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Moderate Republicans with integrity like Colin Powell
have become an endangered species. Beginning with
Obama, he voted Democrat. We mourn his loss.
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Meeting and Events Calendar
The Lancaster
County
Democratic Party

Meets on the first Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on November 4 at 7 PM by
Zoom. Keith Grey, Chair, www.lancasterdemocrats.com. If you would like the Zoom link, please
contact lcdpscnews@gmail.com. Guest Speaker: Thelma Pabon from Care in Action will be speaking to us about how we can help elect women of color to offices in South Carolina.

LCDP
Executive Committee Meeting
Sun City
Democrats

Meets on the third Tuesday each month. The next meeting will be on November 16 at 7 PM.

LCDP Democratic
Women
Dem Good Time
Social
Meet Krystle Matthews

Meet on the third Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on November 18.

Meet by Zoom. For information, contact Jeanne Huber, President, Sun City Democrats
(jghswiss@aol.com).

Meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be on November 24.
November 11, Punky’s On Main

If you know of events that would be of interest to our members, please send them to the newsletter email to be included in the next issue.
For current events and meetings, also check out the Events section on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems

State and Local Issues
Note: Contact information for representatives in the SC Legislature and US Congress
is in the chart on page 30.
South Carolina Legislation to watch
H 4229---Keep your eye out for the FAIR Act, short for Fairness, Accountability and Integrity in Redistricting legislation,
being proposed in the House and Senate in South Carolina. That is a bill to let voters know exactly how politicians can
draw the lines of voting districts to choose their constituents. Currently, instead of voters choosing their representatives, it
is more like politicians choose who will be their voters. The bill is now in the House Committee on Judiciary.
Follow SC Counts on Facebook to stay engaged with the latest info on redistricting:
www.facebook.com/sccounts2020.You can keep up with the Senate on social media:
https://twitter.com/SCSenateRedist and https://www.facebook.com/SCSenateRedist.

Redistricting in
SC
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H 4343---“Academic Integrity Act.” The 1619 Project was developed by writers from The New York Times and The New
York Times Magazine, and it "aims to reframe the country's history by placing the consequences of slavery and the contributions of Black Americans at the very center of the United States' national narrative” (Wikipedia). H 4343 prohibits all
South Carolina schools from adding the tenets of this project in any form to the curriculum and from promoting the project
in any way. To ensure compliance with this law, beginning with the 2022-23 school year, schools must list all of their instructional materials on the school website so that parents and any other concerned party may object. (“For the purposes
of this section, the information included on the list of instructional materials includes, but is not limited to, the title, author,
creator, and publisher of any book, periodical, treatise, article, recording, software, webpage, or paper.”) All instructional
materials currently being used by schools must be reviewed to be sure they are in compliance with the law and replaced if
they are not. Note that there is no provision in the bill to exclude instructional materials listing curriculum that could not
contain 1619 Project content, such as math. Not only must there be a listing, but contact information and a procedure
must be supplied to make it easy for objections to be filed. Schools that fail to comply will have funding withheld. Under
section 59-29-630 of the bill, there is a listing of how students should all be treated the same--regardless of sex, race,
ethnicity, religion, color, or national origin--that appears to be an attempt to paint the bill as anti-discriminatory. However,
among the listing is the note that no race can be held responsible for past actions of other members of the race; and that
teachers and students cannot be required to participate in diversity or sensitivity training. This bill is now in the House Education and Public Works Committee. If you would like to express your opinion on this bill to the House Education and
Public Works Committee, there is a form provided at this link:
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/email.php?T=C&C=H2000000100.

