
 Lancaster County 
 Democrat i c  Party  

Newsle t t e r  
 

Telephone:  803-227-3364 
Web:   https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/  

Email:  LCDPSCnews@gmail.com 

 

 

1  
    

Facebook  Twitter   Instagram     YouTube  
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Volume 5 
Issue 10 

October 2021 
 

 

Inside this Issue 
1. Meeting and Events Calendar     Page    2 
2. State and Local Issues                Pages  2-5 
3. Editorial and Opinions                 Pages  6-10 
4. SC 2022 Candidates                     Pages 11-14 
5. Biden’s Cabinet                            Page    15 
6. Remainder of the Year                 Pages  16-17 
7. International  Issues                     Pages 18-19 
8. News Points to Review                 Page   20 
9. Traveling Democrats                     Pages 21-22 
10. Events                                             Pages 23-26 
11. Action Teams                                 Pages  27-28 
12. LCDP Media and Social Media      Page   29 
13. Political Cartoons                           Pages 30-32 
14. Contact Info for Representatives  Page   33 
15. Final                Page  34 

Click link on above contents to navigate to desired section. 
To see our newsletter featured on DemCast, go to 
https://demcastusa.com/2021/08/02/lcdp-
august-newsletter/ 
 

 LCDP Executive Board 
 

Keith T. Grey,  Sr.     Chair 
Katie Crosby        1st Vice Chair 
Verta Looper        2nd Vice Chair 
Position Open           3rd Vice Chair 
Effie Seaborn        State Exec. Committeewoman 
Tamara Garris        Alt. State Exec. Committeewoman 
Cary Kimmel        State Exec. Committeeman 
Mitch Norrell        Alt. State Exec. Committeeman 
Karen Ballard        Secretary 
William St. Louis       Treasurer 

Note: A new Democrat organization called Indian Land 
Democrats is being formed. See pages 4-5.  
 

tel:(803)%20222-3364
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
http://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://twitter.com/@LancasterSCDems
https://www.instagram.com/LancasterSCDems/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://demcastusa.com/2021/08/02/lcdp-august-newsletter/
https://demcastusa.com/2021/08/02/lcdp-august-newsletter/
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=october%20clipart#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=october%20clipart&gsc.page=1
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/rTnreKoac.htm
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=october%20clipart#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=october%20clipart&gsc.page=4
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=october%20clipart#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=october%20clipart&gsc.page=4
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=Black%20cats#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=Black%20cats&gsc.page=8
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/surgical-mask-cliparts_1.htm
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/surgical-mask-cliparts_1.htm


Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter  Vol 5-10

   

2  
    

 
Meeting and Events Calendar 

 
The Lancaster 
County  
Democratic Party 

Meets on the first Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on October 7 at 7 PM by Zoom. 
Keith Grey, Chair, www.lancasterdemocrats.com. If you would like the Zoom link, please contact  
lcdpscnews@gmail.com.  
 

LCDP  
Executive Com-
mittee Meeting 

Meets on the third Tuesday each month. The next meeting will be on October 19 at 7 PM.  

Sun City 
Democrats 
 

Meet by Zoom. For information, contact Jeanne Huber, President, Sun City Democrats 
(jghswiss@aol.com).  
 

LCDP Democratic 
Women 

Meet on the third Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on October 21. 

Dem Good Time 
Social 

Meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be on October 27.  

LCDP Golf  
Tournament 

October 11, 10 AM, Lancaster Golf Club, 1821 Springs Club Road, Lancaster  

  
 
If you know of events that would be of interest to our members, please send them to the newsletter email to be included in the next issue. 
For current events and meetings, also check out the Events section on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems 

State and Local Issues 
Note:  Contact information for representatives in the SC Legislature and US Congress 
is in the chart on page 33. 

 
South Carolina Legislation to watch 
H 4229---Keep your eye out for the FAIR Act, short for Fairness, Accountability and Integrity in Redistricting legislation, 
being proposed in the House and Senate in South Carolina. That is a bill to let voters know exactly how politicians can 
draw the lines of voting districts to choose their constituents. Currently, instead of voters choosing their representatives, it 
is more like politicians choose who will be their voters. The bill is now in the House Committee on Judiciary.  
 
Please see page 24 for information on our local redistricting committee.  Follow SC Counts on Facebook to stay engaged 
with the latest info on redistricting: www.facebook.com/sccounts2020.You can keep up with the Senate on social me-
dia: https://twitter.com/SCSenateRedist and https://www.facebook.com/SCSenateRedist. 
 
H 4343---“Academic Integrity Act.” The 1619 Project was developed by writers from The New York Times and The New 
York Times Magazine, and it "aims to reframe the country's history by placing the consequences of slavery and the con-
tributions of Black Americans at the very center of the United States' national narrative” (Wikipedia). H 4343 prohibits all 
South Carolina schools from adding the tenets of this project in any form to the curriculum and from promoting the project 
in any way. To ensure compliance with this law, beginning with the 2022-23 school year, schools must list all of their in-
structional materials on the school website so that parents and any other concerned party may object. (“For the purposes 
of this section, the information included on the list of instructional materials includes, but is not limited to, the title, author, 
creator, and publisher of any book, periodical, treatise, article, recording, software, webpage, or paper.”) All instructional 
materials currently being used by schools must be reviewed to be sure they are in compliance with the law and replaced if 
they are not. Note that there is no provision in the bill to exclude instructional materials listing curriculum that could not 
contain 1619 Project content, such as math. Not only must there be a listing, but contact information and a procedure 
must be supplied to make it easy for objections to be filed. Schools that fail to comply will have funding withheld. Under 
section 59-29-630 of the bill, there is a listing of how students should all be treated the same--regardless of sex, race, 
ethnicity, religion, color, or national origin--that appears to be an attempt to paint the bill as anti-discriminatory. However, 
among the listing is the note that no race can be held responsible for past actions of other members of the race; and that 
teachers and students cannot be required to participate in diversity or sensitivity training. If you would like to express your 
opinion on this bill to the House Education and Public Works Committee, there is a form provided at this link: 
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/email.php?T=C&C=H2000000100. 
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S.811---“Medical Ethics and Diversity Act.” This bill was introduced in May and is currently in the Senate Committee on 
Medical Affairs. According to the Women’s Rights and Empowerment Network, this bill allows healthcare providers to dis-
criminate against their patients and refuse care. Some examples they provide: 

• Administrative staff could refuse to submit insurance claims for care to which they had an objection. 
• A nurse could refuse to administer prescribed higher levels of pain medication because it could hasten the end of life for a 

terminal patient. 
• A doctor could refuse to maintain hormone treatments for a Transgender patient needing inpatient care for an infection. 
• A medical researcher could refuse to publish the results of a state-funded study because the scientific evidence conflicted 

with the researcher’s beliefs. 
• A health plan could require a woman to have routine sex with a man for a year before paying for fertility treatments with no 

exceptions for same-sex couples. 
The scwren.org lists information on the subcommittee members, should you wish to reach out to them. 
 
