, and we will see that it gets to the appropriate place.  
(FYI: Check out the video of LCDP members picking up roadside trash on our YouTube Channel.) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn
GGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA. 

YouTube  
 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Lan
casterSCDems    Facebook 

 

https://www.lancasterdemo
crats.com/  Webpage 

 

https://www.instagram.com/L
ancasterSCDems/  Instagram 

 
 

https://twitter.com/Lancaster
SCDems    Twitter 

 
 

Newsletter—sent out by  
e-mail subscription and 
posted on website .  
https://www.lancasterdem
ocrats.com/newsletters 
 

mailto:LCDPSCnews@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoiiGBHVReU
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1867637.htm
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/987468.htm
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
https://www.instagram.com/LancasterSCDems/
https://www.instagram.com/LancasterSCDems/
https://twitter.com/LancasterSCDems
https://twitter.com/LancasterSCDems
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/newsletters
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/newsletters
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Contact Information for Representatives 
 

Representative SC Address SC Phone Legislative  
Address 

Legislative Phone Other 

Sandy McGarry 
SC House District 
44 

Home Address 
3423 Holden Rd. 
Lancaster 29720 

Home Phone 
(803) 804-1043 

Columbia Address 
404A Blatt Bldg. 
Columbia 29201 

(803) 212-6937 SC House 
Webpage 
Facebook 
 

Brandon Newton 
SC House District 
45 

Home Address 
P.O. Box 2501 
Lancaster 29721 

Cell Phone (803) 
320-9615 

Columbia Address 
404D Blatt Bldg. 
Columbia 29201 

Business Phone 
(803) 212-6874 

SC House 
Webpage 
Facebook 
Twitter 
 

James H. “Jay” 
Lucas 
SC House District 
65 

Home Address 
1744 Garland Dr. 
Hartsville 29550 

Home Phone 
(843) 383-9421 
 
Business Phone 
(843) 332-5050 

Columbia Address 
506 Blatt Bldg. 
Columbia 29201 

Business Phone 
 (803) 734-3125 

SC House 
Webpage 
Facebook 
Twitter 

Michael Johnson 
Senate District 
16 

Home Address 
1201 Carolina Pl 
Suite 103 Fort 
Mill, SC 29708 

 Columbia Address 
602 Gressette 
Bldg. 
Columbia, SC 
29201 

Business Phone 
803-212-6008 

SC Senate 
Webpage 
Facebook 
Twitter 

Penry Gustafson 
Senate District 
27 

Home Address 
236 Hackamore 
Lane Camden 
SC 29020 

 Columbia Address 
610 Gressette 
Bldg. 
Columbia, SC 
29201 

Business Phone 
803-212-6040 

SC Senate 
Webpage 
Twitter 

Ralph Norman 
CD 5 

454 South Ander-
son Road, Suite 
302-B 
Rock Hill, SC 
29730 

(803) 327-1114 
Fax: (803) 327-
4330 

569 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 
20515 

(202) 225-5501 
Fax: (202) 225-
0464 

Newsletter  
Signup 
Website 
Facebook 
Twitter 
 

Tim Scott- 
US Senate 

1901 Main Street 
Suite 1425 
Columbia, SC 
29201 

(803) 771-6112 
Fax: (855) 802-
9355 

104 Hart Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, DC 
20510 

(202) 224-6121 
Toll-Free: (855) 
425-6324 
Fax: (202) 228-
5143 

Newsletter Sig-
nup 
Website 
Facebook 
Twitter 
 

Lindsey Graham 
US Senate 

Piedmont Office 
235 East Main 
Street, Suite 100 
Rock Hill, SC 
29730 

Main: (803) 366-
2828 
Fax: (803) 366-
5353 

290 Russell Sen-
ate Office Building 
Washington, DC 
20510 

Office: (202) 224-
5972 
Fax: (202) 224-
3808 

Website 
Facebook 
Twitter 

Useful Links South Carolina 
Legislature 
Homepage 

SC House  in 
session                          

SC Senate in ses-
sion          

US House US Senate 

Note: To send an email, go to the representative’s legislative website and select “contact.” 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1242045305
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1242045305
https://www.facebook.com/McGarrySC44/