•
•
•
•
•

S.811---“Medical Ethics and Diversity Act.” This bill was introduced in May and is currently in the Senate Committee on
Medical Affairs. According to the Women’s Rights and Empowerment Network, this bill allows healthcare providers to discriminate against their patients and refuse care. Some examples they provide:
Administrative staff could refuse to submit insurance claims for care to which they had an objection.
A nurse could refuse to administer prescribed higher levels of pain medication because it could hasten the end of life for a
terminal patient.
A doctor could refuse to maintain hormone treatments for a Transgender patient needing inpatient care for an infection.
A medical researcher could refuse to publish the results of a state-funded study because the scientific evidence conflicted
with the researcher’s beliefs.
A health plan could require a woman to have routine sex with a man for a year before paying for fertility treatments with no
exceptions for same-sex couples.
The scwren.org lists information on the subcommittee members, should you wish to reach out to them.
H 3050---Police reform legislation. The bill was referred to a Senate subcommittee on July 16.
S 0200---The law that allows South Carolina to resume executions. Death by firing squad was added as an option, but the
state has not yet worked out a system for how to do that. The SC Supreme Court has banned the executions until such
time as the firing squad is available as an option or lethal injection becomes possible again.
Fetal Heartbeat signed into law in February 2021—SC has filed an appeal of a federal judge’s ruling that blocked South
Carolina’s strict abortion ban from taking effect. A 2018 Mississippi law that bans most abortions after 15 weeks was also
struck down by a federal judge. Mississippi has appealed to the Supreme Court and the case will be taken up in December of this year. The Supreme Court refused to block the Texas law from going into effect, which could have an effect on
the SC fetal heartbeat law currently being held up by a federal judge ruling. On October 6, a federal judge in Texas
blocked the ban, but it was reinstated on appeal.
Note: To find out what is happening in the legislature, go to https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php.
The SC Legislature will be in session from January 11, 2022, through May 12, 2022.
SC News
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The ACLU is suing the South Carolina Legislature to try to speed up the redistricting process before the 2022 election
season. The release of census data was delayed until August due to the pandemic and other factors. A series of public
hearings have been held, and lawmakers say that redistricting is at the top of their agenda when they reconvene. They
had planned a special session for September, but that was canceled because they said they needed more time.
SC Senator Lindsey Graham was one of 19 Senate Republicans to vote along with all 50 Democrats in favor of the $1.2
trillion infrastructure bill in August. South Carolina’s other U.S. senator, Tim Scott, voted against it. Graham said that if the
bill did not pass, it would be “heartbreaking” because SC would lose a lot of federal money that was desperately needed.
The block to the bill’s passage is that progressive Democrats do not want to pass the bill unless a $3.5 trillion spending
package is passed along with it, and Republicans are not willing to vote for that.
On September 28, a federal judge ordered Gov. Henry McMaster and the state of South Carolina to temporarily stop enforcement of the one-year state law that forbids local school districts from using state funds to require students to wear
masks. However, on September 30, the South Carolina Supreme Court ruled that the state law forbidding schools to establish mask requirements is “valid and enforceable.”
In New York, a different story is taking place. On October 1, Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor denied a request
from a group of New York City teachers to block the city's vaccine mandate for public school employees. In August, Justice Amy Coney Barrett also rejected an effort to block Indiana University's vaccine mandate.
On October 5, the SC Legislature approved $92 million for prison upgrades. This is long overdue, but probably not
enough to remedy all of the dangerous conditions in prison caused by years of underfunding. These conditions led to a
deadly riot that left seven dead and 20 injured.
.
Governor McMaster is still trying to pour state money, including federal Covid rescue money, into proposed Interstate 73.
He has asked for $300 million to send in as a payment on the $1.6 billion it will take to fund the project. The interstate will
connect Myrtle Beach to I-95 and then stretch up to Michigan. One has to wonder why throwing so much money into this
project is important to McMaster when there are already good alternatives that connect Myrtle Beach to I-95, the roads in
the state we already have and need to just get around are badly in need of repairs, and the proposed interstate will go
through and possibly destroy fragile wetlands.
Despite the fact that former President Trump and all Republican candidates won in SC, Lexington County is calling for a
forensic audit of the county’s 2020 election results. They are still harping on voter rolls not having been sufficiently
cleaned to prevent illegal votes. Do you suppose we will ever hear about it if they find out that Biden actually won in Lexington County? Trump also won in North Carolina and one of the counties there is also asking for an audit.
Rep. Nancy Mace was the only member from South Carolina’s U.S. House delegation to vote with all of the Democrats
and eight other Republicans to hold Steve Bannon in criminal contempt of Congress for defying a subpoena.
Local
A Lancaster elementary school teacher was struck on the back of the head by one of her students on Friday, October 1.
The student was responding to a TikTok challenge. Social media platforms are increasingly in the news for being the
cause or the catalyst for violent or hate behaviors. Are they a cause of dangerous behaviors, just a reflection of the deep
divisions in American society, or both?
New Democrat Organization in Indian Land
Dear Fellow Indian Land Democrats,
I am asking you to join (no dues, no meetings yet) in the rebirth of the Indian Land Democrats organization, now to be
called Indian Land Democrats. There is no reason to read on, unless you realize how important this is to those in Indian
Land and Van Wyck. Our area Democrats do not have a voice.
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While we will work with, and through, the Lancaster County Democratic Party, the interests of the County parties are
much broader and more diverse than ours. The soon-to-be-a-reality of statewide redistricting based upon the last census
will not represent us because we have no unique voice. I heard voices from the local Republicans at a recent Senate redistricting meeting, but not from Democrats. I heard York, Rock Hill, Newport, but not a voice from the Indian Land people.
If you are ready to make a difference, if you are ready to add your name so we become a formidable group, then all I ask
is that you email me your name, address, and best email. Please also ask your spouse to join us (if you have one), so
long as he or she supports the Democratic party.
Email scpanhandledemocratsclub@gmail.com
Join our new group on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2201549113206531
I am taking this action alone, but I hope a few motivated souls will join me in making this a reality by being part of a formation committee. We are going to need meeting space, funding from businesses, and coordination with the York and
Lancaster County parties. While the city of Lancaster is not very far away, too many Indian Land people consider it far and
rarely travel to attend a meeting or support the efforts of the party. Again, the party has a necessary focus on the city of
Lancaster itself.
The need for Indian Land and the greater panhandle to have a solid Democratic organization is not new. Indeed, before
Trump took office there was a small but robust organization growing under the leadership of Sheila Bickford. As Sheila
stepped away, the organization was in the hands of others, and it simply did not move on.
We have lived through the worst of times nationally, but the focus of this fledgling group is to give our geographic area a
voice in the area, the county, and the state. I ran a state senate campaign for Ram Mammadov a year ago. While he did
not win, I learned a lot about our area and state. Suffice it to say, with a certain degree of exaggeration, we rank in the
bottom half, if not in the bottom 3, of every measurable index of quality of life and infrastructure among all 50 states.
It is vital to this area to have a voice. The other party does. We are unique in York and Lancaster counties. Demographically speaking, we are a suburb of Charlotte with the problems suburbia brings. The remainder of the county is both urban (the city of Lancaster) and rural. The needs of urban and rural parts are not always the same. Our incredible growth is
not shared by Lancaster and the rural areas - our educational needs, our transportation needs, etc.
While it is not official, we believe we are headed toward having a state senator and, perhaps, assemblyperson who will
almost exclusively represent our geography. We will not know until the Republicans gerrymander this opportunity. Therein
lies the need to get a voice.
As soon as there is a bit of critical mass, perhaps 50-100 people, we will quickly organize, write a bit of governance, and
begin to function with common goals. Be it Joe or Mia, we need to replace McMaster. We do not know who will run
against Ralph Norman. It became more apparent in 2020-2021 that he is out of touch with reality and does not even represent the interests of moderate Republicans, if there are any left. Moderates and independents are the swing vote. The
only way for our area to turn blue is to court their votes. It is happening in suburbia all across the nation. We have a massive influx of new people in the area, and they need to know there is a home for them. They need to know there is a
chance to turn this area blue, as other parts of the state begin to evolve as well.
Thank you for your consideration,
Joel D. Schaffer
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Editorial and Opinions Section
Please consider sharing your opinion messages as your time permits. I will put in comments and articles of any
length. We need to share with each other. Your opinion and perspective are greatly valued here. Please submit to
Attn: Associate Editor, Jennifer Jewett at lcdpscnews@gmail.com. Thanks!!
Jennifer Jewett, Editor,
Editorial and Opinions Section
We appreciate Suzanne’s insightful letter. Notice how skillfully she sidestepped partisan sniping while still pointing out the