H 3050---Police reform legislation. The bill was referred to a Senate subcommittee on July 16. 
 
S 0200---The law that allows South Carolina to resume executions. Death by firing squad was added as an option, but the 
state has not yet worked out a system for how to do that. The SC Supreme Court has banned the executions until such 
time as the firing squad is available as an option or lethal injection becomes possible again. 
 
Fetal Heartbeat signed into law in February—SC has filed an appeal of a federal judge’s ruling that blocked South Caroli-
na’s strict abortion ban from taking effect. A 2018 Mississippi law that bans most abortions after 15 weeks was also struck 
down by a federal judge. Mississippi has appealed to the Supreme Court and the case will be taken up in December of 
this year. The Supreme Court refused to block the Texas law from going into effect, which could have an effect on the SC 
fetal heartbeat law currently being held up by a federal judge ruling.  
 
Note: To find out what is happening in the legislature, go to https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php. 
 
SC News 
The South Carolina Supreme Court rejected the city of Columbia’s mask mandate for schools, saying state law took prec-
edent. A federal judge in Florida ruled against Gov. DeSantis and allowed Florida schools to continue mask mandates. 
Too bad we don’t have a good judge like that in SC. 
 
Governor McMaster wants to use $360 million of Covid federal relief funds to widen I-26 between Columbia and Charles-
ton. 
 
A federal judge threw out a lawsuit filed by the Southern Environmental Law Center on behalf of the Coastal Conservation 
League trying to block the construction of Interstate 73. The Conservation League believes that I-73 would harm or  
destroy more than 350 acres of wetlands and 22 miles of streams. They say there are better alternatives, such as improv-
ing highways US 501 and SC 38. The I-73 project has an exorbitant price tag, which is difficult to justify considering the 
poor condition of SC roads and highways that already exist.  
 
On September 8, responding to President Biden’s vaccine mandate for employees of large companies and federal work-
ers, Governor McMaster said he would “pursue President Biden to the gates of hell” (see report on page 20). McMas-
ter has caused the death of South Carolinians with his refusal to permit mask mandates, so it would appear he has a 
friendly familiarity with “the gates of hell.” 
 
The SC Senate will convene in October for a special session, but there will not be a repeal of the law against mask man-
dates in the schools. The SC House does not plan to return, so there can be no vote. Perhaps they just don’t want to ruffle 
the feathers of the governor. McMaster said, “As long as I'm your governor, no government will be telling your child they 
have to wear a mask in school if you don't want them to." Senator McElveen (D-Sumter) points out the irony of accusing 
the federal government of overreach when that is exactly what McMaster is doing in SC. He is stopping local decisions 
from being made by local governments. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/bills/811.htm?link_id=1&can_id=6859c3870a6934fec2caa6993ee576a5&source=email-legislative-update-0617&email_referrer=email_1209766&email_subject=legislative-update-0617
https://www.scwren.org/blog/stops811/?fbclid=IwAR3p8heol5kWNRv2DToWKqTpRTij3Jhe8e4vGyEXdJ88-R5BsWfVOsZK5Rw&link_id=3&can_id=6859c3870a6934fec2caa6993ee576a5&source=email-legislative-update-0617&email_referrer=email_1209766&email_subject=legislative-update-0617
https://www.scwren.org/blog/stops811/?fbclid=IwAR3p8heol5kWNRv2DToWKqTpRTij3Jhe8e4vGyEXdJ88-R5BsWfVOsZK5Rw&link_id=3&can_id=6859c3870a6934fec2caa6993ee576a5&source=email-legislative-update-0617&email_referrer=email_1209766&email_subject=legislative-update-0617
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/sc-officials-file-appeal-of-federal-judges-order-blocking-abortion-law/article_fd25e0ee-df4f-11eb-95d7-a73d4098ac35.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%207821&utm_content=Politics%207821+CID_817d712674506dc1f7b1f8eb0d791b76&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Read%20more%20about%20the%20latest%20filing%20in%20the%20abortion%20ban%20lawsuit
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/20/politics/supreme-court-mississippi-abortion-law/index.html?utm_term=1632155501366142a5771feac&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=j6FXA5UUV9kRYYl8aByQPweQ6UYCy%2FYczVSEIFIz1v1uVR%2B1TM5nhF3fI7udggNu&bt_ts=1632155501369
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/20/politics/supreme-court-mississippi-abortion-law/index.html?utm_term=1632155501366142a5771feac&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=j6FXA5UUV9kRYYl8aByQPweQ6UYCy%2FYczVSEIFIz1v1uVR%2B1TM5nhF3fI7udggNu&bt_ts=1632155501369
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/01/us/supreme-court-texas-abortion.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210903&instance_id=39519&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=67988&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php
https://www.postandcourier.com/columbia/news/sc-supreme-court-rejects-columbias-covid-mask-mandate-in-schools/article_8a6e60d4-0c19-11ec-a9af-37c64f0562dd.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20090321&utm_content=Politics%20090321+CID_547a88f53350361fe16540a7cdbcb9f1&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=unanimously%20rejected%20Columbias%20new%20ordinance%20requiring%20masks%20in%20schools
https://www.cnn.com/us/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-vaccine-updates-09-08-21/h_51ab48dff48e67b143f9a5ae28c2974a?utm_term=1631120123650a6eb01106df7&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=6ZwUMNqHS5uYiF%2BQGXeNoY9ckTpCQhLzS9015FLSqSOhwFLb8Sb6jwQ34oTQavLJ&bt_ts=1631120123652
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/gov-mcmaster-proposes-using-360m-in-covid-aid-to-widen-i-26-between-columbia-and/article_d8ee8cca-0bec-11ec-8ac1-c7c32c0fce0a.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20090321&utm_content=Politics%20090321+CID_547a88f53350361fe16540a7cdbcb9f1&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=to%20use%20360%20million%20of%20federal%20COVID%20aid%20to%20widen%20Interstate%2026%20between%20Columbia%20and%20Charleston
https://www.postandcourier.com/myrtle-beach/news/sc-environmentalists-lawsuit-to-stop-i-73-dismissed-by-federal-judge/article_cfa3964c-0c0f-11ec-b716-3ff06d252d15.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20090321&utm_content=Politics%20090321+CID_547a88f53350361fe16540a7cdbcb9f1&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=overcame%20a%20potential%20roadblock%20after%20a%20federal%20judge%20dismissed%20a%202017%20lawsuit
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/gov-mcmaster-says-hell-oppose-biden-and-vaccination-requirement-to-the-gates-of-hell/article_f94815aa-11bd-11ec-8a21-3fb740bc83e0.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20091021&utm_content=Politics%20091021+CID_67046f46d24b527fc4ef50f0f9a8e840&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Henry%20McMaster%20lashed%20out%20at%20President%20Joe%20Bidens%20new%20federal%20vaccine%20requirements
https://www.theitem.com/stories/lawmakers-doubt-k-12-mask-rule-will-be-repealed-by-the-general-assembly,370757
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Local 
Please also see page 24 for information about our local redistricting committee. Part II of the forum was held on Septem-
ber 11.   
 