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1418607785
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1418607785
https://www.facebook.com/brandon.newton.90
https://twitter.com/brandonnewton7?lang=en
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1126136229
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1126136229
https://www.facebook.com/SCHouseSpeaker/
https://twitter.com/schousespeaker?lang=en
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0949431704
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0949431704
https://www.facebook.com/michaeljohnsonforsenate/
https://twitter.com/rmjohnsonjr1?lang=en
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0733664686
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0733664686
https://twitter.com/scpenry?lang=en
https://norman.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=9
https://norman.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=9
https://norman.house.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/RepRalphNorman/
https://twitter.com/RepRalphNorman
https://www.scott.senate.gov/contact/newsletter-sign-up
https://www.scott.senate.gov/contact/newsletter-sign-up
https://www.scott.senate.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorTimScott
https://twitter.com/SenatorTimScott
https://www.lgraham.senate.gov/public/
https://www.facebook.com/LindseyGrahamSC
https://twitter.com/LindseyGrahamSC?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/video/chamber.php?chamber=H&audio=0
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/video/chamber.php?chamber=S&audio=0
https://www.house.gov/
https://www.senate.gov/
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SCDP Caucuses 
 

 
The South Carolina Democratic Party has fifteen caucuses. If you are interested in becoming involved with any of them, 
joining is easy and free. All you need to do is complete the membership form at this link and choose which one or ones 
you wish to join. The Lancaster County Democratic Party has representatives in thirteen of the fifteen, and is still hoping to 
send representatives to the other two. If you are interested in becoming the LCDP representative for one of the two miss-
ing, just join that caucus and let Katie know you are willing to represent us. If the caucus you are interested in already has 
a LCDP representative, you could become an alternate or just be involved as a member. 

 
 
Caucus Chair Contact Information LCDP Representative 
Black Caucus Brandon Upson blackcaucus@scdp.org Lea and Ken Gillis 
Black Women Caucus Alycia  Albergottie & 

Jennifer Morrow 
blackwomenscaucus@scdp.org Lea Gillis 

Business Caucus Carlton P. Dallas businesscaucus@scdp.org William St. Louis 
Disability Caucus Peggy Butler disabilitycaucus@scdp.org Jeanna Rathel-White 
Education Caucus Carol Tempel & Sandra 

Raye 
educationcaucus@scdp.org Katie Crosby 

Environmental Caucus Stewart Weinberg environmentalcaucus@scdp.org Chris Bundrick 
Faith Caucus John Wright faithcaucus@scdp.org Karen Ballard 
Health Care Caucus Dr. Carlton Boyd healthcarecaucus@scdp.org Katie Crosby 
Hispanic Caucus Julio Caceres hispaniccaucus@scdp.org  
Labor/Progressive Cau-
cus 

Brandi Matherly laborprogressivecaucus@scdp.org Alan Sattler 

LGBT Caucus Eli Valentin & Andrea 
Bejarano-Robinson 

lbgtcaucus@scdp.org Kathy Baker 

Rural Caucus Tangee Jacobs rural@scdp.org Kathy Baker 
Senior Citizens Caucus Ann Stevens Brown & 

Jerome Brown 
seniorcitizenscaucus@scdp.org Cary A. Kimmel 

Single Parent Caucus Bridget Deline & Timicia 
Grant 

singleparentcaucus@scdp.org  

Veterans Caucus Tim Lewis veteranscaucus@scdp.org Tom Langston 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12a_MAfAbGntT_-EVEabD9BuyRKST7Htccnqu5OxKO64/viewform?ts=619bdbe4&edit_requested=true
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1755554.htm