danger of cutting the rights of the under-represented.
Dear Senator Johnson,
Thank you for your newsletter--and for your work on New Indy in particular.
On redistricting: while the Supreme Court has washed its hands of any effort to control partisan bias in redistricting, we
can see from the problems with recent SC legislation that legislators need to go to greater lengths to achieve a legislature
that more accurately reflects the views of SC citizens as a whole--not only the views of Republicans, though Republicans
are a majority of the state's voters. Our legislature need not be a *tyranny* of the majority, to steal a phrase from J. S. Mill.
Recently proposed and enacted legislation such as the mask-mandate bans and the attempts to restrict freedom of
speech in the form of hysteria about critical race theory are a clear indicator that SC governance has tipped too far in the
direction of an uninformed, hyper-ideological, and very vocal subset of the populace. One of the only solutions is to draw
districts that make it more likely that those voices will be balanced out by others. Those others may be just as uninformed,
but at least there will be the possibility of moderation in lawmaking when the ideologies have to compete with each other
in more meaningful ways than they do now.
By the way, here are a couple of recent effects of S. 177 in Lancaster: the entire USC Lancaster baseball team is in quarantine--a real waste of taxpayer and donor money and everyone's time--and a couple of weeks ago the waiting period to
get into MUSC Lancaster's emergency room was fifty hours. That was just for the ambulances to be able to get the patients in the door.
Can people just get vaccinated? Of course. But many of them won't unless employers and schools are allowed to do what
we already do for measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis--require vaccination. And when they don't,
responsibly vaccinated people who can't get medical care will suffer greatly. Having district lines that encouraged more
representation of progressive views in the Leg would have made for better handling of this problem.
Thank you.
Suzanne Penuel
Lancaster
................................
Be sure to see this article by local Democrat Shirnetha Belk: https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/lhs-class-1971celebrates-50-years. Her class was the first to combine the students from Barr Street High and Lancaster High into one
integrated school.
LHS Class of 1971 celebrates 50 years
The Lancaster High School Class of 1971 celebrated its 50th year on Saturday, Sept. 25, at the home of classmate
Carlton Gillis in the Antioch community. The celebration began at 2 and lasted until 7 p.m.
As the quote from Charles Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities, says, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief…”
We were a class combined from Barr Street High School and Lancaster Senior High School that totaled 471 students. We
were seniors, wanting to graduate, wanting to go to college, the military, trade school, the workforce, and it all framed who
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we really were. We came as 16-or 17-year-olds, but left as young people with a purpose, for we had been taught the rules
of living in a Southern town during integration.
Everything that exists today at Lancaster High, was begun with us, our class. The alma mater was a combination of two
stanzas from each school’s alma mater with a whole new verse added, and a new tune as well, written solely by our band
directors, the late Charles L. Clark and the late Benjamin C. Watkins. This was a very talented pair that kept the music
playing all year long!
The blue and gold colors were revised, combining the Hurricane blue and the Tiger gold. The Bruins mascot was chosen
after getting the most votes out of all kinds of suggested animals. Even the school rule that girls could wear pants was
voted upon and approved by the student body and later adopted by the Lancaster County school board. They had to be
pantsuits, tunic tops and bottoms, no jeans, T-shirts or shorts ever!
We were given the news of our moving in the last semester of our junior year at high school. There was no time to think
about it, we were the ones chosen to complete full integration in its first year in Lancaster County.
Coming back for this reunion, we had time to reflect, appreciate and re-acquaint ourselves. While we sat and mingled on a
stretch of property with flowing green grass, attractive shade trees, a majestic pond, and crisp blue skies, we shook
hands, hit elbows, wore our masks, swayed to songs of the 1970s, and just relaxed and enjoyed the moments.
For these were our “best of times.” As one classmate remarked, “We are just getting to know each other fully now; there
was no time to adjust back then, we had to ‘just be.’” And how we loved to just be that Saturday.
“If it had not been for our parents, our churches that embraced us and made sure we had support, a lot could have gone
wrong,” another classmate said.
It reminds us of the quote from Robert Browning, “Our times are in His hand, who saith, ‘A whole I planned, youth shows
but half, trust in God, see all, not be afraid.’”
We could all agree that it took patience, determination, conflict management, and forgiveness to get through that year. For
we had much dismay in some instance every day. All efforts failed to separate us, since we knew the school could be shut
down if there were any form of riots, disturbances, threats, etc. Oh, we had them, but perseverance was key to us
becoming the Class of 1971.
Students in schools now are dealing with the pandemic, etc., and they feel slighted and left out of normal school routines
and activities. The Class of 1971 understands. All of us gave up something in the form of school activities and
opportunities to complete our high school year. There were different qualifications to do certain things at our new school,
different attitudes and reasoning about the past year at both schools that we came from.
We had to accept change, hold dear to our beliefs, curb race relations and keep the faith. In turn, it would bring us to this
day in 2021 with scars unseen. Our hearts pledged to the blue and gold, sometimes in tears, yet those times shaped who
we grew to be. They will always be remembered and held in high regard because we made it! Thanks to those who
encouraged us and loved us.
Nevertheless, this day was welcomed with heart, with pride in who we have all become, seeing faces you remembered
from such a sheltered past. Nametags had to be worn, while sentiments, scenarios, and historical memories were shared.
It was a total gift to be among the attendees.
Fellowship was captured in the front yard, food and yearbook highlights were in the backyard. Soft drinks and water were
all around in well-filled coolers. Plates were filled to the brim with pulled pork, chicken wings, sweet slaw, baked beans,
macaroni and cheese, banana pudding, and a wonderful double-layer cake decorated in blue and gold embellished with a
welcome sign.
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Our host and hostess, Carlton and Gail Love Gillis, were the perfect entertainers. They made sure every need was met.
Assisting them were Kathy and Mike Sistare, Jerry Witherspoon, Shirnetha Belk, and Chuck Funderburk.
All over the beautifully manicured grounds were cornhole games, picnic tables, chairs that the classmates brought, and
good wishes! The evidence of Clemson, Carolina, and the Carolina Panthers fans was shown in the choices of chairs, too.
So football conversations hung around each corner.
The day began with prayer by classmate Williford Knight and ended with hugs, high fives, and goodbyes from all. When
will we have another one? Most agreed on one year because old man age is coming for all of us. That brought about a big
applause and laughter as well.
You can never tell from the pictures how much this day meant to all of us. Pictures can tell a sweet story, but the looks in
the eyes of our classmates really show the enormous gratitude felt by all for being able to see and share the special
moments.
The weather was very cooperative, friendships were renewed, contacts exchanged and the Class of 1971 will hold dear
that one last year we had together, as “it was the best of times.”
Lancaster resident Shirnetha Belk is a proud member of the Lancaster High School Class of 1971.
...............................
President of Colombia Iván Duque was interviewed on PBS Newshour on September 20. President Duque is attending
the UN discussions of the pandemic, climate change and migration. He has been in office for 3 years and has many
challenges to meet. The deadliest place for environmental activists is Latin America (yahoo.com)
Peace activist Leymah Gbowee has taken a courageous stand in Liberia. Read the story of conditions before and after the
movement she founded. She and her fellow demonstrators took a courageous stand and brought about amazing changes
in Liberia. https://aaregistry.org/story/leymah-gbowee-activist-born/
Some people have advocated for years to have the government negotiate prescription drug prices for Medicare recipients.
This year we got very close to getting this benefit only to meet opposition from “centrist” Democrats. I consider myself a
centrist Democrat, but I sure would like a break on prescription drug costs. Ban on negotiating Medicare drug prices under
pressure (ABC News)
Here and there I see comments that all this government funding for individuals and cities is just a case of dumping money
in places where it will lead to little change. I noticed the strict requirements for the Kershaw grant. They have to write
detailed proposals, and the government has to approve each proposal. They have 3 years to get it done, and it may take
much of that time. It doesn’t look like a case of dumping money. Kershaw in line to get $1.1 million from feds
(TheLancasterNews.com)
Fox News Chris Wallace slams lying Trump budget director, tax cuts fail (egbertowillies.com) Republican senators are
wringing their hands and using hyperbolic language to describe the Build Back Better plan. If they would look at the 2018
claims of Mick Mulvaney, they could see how money was lost from tax revenue. The tax cuts did not pay for themselves,
as Mulvaney promised. All the money went into the pockets of the top 1%, and the lost revenue contributed heavily to the
national debt. Now they want to blame Democrats for it.
Critical race theory has been a hot topic of controversy lately, and even the SC Legislature has drafted a law against
teaching it in schools. However, few people seem to understand exactly what CRT is, even if they have strong feelings for
or against it. This article may help: https://www.edweek.org/leadership/what-is-critical-race-theory-and-why-is-it-underattack/2021/05
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SC 2022 Candidates
For SC Governor
Former US Representative
Joe Cunningham