On September 4, Covid took the life of a teacher in South Middle School in Lancaster. On September 10, the school sys-
tem announced that a second teacher, also a special education teacher and also from South Middle School, had died 
from the virus. Meanwhile, Governor McMaster still refuses to allow schools to require masks, and the SC legislature re-
fuses to come back for a special session to overturn the law forbidding mask mandates. How is that not manslaughter? 
During the week of August 31-September 3, there were 345 active cases of the virus in the school system. Superinten-
dent Phipps said that “teachers are frightened despite coming in every day to do the job they love most.” Last year the 
schools were allowed to require masks, but this year “it is still illegal in the state of South Carolina for schools to mandate 
masks and Phipps says they can’t dip into their 130-million-dollar budget when state money makes up 70 percent of it.” 
He said, “There’s no way we could pay that. There’s no way we can pay teachers, we wouldn’t be able to keep the lights 
on so it’s just not something that we can do.”  
 
As of September 4, SC had the highest number of new cases in the country per capita. Reacting to the rising cases, Lan-
caster County closed the county administration building and the county libraries (The Lancaster News). 
 
The Lancaster County School System received $26 million from the federal government as part of the American Rescue 
Plan. The district will use the money to implement workshops in reading, writing, phonics, and math; create before and 
afterschool programs and summer learning programs; buy library books; pay teacher stipends for providing instruction for 
quarantined students and for taking an additional instructional workload; buy supplies to clean and sanitize facilities; buy 
educational software; provide devices or supplies necessary for instruction; and pay for other activities to maintain school 
operations (The Lancaster News).   

New Democrat Organization in Indian Land 
 

Dear Fellow Indian Land Democrats, 
 
I am asking you to join (no dues, no meetings yet) in the rebirth of the Indian Land Democrats organization, now to be 
called Indian Land Democrats. There is no reason to read on, unless you realize how important this is to those in Indian 
Land and Van Wyck. Our area Democrats do not have a voice. 
 
While we will work with, and through, the Lancaster County Democratic Party, the interests of the County parties are 
much broader and more diverse than ours. The soon-to-be-a-reality of statewide redistricting based upon the last census 
will not represent us because we have no unique voice. I heard voices from the local Republicans at a recent Senate re-
districting meeting, but not from Democrats. I heard York, Rock Hill, Newport, but not a voice from the Indian Land people. 
 
If you are ready to make a difference, if you are ready to add your name so we become a formidable group, then all I ask 
is that you email me your name, address, and best email. Please also ask your spouse to join us (if you have one), so 
long as he or she supports the Democratic party. 
 
Email scpanhandledemocratsclub@gmail.com 
 
Join our new group on Facebook at  
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2201549113206531 
 
I am taking this action alone, but I hope a few motivated souls will join me in making this a reality by being part of a for-
mation committee. We are going to need meeting space, funding from businesses, and coordination with the York and 
Lancaster County parties. While the city of Lancaster is not very far away, too many Indian Land people consider it far and 
rarely travel to attend a meeting or support the efforts of the party. Again, the party has a necessary focus on the city of 
Lancaster itself. 
 
The need for Indian Land and the greater panhandle to have a solid Democratic organization is not new. Indeed, before 
Trump took office there was a small but robust organization growing under the leadership of Sheila Bickford. As Sheila 
stepped away, the organization was in the hands of others, and it simply did not move on. 
 

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/state/south-carolina/article254133303.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/state/south-carolina/article254133303.html
https://www.wbtv.com/2021/09/08/lancaster-county-teacher-dies-covid-19-complications-district-says/
https://www.wbtv.com/2021/09/08/lancaster-county-teacher-dies-covid-19-complications-district-says/
https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/lancaster-news-09042021
https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/lancaster-news-09042021
mailto:scpanhandledemocratsclub@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2201549113206531
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We have lived through the worst of times nationally, but the focus of this fledgling group is to give our geographic area a 
voice in the area, the county, and the state. I ran a state senate campaign for Ram Mammadov a year ago. While he did 
not win, I learned a lot about our area and state. Suffice it to say, with a certain degree of exaggeration, we rank in the 
bottom half, if not in the bottom 3, of every measurable index of quality of life and infrastructure among all 50 states. 
 
It is vital to this area to have a voice. The other party does. We are unique in York and Lancaster counties. Demograph-
ically speaking, we are a suburb of Charlotte with the problems suburbia brings. The remainder of the county is both ur-
ban (the city of Lancaster) and rural. The needs of urban and rural parts are not always the same. Our incredible growth is 
not shared by Lancaster and the rural areas - our educational needs, our transportation needs, etc. 
 
While it is not official, we believe we are headed toward having a state senator and, perhaps, assemblyperson who will 
almost exclusively represent our geography. We will not know until the Republicans gerrymander this opportunity. Therein 
lies the need to get a voice. 
 
As soon as there is a bit of critical mass, perhaps 50-100 people, we will quickly organize, write a bit of governance, and 
begin to function with common goals. Be it Joe or Mia, we need to replace McMaster. We do not know who will run 
against Ralph Norman. It became more apparent in 2020-2021 that he is out of touch with reality and does not even rep-
resent the interests of moderate Republicans, if there are any left. Moderates and independents are the swing vote. The 
only way for our area to turn blue is to court their votes. It is happening in suburbia all across the nation. We have a mas-
sive influx of new people in the area, and they need to know there is a home for them. They need to know there is a 
chance to turn this area blue, as other parts of the state begin to evolve as well. 
 
 Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Joel D. Schaffer 
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Editorial and Opinions Section 
Please consider sharing your opinion messages as your time permits. I will put in comments and articles of any 
length. We need to share with each other. Your opinion and perspective are greatly valued here. Please submit to 
Attn: Associate Editor, Jennifer Jewett at lcdpscnews@gmail.com. Thanks!! 
… 
In his letter to The Lancaster News, Cary really nailed it: “To support and encourage an embittered, delusional old man,” 
what will “misguided Americans” do? Vaccine hesitancy is compared to complicity with commands given in Jonestown. 
 
Kimmel column: COVID denial a slo-mo repeat of Jonestown? 
 
On Nov. 18, 1978, an event in Jonestown, Guyana, occurred that shocked the world. 
 