State Senator Mia McLeod

Activist Gary
Votour

Website

Website

Website

(See next page)
For the US Senate Seat of Tim Scott

Chair of the
Spartanburg County Democratic Party
Angela Geter
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Website

SC House Representative
Krystle Matthews
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The LCDP Brings the Candidates to You
Mia McLeod came to Lancaster County on October 13. She was at Punky’s on Main in the
afternoon and at Sun City in the evening. Mia is the second of many candidates we are bringing for you
to meet and greet. Krystle Matthews, a candidate for the U.S. Senate, will be visiting Lancaster County
on November 11, Angela Geter, a candidate for the US Senate, will be here in January, and Gary
Votour, a candidate for SC Governor, is scheduled for February. We are working with the other campaign teams, and we will bring you local, state, and national candidates as they enter the various
races.
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Biden’s Cabinet
Office

Person

Office

Person

Secretary of State
Secretary of Defense
Secretary of the Interior
Secretary of Commerce
Secretary of Health and
Human Services
Secretary of Transportation
Secretary of Education

Antony Blinken
Lloyd Austin
Deb Haaland
Gina Raimondo
Xavier Becerra

Secretary of Treasury
Attorney General
Secretary of Agriculture
Secretary of Labor
Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development
Secretary of Energy

Janet Yellen
Merrick Garland
Tom Vilsack
Martin Walsh
Marcia Fudge

Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Denis McDonough

Secretary of Homeland
Security

Alejandro Mayorkas

White House Chief of Staff
Director of National
Intelligence
Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency
Director of the
Office of Management and
Budget
Chair of the Council of
Economic Advisors
Director of the Office of
Science and Technology
Policy—Science Advisor
to the President

Ron Klain
Avril Haines

Chairman DNC
Deputy Chief of Staff
Deputy Chief of Staff

Jaime Harrison
Jen O’Malley Dillon
Bruce Reed

Pete Buttigieg
Miguel Cardona

Cabinet-level Officials
US Trade Representative
Director of the CIA

Jennifer Granholm

Katherine Tai
William J. Burns

Michael S. Regan

Administrator of the Small
Business Administration

Isabel Casillas Guzman

Shalanda Young

US Ambassador to the
United Nations

Linda Thomas Greenfield

Cecilia Rouse

US Presidential Envoy for
Climate

John Kerry

Eric Lander

Other
Press Secretary
Chief Medical Adviser

Jen Psaki
Dr. Anthony Fauci

Note: All of the 4,000 appointments of President Biden would be too space-consuming to cover, but you can check
them out with this link.
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Get to know President Biden’s cabinet and Staff
Featured profiles of cabinet members concluded with the September issue, but you will find information on all of them on this website.
Note: All cabinet photos are public domain from Wikipedia.
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The Remainder of this Year
As we go through the remainder of this, President Biden’s first year, we will leave the plans he has outlined in place and
evaluate his accomplishments.
Covid-19—The color of death from Covid 19 is this country is getting redder. Republicans have a much lower vaccination
rate than Democrats and a lot higher death rate—like 60/86 percent vaccination rate and 47 out of 100,000 Republicans
are dying as compared with only 10 Democrats out of 100,000. The Republican Party, fueled by Trump and fanatic rightwingers, has become increasingly skeptical and even hostile toward science and empirical evidence. They would prefer to
believe conspiracy theories and lies spread by Trump. You would think they would want to get vaccinated before they lose
too many voters to win elections.
In September, President Biden told the Labor Department to require all businesses with 100 or more employees to mandate that their workers are either vaccinated or tested once a week. In October, Texas Governor Greg Abbott forbade any
organization in Texas (including businesses of 100 or more employees) to mandate vaccines.
Immigration—A federal appeals court ruled that the Biden administration can continue to expel migrant families with children under Title 42; that decision put on hold a lower court order that would block such expulsions. The Justice Department says border facilities are not equipped to handle major influxes of migrants amid a pandemic. The Department of
Homeland Security has also released new guidelines that will prioritize certain undocumented immigrants for arrest and
deportation, including terrorism suspects, someone with serious criminal conduct, or recent unlawful border-crossers.
It remains to be seen how much this will help. Huge numbers of migrants are so desperate to get into this country that
they are passing through the Darién Gap, a roadless, lawless land bridge of nearly impenetrable jungle connecting Colombia and Panama, which is considered so dangerous that few in the past have tried to cross it. If such a physical barrier
can’t stop them, it is unlikely that political borders will be able to keep them out.
Fiscal year 2021 (October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021) saw the lowest number of refugees (11,411) settled in the United States in 40 years. This is largely due to the policies enacted during the Trump administration. Trump decreased the
number of refugees allowed to come to the US and put rules into place restricting who was eligible. President Biden increased the ceiling to 62,500, but not immediately after becoming president. He plans to raise the ceiling to 125,000 for
the year 2022.
Abortion—On October 4, President Biden reversed a Trump rule that prohibited federally-funded health care providers
from making abortion referrals. Democrats are searching for ways to provide more federal support for abortions as Republican-controlled states are making it difficult to almost impossible to have the procedure, and the Supreme Court is set to
review a challenge to Roe vs. Wade this term.
Climate—President Biden has restored environmental protections to Bears Ears and two other national monuments.
The Economy—On October 12, the International Monetary Fund lowered its 2021 growth forecast for the United States
by one full percentage point to 6%. The cut is caused by disruptions to supply chains and consumption factors.
Funding the government and the infrastructure bill---On September 30, a government shutdown was avoided at the
11th hour after both the House and Senate passed a continuing resolution that will fund the government through December 3. The first bill to keep the government open was shot down by Republicans because the bill also included suspending
the debt ceiling until December 2022. The debt ceiling had to be removed from the bill in order to get enough votes to
pass it and allow the government to remain open. The bill that finally passed also provides funding for the resettlement of
Afghan refugees and aid for areas affected by storms and wildfires. However, Democrats had hoped to get the bipartisan
$1 trillion bill for infrastructure that has already cleared the Senate passed as well, but that was blocked by Democratic
progressives. The progressives have refused to vote for the bill unless the $3.5 trillion spending bill covering health care,
education and social programs is not passed at the same time. Since it was obvious that the votes to pass the $1 trillion
bill were not there, it had to be postponed. Conservative Democrats like Joe Manchin have signaled that they would not
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vote for a $3.5 trillion, bill but they would likely vote for a $1.5 trillion bill that includes higher taxes on the rich; a reduction
in drug prices; and expansions of pre-K, home health care, clean energy, and child tax credits.
Since the debt ceiling was removed from the bill to fund the government, that problem remained. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen had warned that if the debt ceiling were not raised, the United States would run out of money on October 18
and would have no way to pay its bills. That huge crisis was averted, or at least postponed, when the Senate voted 50-48
on Thursday, October 7, to extend the limit through early December. Eleven Senate Republicans broke ranks to vote with
all Democrats to overcome a filibuster. The agreement is to increase the ceiling by $480 billion, which is how much the
Treasury Department told Congress it would need to get to December 3. The House has to vote to approve the deal before President Biden can sign it. But that agreement just gets us until December 3, so it is possible, or even likely, that our
elected representatives with play chicken with the country’s welfare again before December 3.
If the deadline had been reached with no agreement and the country had run out of money, that would have meant a loss
of millions of jobs, no money to pay social benefits like Social Security and Medicare, and financial markets crashing.
There would have been no salary for federal employees and the military. And that is just a part of the damage defaulting
on debts would cause. Democrats passed a bill on September 27 that would have raised the debt ceiling until the end of
2022, but that bill was killed by Senate Republicans. Mitch McConnell had said Republicans would not vote for a bill to
raise the debt ceiling, although he knows a big part of the debt was caused by the Republican tax bill that lowered taxes
for the wealthy and corporations and that the debt ceiling was raised three times during the Trump administration with the
support of Democrats. He likely changed his mind because business executives told him the anxiety over the issue was
already hurting the economy. Even though running out of money and defaulting on debts would be a disaster from which
the country might never fully recover, the Republicans were possibly willing to sacrifice the well-being of the country if they
could blame that on the Democrats. If the Republicans could convince voters that the debt ceiling having to be raised was
caused by massive Democratic spending instead of by their tax cuts, it would be a powerful argument for their 2022 platform and their mission to regain control of Congress by a wide margin. McConnell wanted the Democrats to use one of
the other ways to raise the debt ceiling without Republicans having to vote for it.
President Biden wanted the raising of the debt ceiling to be a bipartisan effort because the Republicans helped cause the
debt. Thankfully, that has happened, at least temporarily. However, if this has to be faced again before December and
Congress is unable or unwilling to come to a bipartisan agreement, there are two ways the ceiling can be raised without
Republican support. Both ways have disadvantages:
1. Getting rid of the filibuster. The filibuster requires 60 out of 100 Senate votes to pass a bill but it is just a Senate tradition, not a law. A majority of senators can end it at any time. If Democrats declare the fate of the debt
ceiling too important to be determined by a filibuster, they could pass the bill to lift the ceiling and also eliminate the filibuster from future debt ceiling discussions. However, Senator Joe Manchin is opposed to ending
the filibuster.
2. Using reconciliation. With reconciliation, a simple majority of senators can pass a limited number of budget
bills each year. However, the process is complex and takes time to get it into place. The government could
run out of money before it takes effect. And again, that leaves the Democrats suffering all of the consequences for spending that was done by both parties.
But the Republicans are not the only opponents President Biden has to face. The Democratic Party is more divided now
than it likely has ever been, and if Democrats cannot come to an agreement, none of his agenda may ever happen. That
could also cause Democrats to go into the 2022 election season with a greater disadvantage than they already have. Now
may be the last opportunity Democrats will have to get something done while they still have a slight majority in Congress.
Please see the article below on the warring factions within the Democratic Party.
Factions in the Democratic Party
It is generally agreed that there are six wings in the Democratic Party. However, exactly what the point of view of each of
those factions is and where our representatives fit within that framework is not so clear. Because politicians have a variety
of viewpoints, they may fit within several of the below categories. According to this Wikipedia article, the Moderate Wing
and the Conservative Wing are classified as centrist positions. However, in a media article, a person might be called a
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“Moderate” or a “Conservative.” Whatever the description, Joe Manchin is on the rightward end of that scale. On the other
end of the scale, the Progressive Wing is listed as center-left and the Democratic Socialist Wing is listed as left-wing, but
A.O.C and Bernie, who have called themselves Democratic Socialists, are also called Progressives by the media. It is all
very confusing, but what is clear is that there are a lot of differences of opinion within the Party, and that is why sometimes
it is said that getting Democrats to the same place on an issue is like “herding cats.”
Centrist factions
• Moderate wing: “New Democrats," also known as centrist Democrats, Clinton Democrats, or moderate Democrats, are a centrist ideological faction within the Democratic Party in the United States. As the Third Way faction of the party, they are seen as culturally liberal on social issues while being moderate or fiscally conservative on economic issues” (Wikipedia).
• Conservative wing: According to Wikipedia, “conservative Democrats are generally regarded as members of
the Democratic Party who are more conservative than the national political party as a whole. Today's conservative Democrats vary greatly in ideology. Some are fiscally conservative yet socially liberal, somewhat
akin to the now rare Moderate Republicans, whereas others have a more communitarian ideology – that is,
socially moderate but in favor of qualified economic intervention – reminiscent of Christian Democrats in Europe and Latin America. On foreign policy, conservative Democrats are generally liberal internationalists.
Conservative Democrats in the U.S. House of Representatives are usually members of the Blue Dog Coalition, although there is some overlap with the New Democrats. The Blue Dog Coalition prioritizes pragmatic solutions to critical issues, "pursuing fiscal responsibility, ensuring a strong national defense, and transcending
party lines to get things done for the American people.” Senators Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema and Representatives Stephanie Murphy and Tom O’Halleran are considered Conservatives.
• Libertarian wing: “Libertarian Democrats support the majority of positions of the Democratic Party, but they do
not necessarily share identical viewpoints across the political spectrum; that is, they are more likely to support
individual and personal freedoms, although rhetorically within the context of Democratic values.” (Wikipedia).
Of this wing, Wikipedia says, “Civil liberties advocates often support the Democratic Party because its positions on such issues as civil rights and separation of church and state are more closely aligned to their own
than the positions of the Republican Party and because the Democrats' economic agenda may be more appealing to them than that of the Libertarian Party. Some civil libertarians also support the Democratic Party for
the faction that strongly opposes torture, warrantless wiretapping, indefinite detention, the Patriot Act, the War
on Drugs, and Guantanamo Bay.” Wikipedia puts Senators Ron Wyden and Cory Booker and former Representative Tulsi Gabbard in this wing.
Center-left factions
• Liberal wing: Liberalism is distinguished from other ideologies as follows: "Liberals like Biden or Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Mass.) differ from conservatives in favoring strict rules to make sure the pursuit of profit doesn't
come at the expense of labor rights, consumer rights, the environment or fair competition. They also reject the
vision of leftists like Sanders by seeing a vital role for private businesses in generating wealth, economic opportunity, and innovation. Accordingly, they favor a regulated market economy as opposed to a command
economy. The term liberal, however, has been muddled by some reporters as a synonym for leftist, while ‘true
liberals like Obama, Biden, and Pelosi are recast as 'moderates'” (Wikipedia).
• Progressive wing: “Progressives take the view that progress is being stifled by vast economic inequality between the rich and the poor; minimally regulated laissez-faire capitalism with monopolistic corporations; and
the intense and often violent conflict between those perceived to be privileged and unprivileged, arguing that
measures were needed to address these problems” (Wikipedia).
Left-wing faction
• Democratic Socialist wing: “Democratic socialism is a left-wing political philosophy that supports political democracy within a socially owned economy, with a particular emphasis on economic democracy, workplace
democracy, and workers' self-management within a market socialist economy” (Wikipedia). There are six selfdescribed democratic socialists in the United States Congress as of 2021: Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont, Representative Danny K. Davis of Illinois, Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Jamaal Bowman of New York, Representative Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, and Representative Cori Bush of Missouri; all
self-described democratic socialists in Congress are members of the Democratic Party, except for Sanders,
who caucuses with the Senate Democrats as an independent.
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According to the New York Times, in the late 20 century, the Democratic Party moved to the right on economic policy.
President Clinton cut taxes on investments, deregulated Wall Street, and projected a more corporate-friendly image. The
economy was in good shape then, but as economic growth slowed down, a grand canyon of inequality developed between the wealthy and ordinary Americans struggling to make ends meet and to provide for their families. This inequality
damaged the economy. Tax decreases on the rich and corporations increased their well-being while it decreased the
quality of life of other Americans. In response, many Democrats have moved back toward the left in economic policy, with
raising taxes on the rich as their mantra. However, despite the rhetoric, and although polls show that a majority of Americans favor requiring the wealthy to pay their fair share, it is not happening in Congress. Now that Democrats hold a slight
majority in Congress, and could possibly pass legislation and walk the walk, they seem to have gotten cold feet. They appear to fear actually imposing a meaningful tax increase on the wealthy that would allow them to fund their proposals, and
they cannot even reach a consensus on what their final economic bill should contain and how much spending is acceptable. The majority held by Democrats in Congress is so slight that a few Democrats on the right-wing end of the line can
put a halt to any forward progress.
Although the Republican Party has a few factions that are not always in agreement, at least on the surface, they are more
united. This unity is not necessarily a positive thing because it is often achieved with brutality. Republicans who vote their
conscience, instead of what their Party dictates, are frequently punished to the point of losing their positions of power in
Congress and even the elections that allow them to keep their office. The Republican Party machine has no problem with
declaring war and killing off one of their own to punish and to make an example to keep the others in line.
Bidencare
This year’s enrollment for ACA insurance ended on August 15. However, individuals who meet the criteria for specialcase enrollment can still apply for insurance.
Visit HealthCare.gov/to apply for benefits through the ACA Health Insurance Marketplace: 1-800-318-2596 (TTY: 1-855889-4325) Local help: https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/
The American Families Plan
The American Families Plan will do these things:
1. Add at least four more years of free education.
2. Provide direct support to children and families.
3. Extend tax cuts for families with children and American workers.
For details, please go to the above link.
The Made in America Tax Plan
1. A higher corporate tax rate to bring business taxes back to previous levels to collect sufficient revenue to fund essential new investments. Before President Trump’s tax cut, corporate tax revenues contributed 2% of the GDP,
and after that, contribution dropped to 1%.
2. A fairer tax system that would reward labor and bring up the share of national income that is provided by labor.
3. A country by country minimum tax to eliminate the incentives for multinational companies to engage in offshore
investments that shift profits to other countries.
4. An incentive for other countries to join in a global agreement to implement minimal tax rules worldwide. Currently,
countries compete to offer multinational countries the lowest corporate taxes. Countries with a low standard of living for their workers have the advantage. President Biden’s plan would level the playing field.
5. A minimum tax on large, rich companies that have major differences in income reported to shareholders and income reported to the IRS. The plan includes funding and resources for the IRS to audit companies to be sure they
are paying their fair share.
6. Promotion of green technologies through tax incentives and by ending subsidies to fossil fuels.
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The American Jobs Plan
All of the projects below will create jobs.
1. Fix highways, bridges, ports, airports, and transit systems.
2. Clean up drinking water, renew the electric grid, and make high-speed broadband available for all.
3. Build and/or rehabilitate more than two million affordable, accessible, energy-efficient homes and commercial
buildings. Modernize schools and child care facilities. Upgrade veterans' hospitals and federal buildings.
4. Create jobs and raise wages and benefits for essential home care workers.
5. Revitalize manufacturing, invest in R & D, and train workers for jobs of the future.
6. Create well-paying jobs in safe and healthy workplaces. All products must be made in America and shipped on
American-owned and crewed ships. Ensure that workers have the right to organize or join a union.
The American Rescue Plan
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