A cult leader, Jim Jones, ordered his followers to initiate a mass murder-suicide. A total of 918 individuals died, most by 
suicide and many by drinking poisoned Kool-Aid. One-third of the deaths were minors, many children under 10, who were 
killed by, or with the approval of, their parents. 
 
What was particularly shocking is that this event went against two fundamental imperatives that almost all life, all species, 
on this planet instinctively follows: namely, protecting the young from harm, and self-preservation. 
 
While it is true that suicide and infanticide do occur, it is usually not a mass event. It is usually considered an aberration, 
an unfortunate act done by an individual. 
 
We are now watching Jonestown in slow motion. 
 
In order to support and encourage an embittered, delusional old man, a mob of misguided Americans is fighting to expose 
themselves and their children to a proven deadly virus. 
 
It is especially frightening that this cultish behavior is encouraged and supported as a movement within a political party. It 
is especially insidious that certain political leaders, who have sworn to protect their constituents, not only support but also 
encourage this outrageous behavior. 
 
We now see the impact of continuous repetition by media and political figures of propaganda denouncing our political sys-
tem and the sciences. 
 
We can only hope and pray that these misguided fellow Americans come to their senses. 
                    Cary Kimmel 
 
The above column appeared in The Lancaster News on September 4. 
….. 
Verta is going above and beyond duty by reminding people why they should care about redistricting and showing them the 
wealth of information available. Sadly, voters do not realize what a compelling topic this is. Lynn’s presentation showed 
lots of maps so that we could better understand our representation. Elected officials are not just carrying out a ceremonial 
role. They are making decisions that affect us, our neighbors, our children, and our grandchildren. Elected officials have a 
say in what is sometimes done FOR us, but also, sadly, many times what is done TO us. Lynn Teague praised the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund for taking issues to court when voter rights are not protected. In case you didn’t realize how much 
they do, take a look at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund website and it will give you a list of recent news articles showing 
NAACP participation nationwide. 
 
Looper column: Learn more about local redistricting here 
 
Lynn Teague, vice president for issues and action for the League of Women Voters, S.C., provided attendees with an en-
riching presentation on redistricting at the Make Your Vote Count: Demand Fair Maps community forum last weekend, 
sponsored by the Lancaster County Democratic Women’s Council and Lancaster County Democratic Party. One could 
attend virtually or in person at the Lancaster Library on Saturday, Aug. 28. 
 
Some of the highlights from Teague’s presentation included the following: 
 

https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/kimmel-column-covid-denial-slo-mo-repeat-jonestown
file:///%5C%5Cusers%5Csuzannepenuel%5CDownloads%5CVerta%20is%20going%20beyond%20duty%20by%20reminding%20people%20why%20they%20should%20care%20about%20redistricting%20and%20showing%20them%20the%20wealth%20of%20information%20available.%20Sadly,%20voters%20do%20not%20realize%20what%20a%20compelling%20topic%20this%20is.%20Lynn%E2%80%99s%20presentation%20showed%20lots%20of%20maps%20so%20that%20we%20could%20better%20understand%20our%20representation.%20Elected%20officials%20are%20not%20just%20carrying%20out%20a%20ceremonial%20role.%20They%20are%20making%20decisions%20that%20affect%20us,%20our%20neighbors,%20our%20children,%20and%20our%20grandchildren.%20Elected%20officials%20have%20a%20say%20in%20what%20is%20sometimes%20done%20FOR%20us,%20but,%20sadly,%20many%20times%20what%20is%20done%20TO%20us.%20Lynn%20Teague%20praised%20the%20NAACP%20Legal%20Defense%20Fund%20for%20taking%20issues%20to%20court%20when%20voter%20rights%20are%20not%20protected.%20In%20case%20you%20didn%E2%80%99t%20realize%20how%20much%20they%20do,%20take%20a%20look%20at%20the%20NAACP%20Legal%20Defense%20Fund%20website%20and%20they%20will%20give%20you%20a%20list%20of%20recent%20news%20articles%20showing%20their%20participation%20nationwide.
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What is gerrymandering? It can result from packing or concentrating communities into a few districts, where they win 
overwhelmingly, but not enough seats to have influence. 
 
Another method is cracking or splitting communities among several districts to ensure they don’t constitute a majority in 
any district. 
 
Anyone can access Teague’s Aug. 28 presentation at the league’s website, www.lwvsc.org. 
 
The South Carolina population in 2020 was 5,118,425. The preliminary 2020 Census data, which report the population of 
each state, was released last month. This data will be used by public officials to draw lines that determine voting districts. 
Senate districts must consist of 105,707 to 116,833 people each. 
 
The League of Women Voters is nonpartisan; its campaign is to make democracy work for everyone. The league is 
providing presentations across the state and engaging with other organizations to educate the community and advocate 
for fair maps. It recommends transparency, public involvement, virtual and in-person public hearings, with virtual capacity 
at all hearings, coupled with a publicized timeline and process. 
 
The S.C. House public hearings on redistricting have begun. In the Lancaster area, there is a hearing 6-8 p.m. on Sept. 
13 at the York Tech Barnes Theater in the Baxter M. Hood Center, 375 S. Anderson Road, Rock Hill. 
 
Learn more about redistricting in Lancaster County. Join Lancaster County Administrator Steve Willis, Lancaster City Ad-
ministrator Flip Hutfles, Heath Springs councilwoman Tameka Morrow, and LCDP chair Keith Grey for a panel discussion 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 11. It will be held at the Living Word Church, 400 W. Barr St., Lancaster, or virtually via Zoom. 
Register for the Zoom link at https://www.mobilize.us/dashboard/ lancastercountydemocraticpartysc/event/409004. Once 
you register, you will receive the Zoom link. 
 
Are you ready to learn all about redistricting in Lancaster? 
                               Verta Looper 
The above column appeared in The Lancaster News on September 4. 
 
Stevenson column: Setting the record straight on Afghanistan 

more 
This column is in response to Greg Summers’ news report on Congressman Ralph Norman’s town hall meeting on Aug. 
30. 
 
Norman and his House and Senate colleagues like to tell their supporters what they want to hear and not the facts. They 
are more concerned with getting elected again than they are with being good leaders and doing what is best for the coun-
try. 

I will give you several examples of this in this column. I apologize for this taking me so long to put together. I don’t have 
the staff that Norman has, but I am concerned about the facts he omitted. 

I want readers to know the correct facts about the troops withdrawn from Afghanistan. I am limiting this to a response to 
the Afghanistan troop withdrawal, but I am also concerned about other issues where vital facts are intentionally omitted 
from the discussion. 

Norman was quick to tally the number of weapons and equipment left behind. I think he was blaming President Joe Biden 
for this and hopefully not our brave soldiers. I was in ROTC at Clemson and my two-year commitment was reduced to 
infantry officer training and eight years in the reserves because we were withdrawing from Vietnam. I learned from fire-
power demonstrations, training exercises and especially from talking to my trainers who had returned from Vietnam that 
WAR IS HELL. Maybe Norman served longer and knows a lot more about the military than I do, but I don’t think it has 
changed that much. 

At the time of the Afghan withdrawal, we had approximately 5,000 troops in Afghanistan. In every picture that I saw of our 
troops leaving, they had their own weapons and equipment. Norman knew that the weapons and equipment that he re-
ported as being left behind were issued to the Afghan National Army. That was part of the $2 trillion that the United 
States has provided to the Afghans to defend their country over the last 20 years. 

https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/looper-column-learn-more-about-local-redistricting-here
https://www.thelancasternews.com/popular/today
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Our mission was twofold. First, we had to get ISIS out, and then, we planned to train and equip the Afghan army. This 
took place over a 20-year period. Twelve of those years we were under a Republican president, and eight years and 
eight months we were under a Democratic president. The house was controlled by the Republicans for 14 years, and the 
Senate was controlled by each party for 10 years. I don’t think there was very much oversight from the House or Senate. 
In other words, there are plenty of people who share responsibility. 

In referring to Biden and the Democratic Party, Norman said, “I have no answer other than there is an evil and elitism that 
is going on in this country.” That is our problem. Republicans don’t have answers for anything. 

Norman also failed to tell his constituents that on Feb. 29, 2020, under the Donald Trump administration, a peace treaty 
with the Taliban was signed. Some of the details are as follows: 

Draw down American troops to 8,500 during the first 135 days. 

Have the Afghans release 5,000 Taliban prisoners. This was reluctantly done by the Afghans on Sept. 20, 2020. 

American soldiers and American contractors should be out in 14 months in May 2021. 

The Taliban promised to keep terrorists out of Afghanistan. 

Norman also failed to tell his town hall attendees that, as a member of the Committee for Oversight and Reform, he met 
with a delegation of staff members who helped write the peace treaty. This took place on Sept. 22, 2020. I don’t recall 
any outrage from Norman at that time. 

Why was it evil when Biden carried out the terms of the treaty and not when Trump made the treaty? 

I’m not an expert, but I believe if we had not reduced our force and had held their prisoners until we withdrew, the opera-
tion would have gone better. But Biden didn’t have those tools to work with since the treaty had already been written and 
signed when Trump was president. Biden did send in an extra 3,000 Marines to help with the evacuation when he saw 
that the Afghan army was not defending their country. 

We spent $2 trillion on the Afghan war and lost 2,500 soldiers, 3,800 U.S. contractors, 66,000 Afghan soldiers and po-
licemen, 1,100 NATO soldiers and at least 47,000 Afghan civilians. 

About 52,000 Taliban members and terrorists were killed during this time. The Taliban were in leadership roles when this 
started. Hopefully, they will adhere to Trump’s treaty and keep the terrorists out. 

On Aug. 15, the Afghan president and other government officials and defense personnel left the country with suitcases 
full of money, according to reports. This was 15 days before our troops left. We have been propping up a corrupt gov-
ernment for years. While I was doing my research, I was coming up with a troop count of 200,000 to 300,000 Afghan sol-
diers and a consistent 75,000 Taliban soldiers. I later learned about ghost soldiers; these are soldiers that exist in name 
only to increase the level of American supplies and money for the Afghan army. Much of this time we had a Republican 
president. 

Norman is our elected representative. I’m sure that he took an oath to serve his constituents to the best of his ability. He 
is not doing his job when he knowingly leaves out basic facts about the Afghan war just to make our president and mili-
tary look bad. 

I will also add that Trump was correct in trying to get us out of Afghanistan. I also am proud of Biden for having the cour-
age to save our soldiers from another 20 years of war in a country that is not willing to fight for its own freedom. I’m sure 
Biden knew the Republicans would come after him for withdrawing our troops. They don’t let the fact that it was a Repub-
lican president who signed the treaty that set all this in motion deter their criticism. 

The Afghan National Army had great equipment and training and outnumbered the Taliban three to one, and they didn’t 
put up a fight. That is all the proof that I need that withdrawal from Afghanistan was the correct decision. 
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Thank you, presidents Trump and Biden. 
                                         Carlisle Stevenson 
The above column appeared in The Lancaster News on September 15. 
 
Stevenson column: COVID a matter of life and death 
Carlisle Stevenson served as an assistant principal at South Middle School. 
 
I am retired now, having spent most of my working life at South Middle School. There are lots of things I loved about 
South Middle. I am one of those people who love this age, and I loved our students. I loved the sports teams. I loved the 
chorus and band. (I even  took a bus trip with the band to Walt Disney World, but I digress.) 

I have lots of great memories. When I think back, some of my best memories are when I was invited to a special educa-
tion class to share a snack. I loved those students and the snacks they shared with me. I guess I am a bit sensitive these 
days about COVID-19 because South Middle recently lost two special ed teachers to COVID. 

I got angry when I read Congressman Ralph Norman’s response to a question about the COVID vaccine at the Aug. 30 
town hall meeting in Lancaster. He said, “I am weary of the COVID vaccine debate.” 

Congressman Norman, I am weary, too. I am weary of people dying from COVID. 

Norman is a representative of the 5th District. This is a matter of life and death. If he can’t deal with it, he should resign. 
South Carolina led the nation on a per-capita basis for COVID infections in early September. 

But Norman praises our governor, the leader of the state that is doing worse at controlling the virus than every state in 
the nation. The national average for COVID vaccination at that time was 54 percent. The S.C. rate was 48 percent. Could 
that be the reason that we led the nation in COVID cases per 100,000 residents? 

Norman has access to the best doctors and scientists in the world. He has heard what they have to say, and he and his 
family chose to get the vaccine. Norman had the vaccine and still caught COVID, but he also said that he didn’t know if it 
helped. 

All the research says that it helps. If you talk to the people who told you to take the vaccine, they will tell you that it 
helped. Centers for Disease Control research also says you are 11 times more likely to die if you don’t have the vaccine 
and you catch COVID. 

A lot of Norman’s constituents seem to get their information from Dr. Facebook and Dr. Conspiracy Theory. These 
sources don’t have a license to practice medicine. Norman should be a leader and tell the people the truth. 

We are having a third variant in Florida. If we don’t get people vaccinated, socially distancing and wearing masks in pub-
lic, we are in for big trouble. There will be many more deaths and variants to deal with. 

If our representatives had encouraged our citizens to take the COVID vaccine, which was developed and paid for under 
President Donald Trump and a Republican-controlled Congress, we would not need a mandate. 

The COVID vaccine is available to all who are age 12 and over. Please go to your nearest pharmacy, the health depart-
ment, or the MUSC-Lancaster Medical Center. The vaccine is given at no cost to you. 

We can defeat the coronavirus, just like we did polio, smallpox, and many other diseases. 