National vaccination program.
Stimulus checks to American individuals and families.
Support struggling communities and small businesses.
Safely reopen schools. Provide the resources and funds to schools and states that they need to do so.
Expand the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund.
Mobilize a public health jobs program to deal with Covid-19.
Provide emergency paid leave to 106 million Americans to slow the spread of the virus. Reimburse companies
with fewer than 500 employees and states for the cost of the paid leave.
Provide expanded paid sick and family medical leave.
Extend unemployment benefits.
Extend evictions and foreclosure moratoriums and help support renters and small landlords.
Help secure housing for the homeless and those about to be homeless.
Address the hunger crisis with support for SNAP and WIC and partnering with restaurants to help feed the hungry.
Preserve and expand health care, including veterans’ health care.
Address health disparities with funding and support for underserved communities.
Protect vulnerable populations in group settings like nursing homes.
Identify and deal with emerging new strains of the virus.
Provide critical supplies like protective gear and deploy the National Guard to help.
Invest in treatments for Covid-19.
Protect workers from Covid-19.
Restore U.S. leadership globally in fighting the pandemic.
Try to persuade Congress to increase the minimum wage to $15.00.
Modernize to help prevent future cyber attacks.
The American Rescue Plan has increased the Child Tax Credit available to families until the end of 2021. The
new expanded CTC will be $3,600 per year per child ages 0-6 and $3,000 per year for children ages 6-17.
Eligible families began receiving payments in mid-July and will continue receiving them through December of this
year. On June 21, the Biden administration held a Child Credit Awareness Day to get the word out. For details
please go to “10 Things to Know About the Expanded Child Tax Credit.”
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International
Afghanistan
Afghanistan remains in the news. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley,
and Commander of U.S. Central Command Gen. Kenneth McKenzie testified on September 26 before the Senate Armed
Services Committee. They said they thought during the time before the troop withdrawal began that a small contingent of
troops should be left in the county. However, any troops that remained would have had to fight the Taliban, and likely
more troops would have been sent in to help them. This would also have been a violation of the agreement the U.S. had
made with the Taliban.
The country, even with the Taliban in control, remains war-torn. On October 3, an explosion killed a number of civilians in
a crowd outside the entrance to a mosque in Kabul where the funeral of the mother of a Taliban official was being held.
The country, even with the Taliban in control, remains war-torn. Meanwhile, here in the U.S., about 53,000 Afghans are
living on eight military bases because there is not enough suitable housing available. Four hundred or more of the Afghan
refugees will be settling in South Carolina in the next few months.

China and Taiwan
The U.S. has been secretly training military troops in Taiwan. On the other hand, President Biden and President Xi Jinping
of China have agreed to hold a virtual summit. It is likely, now that the secret is no longer a secret, that topic will be on the
agenda. Taiwan has now become integral in tensions with China. China believes America has lost power in the region,
and that has made the Chinese bolder in their aggression toward Taiwan.
North Korea
North Korea is saber-rattling with its missiles again. Recently Korean President Kim Jong Un had his photo taken with a
Hwasong-16 (one of the world’s biggest ballistic missiles) and a hypersonic glide vehicle (a device that allows missiles to
fly at 20 times the speed of sound). He said the weapons are needed to defend Korea against the “hostile” United States.
He said the U.S. has been sending out peace messages, but there is no evidence to prove they are telling the truth.
North Korea fired at least one, possibly two, test ballistic missiles from its eastern cost. This was very upsetting for Japan
and South Korea.

News Points to Review
September 30, 2021—If General George Washington had not mandated that all of his troops who had not already had
the smallpox virus be vaccinated, England would likely have won the Revolutionary War. And if that mandate had not
been applied to the general American public in the years after, smallpox would likely still be rising to pandemic levels. But
then, as now, there were a minority of people who resented being told they had to get vaccinated. In 1905, a preacher
took it all the way to the Supreme Court and lost. Now it is happening with the Covid vaccine on a larger scale, including
among some healthcare workers who refused to be vaccinated. As hospital and healthcare workplaces put into place a
“get vaccinated or get fired” policy in September, hundreds of thousands of holdouts got their shots and others got suspended or fired. In one large healthcare system, after the majority of medical staff were vaccinated, Covid cases fell more
than 50%. As the New York Times pointed out, “Even in a country that prioritizes individual freedom as much as the U.S.
does, citizens do not have the right to harm their colleagues or their colleagues’ families, friends, and communities. One
person’s right to a healthy life is greater than another person’s right to a specific job.”
October 1, 2021—According to the New York Times, during the last four decades, a federal database has undercounted
police killings in the United States by more than half.
October 4, 2021—The new session of the US Supreme Court began on October 3. The court this session will consider
eliminating the constitutional right to abortion, expanding gun rights, and further weakening the wall separating church and
state.
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October 5, 2021—According to the Brennan Center for Justice, 18 states have passed 30 restrictive laws this year making it harder to vote. The restrictive states are Texas, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Arkansas, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada, Utah, Kansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Indiana, Kentucky, Alabama, and New Hampshire. However, on the
positive side, 25 states have enacted 54 new laws that make voting easier.
October 5, 2021—Frances Haugen, the Facebook whistleblower, appeared before a Senate subcommittee on October 5.
She claimed Facebook can make its products safer, but chooses not to because it is more profitable not to do so. Haugen
talked about Instagram’s effects on teen girls (Facebook owns Instagram) and discussed other issues that raised concerns for national security. When asked if Facebook is used by "authoritarian or terrorist-based leaders,” she said “yes.”
October 8, 2021—According to CNN, former President Trump lost over $70 million on his DC hotel during the time he
was president. This is surprising because one of the reasons he wanted to remain in office seemed to be that it was a
cash cow for his personal financial situation.
October 11, 2021—Merck is asking for emergency use authorization from the FDA for its antiviral Covid-19 treatment
molnupiravir. If approved, this will be the first oral antiviral treatment for the Covid virus.
October 11, 2021—In an environment where children are forced to attend school inside classrooms where social distancing is impossible and schools are forbidden to mandate masks, parents are creatively trying to advocate for the safety of
their offspring with a new weapon. They are sneaking CO2 monitors into the schools hidden in students’ backpacks and
pants pockets. If the reading on the monitor reads above the recommended C.D.C p.p.m of 800, they know the ventilation
in their child’s classroom is inadequate to prevent virus spread. They can then take this scientific evidence to the school
and request that ventilation be improved.
October 13, 2021—According to the New York Times, the squabbling of Democrats in Congress and their the failure to
pass President Biden’s main agenda, and President Biden’s loss of approval points due to the messy evacuation of Afghanistan, the economy, and the pandemic will give Republicans an edge going into the 2022 election. One close race
will take place in Virginia. Virginia has for decades been a Democratic state, but current Governor Terry McAuliffe may be
fighting for his political life against Republican Glenn Youngkin.
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Traveling Democrats by Jennifer Jewett
Continuing our tour of the most beautiful and/or interesting places in South Carolina…
Sumter’s Swan Lake Iris Gardens
Did you know there are 160 varieties of Iris and eight species of swans at the Swan Lake Iris Gardens in Sumter, SC? It is the only
public park in the US to have all eight species of swans. The Garden is also the site of an internationally accredited arboretum.
The park is a welcoming environment for a variety of birds and small animals.
That is a wealth of diversity only 65 miles away from Lancaster. Swan Lake started when Hamilton Carr Bland, a member of the
Sumter business community, wanted a Japanese iris garden. The plants did not thrive near his house, so he had his gardener
throw them into a nearby swamp. He then expanded the iris patch into a garden. To expand, he enlisted a fellow businessman, Mr.
Heath, to continue the project.
In English history, swans were associated with royalty. Only royals could have them on their property, and they could eat them too.
Historian Lucy Worsley says roasted swan, along with roasted peacock, was essential to the Christmas feast of Henry VIII. Today,
a group of royal swans graces the gardens at Buckingham Palace.
Sources: https://www.sumtersc.gov/community/swanlake, Swan Lake Iris Gardens - Wikipedia, Lucy Worsley's 12 Days of Tudor
Christmas | PBS, The Queen's Garden | PBS Downloadable, full-color brochure:
https://www.sumtersc.gov/sites/default/files/uploads/Community/SwanLake/swan-lake-online-brochure-2015.pdf

Xx
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Events
Please note: The golf outing has been postponed until spring.

LCDP Meeting – October 7
Guest speaker Lauren Thomas gave a great presentation on the Lindsay Pettus Greenway in Lancaster. She began with
the 2014 planning and research that was the inception of the project and took us all the way, step by step, through the
creation of the greenway and up to the current status, which is the completion of Phase One. She also talked about the
plans for continuation of the project into the next phase and on to the next four miles of work to reach the six-mile trail that
will be the eventual end of the project.
The Greenway now is a beautiful two-mile trail with a hard-surface pedestrian walkway, bike lanes, bike racks, crosswalks, parking areas, restrooms, a nature pavilion, and viewing overlooks. There is a mural beautifying the walls of the
tunnel that crosses under Woodland Drive. The trail winds along Gills Creek and through a lovely natural setting.
The project is a partnership between the Greenway team, the city of Lancaster, and the Katawba Valley Land Trust. The
Greenway team created the trail and the city of Lancaster and the Katwba Valley Land Trust will maintain it. The greenway represents the creation of a dream by dozens of hard-working volunteers, and with the help in funding of generous
local businesses, organizations and individuals. The staff of the Greenway team are all volunteers; there are no paid
members. The professional part of the construction was done by Perception Builders.
If you have not yet walked the greenway, there is still time before cold winter weather sets in. To learn more about the
Lindsay Pettus Greenway you can visit their website at: https://lindsaypettusgreenway.org/

Key
Green: Completed section
Blue: Phase 2
proposed
route
Brown: Lancaster High's
cross country
wooded trail
Note: This map
online is interactive.