There have always been statesmen who value our country over their party and re-election. I was afraid that those decent 
men and women were disappearing, so I was delighted to read about Jim Justice, the Republican governor of West Vir-
ginia, urging West Virginians to take the vaccine. He cares enough about his fellow citizens to tell them the truth. He is 
telling his state’s population to take the vaccine, but you, Congressman Norman, are tired of it. 
                 Carlisle Stevenson 
The above column appeared in The Lancaster News on September 25, 2021. 

https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/stevenson-column-setting-record-straight-afghanistan
https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/stevenson-column-covid-matter-life-and-death
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Looper letter: Are you registered to vote? 
 
Don’t be left out; are you registered to vote? 
 
Did you know that every vote really does count? Join the crowd, make your vote count. 
 
National Voter Registration Day 2021 is Tuesday, Sept. 28. 
 
“It is a non-partisan civic holiday celebrating our democracy. First observed in 2012, it has quickly gained momentum ever 
since. Nearly 4.5 million voters have registered to vote on the holiday to date,” according to the League of Women Voters 
of California. “National Voter Registration Day seeks to create broad awareness of voter registration opportunities to reach 
tens of thousands of voters who may not vote otherwise. According to U.S. Census data from 2020, as many as one in 
four eligible Americans are not registered to vote.” 
 
South Carolina requires registration 30 days before an election in order to vote in that election. Check out the resources 
below for all the criteria to register. 
 
Are you sure you are registered to vote? Are you sure you know the location of your precinct? Do you know your voting 
district? Do you know where to go to see if you have the correct answers to these questions? 
 
Two resources are scvotes.gov and Vote.org. You may also contact the Lancaster County Board of Voter Registration 
and Elections in the Lancaster County Administration Building, 101 N. Main St., Lancaster, at-803-285-2969 or mahud-
son@lancastercountysc.net. 
 
Contact at least five people, and remind them to verify that they are registered. Tuesday is 2021 National Voter Registra-
tion Day. Are you sure that you are registered to vote? 
              Verta W. Looper 
              President, Lancaster County Democratic Women’s Council 
The above letter appeared in The Lancaster News on September 25, 2021. 

…………. 
Interesting Observations about Mike Pence: Jacob Jarvis says Pence is too loyal to Trump to attract those who stand firm-
ly against Trump, and not loyal enough to attract the MAGA crowd. Therefore,  he doesn’t have much of a future as a Re-
publican candidate.  
 
It wasn’t just Congressional Democrats asking Mike Pence to invoke the 25th Amendment on January 6. A Newsweek 
article says that people emailed Pence about January 6. A Freedom of Information request has uncovered a number of 
emails from the general public. NBC’s Scott MacFarlane posted two of these emails on Twitter. 
 
Newsweek.com: “Americans Emailed Pence, Officials Asking to Remove Trump From Office After Capitol Riot”  
 
Newsweek.com: “Mike Pence Was a January 6 Hero and That's Why He's Doomed” 
 
 
 

 
Jennifer Jewett, Editor,  

 Editorial and Opinions Section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/looper-letter-are-you-registered-vote
file:///%5C%5Cusers%5Csuzannepenuel%5CDownloads%5CInteresting%20Observations%20from%20Newsweek%20about%20Mike%20Pence:%20Jacob%20Jarvis%20says%20Pence%20is%20too%20loyal%20to%20Trump%20to%20attract%20those%20who%20stand%20firmly%20against%20Trump,%20and%20not%20loyal%20enough%20to%20attract%20the%20MAGA%20crowd.%20Therefore,%20%20he%20doesn%E2%80%99t%20have%20much%20of%20a%20future%20as%20a%20Republican%20candidate.
https://www.newsweek.com/mike-pence-january-6-hero-doomed-1612108
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SC 2022 Candidates  
For SC Governor 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(See next page) 
 

For the US Senate Seat of Tim Scott 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chair of the 
Spartanburg County Democratic Party 

Angela Geter 
 

 

Former US Representative 
Joe Cunningham 

Activist Gary 
Votour 

State Senator Mia McLeod 

 

 
Website 

 
Website 

 
Website 

 
Website 

 
Website 

SC House Representative 
Krystle Matthews 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Cunningham_(American_politician)#/media/File:Joe_Cunningham,_Official_Porrtait,_116th_Congress.jpg
https://www.joeforsouthcarolina.com/
https://twitter.com/joecunninghamsc
https://www.facebook.com/JoeCunninghamSC/
https://www.instagram.com/joecunninghamsc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcSm7Paa-nGMM7nraO8C2Hw/videos
https://www.miaforsc.com/
https://twitter.com/MiaforSC
https://www.facebook.com/miaforsc/
https://www.instagram.com/miaforsc/
https://www.gary4govsc.com/
https://twitter.com/Gary4GovSC
https://www.facebook.com/gvotour
https://www.geterforussenate.com/
https://twitter.com/geterforsenate
https://www.facebook.com/geterforsenate
https://www.instagram.com/geterforsenate/
https://matthewsforsenate.com/
https://twitter.com/kmforsenate
https://www.facebook.com/MatthewsforSenate/
https://www.instagram.com/matthewsforsenate/
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The LCDP Brings the Candidates to You 
Joe Cunningham is the first of many candidates we are bringing for you to meet and greet. We 
are working with the other campaign teams, and we will bring you local, state, and national 
candidates as they enter the various races. 

 
Campaign Visit to Lancaster County by Joe Cunningham 

 
Former US Representative and 2022 candidate for governor of SC Joe Cunningham came to Lancaster County on 
September 23. He met supporters at Punky’s on Main at 2:30 PM and then traveled to Sun City for a cocktail 
 fundraiser in a private home at 5:00 PM.  At 7:00 PM, he spoke to the Sun City Democrats Club. 
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              Punky’s on Main with LCDP Chair Keith Grey 

 

 
               With Mayor DeVenny 

 
                                        Sun City 
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                         At a private home 

  

Thank you to Bre Maxwell and Rita Kimmel for the photos. 
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Biden’s Cabinet 
 

Office Person Office Person 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken Secretary of Treasury Janet Yellen 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin Attorney General Merrick Garland 
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo Secretary of Labor Martin Walsh 
Secretary of Health and 
Human Services 

Xavier Becerra Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development 

Marcia Fudge 

Secretary of Transporta-
tion 

Pete Buttigieg Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm 

Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs 

Denis McDonough 

Secretary of Homeland   
Security 

Alejandro Mayorkas   

Cabinet-level Officials 
White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain US Trade Representative Katherine Tai 
Director of National         
Intelligence 

Avril Haines Director of the CIA William J. Burns 

Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection   
Agency 

Michael S. Regan Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration 

Isabel Casillas Guzman 

Director of the  
Office of Management and 
Budget 

Shalanda Young US Ambassador to the  
United Nations 

Linda Thomas Greenfield 

Chair of the Council of 
Economic Advisors 

Cecilia Rouse US Presidential Envoy for 
Climate 

John Kerry 

Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology 
Policy—Science Advisor 
to the President 

Eric Lander   

Other 
Chairman DNC Jaime Harrison Press Secretary Jen Psaki 
Deputy Chief of Staff Jen O’Malley Dillon Chief Medical Adviser Dr. Anthony Fauci 
Deputy Chief of Staff Bruce Reed   
Note:  All of the  4,000 appointments of President  Biden would be too space-consuming to cover, but you can check 
them out with this link. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Get to know President Biden’s cabinet and Staff 

Featured profiles of cabinet members concluded with the September issue, but you will find infor-
mation on all of them on this website. 