The LCDP sponsored a blood drive again on
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The LCDP sponsored a blood drive again on October 28.
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LCDP Action Teams
By Jennifer Jewett
Thanks to those who have stepped up to lead the action teams and to serve on them.

Jennifer
2021 Team Directors
Fundraising
Ken Gillis
Events
Position Open
Social Media
Ira Bass
Webpage
Terry Pytlarz
Newsletter
Judy Langston
Email Notifications
Joel Schaffer
Membership
Lea Gillis
Get Out The Vote
Fred Whittles
VoteBuilder Administration Action Team Bonnie Peterson
Community Action Team
Keith Grey
If you have comments or would like to serve on one of these teams, please send that information to us at LCDPSCnews@gmail.com.
ACTION TEAMS
ACTION TEAMS
Budget (Ken Gillis)
The budget team is responsible for raising money for the LCDP. They will work under the supervision of the Treasurer.
Some examples are phone solicitation, mailings, and hosted events.
Events (Position Open)
This team seeks out public events that we can participate in, like the Martin Luther King Parade, the Red Rose Festival,
and the Indian Land Festival. These events are primarily for exposure of the county party.
Social Media (Ira Bass)
The social media team will be responsible for all postings to social media accounts. Each account is assigned to one primary administrator. These accounts are Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.
Web Page (Terry Pytlarz)
The web page action team is responsible for all posting to the web page for the LCDP and will also host a blog on our
page.
Newsletter (Judy Langston)
The Newsletter Team will produce and publish the LCDP monthly email newsletter.
Email Notifications (Joel Schaffer)
This Team will be responsible for all distribution of emails to our membership.
Membership (Lea Gillis)
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The membership team is responsible for seeking out new volunteers and for increasing the LCDP membership at meetings and events. The team will coordinate volunteers for specific phone banking, mailing, and canvassing events. They
will maintain all attendance records of meetings and events and update new members to the email notifications team.

GOTV (Get Out the Vote) Team (Fred Whittles)
This team will implement the criteria for LCDP campaigns and work with both the VoteBuilder team and the membership
team. The GOTV team will request a list to the VoteBuilder team and coordinate with the membership team to get the volunteers to complete the task. The GOTV team would supply the list and scripts and materials to the membership team.
The membership team would distribute to volunteers.
Vote Builder Administration Team (Bonnie Peterson)
This team will need to learn VoteBuilder and be proficient on the computer. VoteBuilder is a program we have access to
through the state. The VoteBuilder team will create lists requested by the GOTV team. They will also update VoteBuilder
and maintain our database.
Community Action Team (Keith Grey)
This team will reach out to organizations in our community with whom we may wish to partner to show our support, either
financially or physically. Examples are working with Promise Neighborhoods or our donations to NAACP.
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LCDP Media and Social Media
We are working hard to maintain a presence on the Internet, so please drop in to visit us at any or all of our media below.
We would welcome comments, suggestions, and especially contributions of content to post—videos, photos, links to articles, information on coming events, or anything else that would be of interest to our followers. Our YouTube channel
needs 100 subscribers to get a more manageable URL, so if you would be willing to subscribe, that would be very much
appreciated. Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors to visit us as well. If you have something you would like to
share with us, please send it to LCDPSCnews@gmail.com, and we will see that it gets to the appropriate place.
(FYI: Check out the video of LCDP members picking up roadside trash on our YouTube Channel.)

https://www.lancasterdemo
crats.com/ Webpage

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn
GGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA.

https://twitter.com/Lancaster
SCDems Twitter

YouTube

https://www.facebook.com/Lan
29
casterSCDems
Facebook

https://www.instagram.com/L
ancasterSCDems/ Instagram

Newsletter—sent out by
e-mail subscription and
posted on website .
https://www.lancasterdem
ocrats.com/newsletters
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Contact Information for Representatives
Representative

SC Address

SC Phone

Sandy McGarry
SC House District
44

Home Address
3423 Holden Rd.
Lancaster 29720

Home Phone
(803) 804-1043

Brandon Newton
SC House District
45

Home Address
P.O. Box 2501
Lancaster 29721

James H. “Jay” Lucas
SC House District
65

Home Address
1744 Garland Dr.
Hartsville 29550

Michael Johnson
Senate District
16

Home Address
1201 Carolina Pl
Suite 103 Fort
Mill, SC 29708

Penry Gustafson
Senate District
27

Home Address
236 Hackamore
Lane Camden
SC 29020

Ralph Norman
CD 5

454 South Anderson Road, Suite
302-B
Rock Hill, SC
29730

(803) 327-1114
Fax: (803) 3274330

Tim ScottUS Senate

1901 Main Street
Suite 1425
Columbia, SC
29201

Lindsey Graham
US Senate

Piedmont Office
235 East Main
Street, Suite 100
Rock Hill, SC
29730
South Carolina
Legislature
Homepage

Useful Links
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Legislative
Address
Columbia Address
404A Blatt Bldg.
Columbia 29201

Legislative Phone

Other

(803) 212-6937

SC House
Webpage
Facebook

Cell Phone (803)
320-9615

Columbia Address
404D Blatt Bldg.
Columbia 29201

Business Phone
(803) 212-6874

SC House
Webpage
Facebook
Twitter

Home Phone
(843) 383-9421

Columbia Address
506 Blatt Bldg.
Columbia 29201

Business Phone
(803) 734-3125

SC House
Webpage
Facebook
Twitter

Columbia Address
602 Gressette
Bldg.
Columbia, SC
29201
Columbia Address
610 Gressette
Bldg.
Columbia, SC
29201
569 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC
20515

Business Phone
803-212-6008

SC Senate
Webpage
Facebook
Twitter

Business Phone
803-212-6040

SC Senate
Webpage
Twitter

(202) 225-5501
Fax: (202) 2250464

Newsletter
Signup
Website
Facebook
Twitter

(803) 771-6112
Fax: (855) 8029355

104 Hart Senate
Office Building
Washington, DC
20510

Newsletter Signup
Website
Facebook
Twitter

Main: (803) 3662828
Fax: (803) 3665353

290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC
20510

(202) 224-6121
Toll-Free: (855)
425-6324
Fax: (202) 2285143
Office: (202) 2245972
Fax: (202) 2243808

SC House in
session

SC Senate in session

US House

US Senate

Business Phone
(843) 332-5050

Note: To send an email, go to the representative’s legislative website and
select “contact.”

Website
Facebook
Twitter

Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter
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Meeting

Exec
Board
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Krystle
Matthews

Democratic
Women
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Time
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Judy Langston, Newsletter Editor
Jennifer Jewett, Associate Editor
Suzanne Penuel, Copyeditor
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