Note: All cabinet photos are public domain from Wikipedia. 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Joe_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_appointments_by_Joe_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_appointments_by_Joe_Biden
https://dedipic.com/render/joe-biden-lowpoly-style-portrait-sticker/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Joe_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Joe_Biden
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The Remainder of this Year 
As we go through the remainder of this, President Biden’s first year, we will leave the plans he has outlined in place and 
evaluate his accomplishments.  
 
Covid-19—The FDA approved offering Pfizer booster shots to people 65 and older, health care workers, and people at 
high risk in September. The booster will be administered 6-8 months after an individual’s second shot. People with com-
promised immune systems were able to get a booster beginning in August, and at least 28 days after their second shot. 
The Pfizer vaccine has now been fully approved by the FDA, which will, hopefully, encourage more people waiting to go 
ahead and get a shot. 
 
Immigration—The newest crisis at the border is being caused by an estimated 12,000 Haitian immigrants, as of Septem-
ber 21, who have crossed the Rio Grande and are camped in Del Rio, Texas. It is a bit of a puzzle how such a large group 
of people could get there from an island separated by 838 miles of water from the closest part of the U.S. mainland, which 
is Florida. But the Haitians do not appear to be arriving in Texas by way of Florida—they are coming from Mexico. As 
usual, President Biden is being criticized from all sides as he struggles to deal with the problem. There have been accusa-
tions that the U.S. Border Patrol is using excessive force in dealing with the immigrants, and the Department of Homeland 
Security is investigating that charge. The Biden administration has begun deporting the immigrants back to Haiti because 
there does not appear to be another alternative, but the Mexican government has said it will consider requests for asylum 
there. The rapid deportations were made possible by “a pandemic-related authority adopted by former President Donald 
Trump in March 2020 that allows for migrants to be immediately removed from the country without an opportunity to seek 
asylum.” President Biden exempted unaccompanied minors from the order. Any Haitians not expelled have the right to 
seek asylum. The families of Haitians permitted to remain are released into the U.S. because the government cannot 
generally hold children. President Trump, totally in character with his unsympathetic self, issued a statement on Septem-
ber 19:  “Our country is rapidly becoming a cesspool of humanity. Murderers, drug dealers, and criminals of all shapes 
and sizes are a big part of this massive migration.” Daniel Foote, the US special envoy for Haiti, resigned on September 
22, calling the deportations “inhumane.” The Biden administration will raise the cap on refugee admissions to 125,000 for 
the next year. A pathway to legalization for millions of immigrants will likely be excluded from the $3.5 trillion economic 
agenda bill because of a ruling by the Senate parliamentarian. 
 
New Legislation in Progress-- Democrats are putting together a new bill to slow climate change, reduce poverty and 
expand pre-K-college financial aid and Medicare benefits. Medicare would expand to cover vision, hearing, and dental. 
Medicaid would expand in the states that have not signed up for the program. 
 
Bidencare 
This year’s enrollment for ACA insurance ended on August 15. However, individuals who meet the criteria for special- 
case enrollment can still apply for insurance.  
 
Visit HealthCare.gov/to apply for benefits through the ACA Health Insurance Marketplace: 1-800-318-2596 (TTY: 1-855-
889-4325)  Local help: https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/ 

 
The American Families Plan 

 
The American Families Plan will do these things: 

1. Add at least four more years of free education. 
2. Provide direct support to children and families. 
3. Extend tax cuts for families with children and American workers. 

For details, please go to the above link. 
The Made in America Tax Plan 

1. A higher corporate tax rate to bring business taxes back to previous levels to collect sufficient revenue to fund es-
sential new investments. Before President Trump’s tax cut, corporate tax revenues contributed 2% of the GDP, 
and after that, contribution dropped to 1%. 

2. A fairer tax system that would reward labor and bring up the share of national income that is provided by labor. 
3. A country by country minimum tax to eliminate the incentives for multinational companies to engage in offshore 

investments that shift profits to other countries.  

https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/17/health/fda-vrbpac-booster-meeting/index.html?utm_term=163191113635549d1dd56ef9c&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=KC6Pug%2BPodkF4fjI2EfhMA3bc%2BTJlwlg0YPXm%2FkcHtoBn72P0s0lkIe6VHbHDdXp&bt_ts=1631911136357
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/17/health/fda-vrbpac-booster-meeting/index.html?utm_term=163191113635549d1dd56ef9c&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=KC6Pug%2BPodkF4fjI2EfhMA3bc%2BTJlwlg0YPXm%2FkcHtoBn72P0s0lkIe6VHbHDdXp&bt_ts=1631911136357
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/coronavirus/who-can-get-covid-booster-shots-and-when-can-they-get-them-heres-what-to-know/2591379/
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/coronavirus/who-can-get-covid-booster-shots-and-when-can-they-get-them-heres-what-to-know/2591379/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/09/21/what-led-haitian-nationals-migrating-u-s-southern-border/8419170002/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/20/us/politics/haitians-border.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/20/us/politics/haitians-border.html
https://apnews.com/article/health-mexico-texas-caribbean-immigration-56f1f0093039e2a43e128b7ef0015485
https://news.yahoo.com/influx-of-haitian-migrants-presents-new-challenge-for-white-house-195123462.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/23/politics/daniel-foote-haiti/index.html?utm_term=163240293597488d920138729&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=fXHyQQGMn7FJbV826TCgywUVhUIi1hSPPapXxhbdXTQ5F02XtMjfjPz%2BKuRXTbBb&bt_ts=1632402935976
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/19/politics/immigration-senate-parliamentarian-budget-reconciliation/index.html?utm_term=1632100863539d1373a86355a&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=Shq0r3YE2Bglj6FFEfcc5VCdOHTtmUUiDRo6Q7e3WISbJIbEHmwBxr4aGdKn4zB7&bt_ts=1632100863542
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/24/us/politics/house-budget-social-safety-net.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210826&instance_id=38875&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=67284&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/28/fact-sheet-the-american-families-plan/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/MadeInAmericaTaxPlan_Report.pdf
http://clipart-library.com/sick-boy-cliparts.html
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4. An incentive for other countries to join in a global agreement to implement minimal tax rules worldwide. Currently, 
countries compete to offer multinational countries the lowest corporate taxes. Countries with a low standard of liv-
ing for their workers have the advantage. President Biden’s plan would level the playing field. 

5. A minimum tax on large, rich companies that have major differences in income reported to shareholders and in-
come reported to the IRS. The plan includes funding and resources for the IRS to audit companies to be sure they 
are paying their fair share. 

6. Promotion of green technologies through tax incentives and by ending subsidies to fossil fuels.     
 
The American Jobs Plan 

All of the projects below will create jobs. 
1. Fix highways, bridges, ports, airports, and transit systems. 
2. Clean up drinking water, renew the electric grid, and make high-speed broadband available for all. 
3. Build and/or rehabilitate more than two million affordable, accessible, energy-efficient homes and commercial 

buildings. Modernize schools and child care facilities. Upgrade veterans' hospitals and federal buildings. 
4. Create jobs and raise wages and benefits for essential home care workers. 
5. Revitalize manufacturing, invest in R & D, and train workers for jobs of the future. 
6. Create well-paying jobs in safe and healthy workplaces. All products must be made in America and shipped on 

American-owned and crewed ships. Ensure that workers have the right to organize or join a union. 
The American Rescue Plan 

1. National vaccination program. 
2. Stimulus checks to American individuals and families. 
3. Support struggling communities and small businesses. 
4. Safely reopen schools. Provide the resources and funds to schools and states that they need to do so. 
5. Expand the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund. 
6. Mobilize a public health jobs program to deal with Covid-19. 
7. Provide emergency paid leave to 106 million Americans to slow the spread of the virus. Reimburse companies 

with fewer than 500 employees and states for the cost of the paid leave. 
8. Provide expanded paid sick and family medical leave. 
9. Extend unemployment benefits. 
10. Extend evictions and foreclosure moratoriums and help support renters and small landlords. 
11. Help secure housing for the homeless and those about to be homeless. 
12. Address the hunger crisis with support for SNAP and WIC and partnering with restaurants to help feed the hun-

gry. 
13. Preserve and expand health care, including veterans’ health care.  
14. Address health disparities with funding and support for underserved communities. 
15. Protect vulnerable populations in group settings like nursing homes. 
16. Identify and deal with emerging new strains of the virus. 
17. Provide critical supplies like protective gear and deploy the National Guard to help. 
18. Invest in treatments for Covid-19. 
19. Protect workers from Covid-19. 
20. Restore U.S. leadership globally in fighting the pandemic.  
21. Try to persuade Congress to increase the minimum wage to $15.00.  
22. Modernize to help prevent future cyber attacks. 
23. The American Rescue Plan has increased the Child Tax Credit available to families until the end of 2021. The 

new expanded CTC will be $3,600 per year per child ages 0-6 and $3,000 per year for children ages 6-17.  
 
Eligible families began receiving payments in mid-July and will continue receiving them through December of this 
year. On June 21, the Biden administration held a Child Credit Awareness Day  to get the word out. For details 
please go to “10 Things to Know About the Expanded Child Tax Credit.” 
 

 
 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-plan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2021/01/20/president-biden-announces-american-rescue-plan/
https://www.clasp.org/blog/10-things-know-about-expanded-child-tax-credit
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International Issues 
 
Afghanistan---The longest US war is over, but the fallout from that war will likely be with us for a long time to come. Au-
gust 31 marked the last day, but there are still Americans remaining there along with thousands of Afghans who worked 
for the American and allied forces who fear for their lives and are desperate to leave. However, these people have not 
been abandoned for all time. On September 6, the US successfully helped four American citizens leave Afghanistan via 
an overland route to a third country.  US National Security Council spokeswoman Emily Horne said, “We are continuing 
intensive work across the U.S. government to facilitate the safe transit of these individuals and other U.S. citizens, LPRs, 
and Afghans who have worked for us who wish to leave Afghanistan. We will continue to provide proven options for leav-
ing.”  Nevertheless, Republicans are using the ISIS attack that killed American military as an excuse to try to mortally 
wound President Biden, although they most certainly could not have done a better job without having knowledge that only 
the future could bring.  What he should have done differently is only clear in looking back. They have also chastised Pres-
ident Biden for trusting the Taliban to help with the evacuation, but it has now been revealed that the Taliban did keep that 
promise. In a secret agreement with the US, Taliban members escorted groups of Americans to the gates of the airport 
and set up “call centers” to guide Americans through the evacuation process.   
 
The end of the Afghanistan war has led to a new foreign policy doctrine for the Biden administration. Avoiding forever 
wars and focusing on containing the threats of China and Russia will be the primary goals. Second in line will be fighting 
cyber attacks and increasing cyber security. Fighting terrorism will change from a “boots on the ground” approach to satel-
lites and unmanned drones. If our military is deployed, it will not be to impose democracy and reshape governments. Our 
military will deploy only to protect our security, and protecting our security will not translate into getting pulled into long-
term involvement in the civil wars of other countries. Democracy and human rights will still be high on the list of foreign 
policy, but goals will be pursued using economic tools and diplomacy instead of military intervention.   
 
Unfortunately, drone strikes to retaliate against ISIS for the attack that killed our military and others at the airport and to 
prevent future attacks have gone tragically wrong. A strike took place on August 29 on a compound that allegedly housed 
an ISIS facilitator and three civilians supporting him. Later investigation determined that all four were civilians. A vehicle 
was also struck that contained 10 civilians, 7 of them children, and none connected with ISIS.  
 
Meanwhile, back in Afghanistan, the Taliban plans to appoint their highest religious leader as Afghanistan’s supreme au-
thority, a position similar to “Supreme Leader” in Iran. Their new hardline government includes veteran Taliban member 
Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund as interim prime minister and Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, a co-founder of the mili-
tant group, as his deputy. Mullah Yaqoob, one of the deputy leaders of the Taliban, will be defense minister. 
Sirajuddin Haqqani, head of the Haqqani network, a US-designated terror group aligned with the Taliban and al-Qaeda, 
will be acting interior minister. There is a $10 million US bounty on Haqqani’s head. Four men appointed to senior posi-
tions were previously detained by the US at Guantánamo Bay and were released as part of a prisoner swap for Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl in 2014. The Taliban appointed an ambassador to the U.N., but an envoy from Afghanistan’s failed government 
still holds that post.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/30/politics/us-military-withdraws-afghanistan/index.html?utm_term=16303673241356613d3ec95e3&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1630367324137&bt_ee=pwTBNjCG43ST%2BG5DYKIG%2BAhrxOpq%2FhGL634FsBSc8lypel1mO5tRPMe1%2Buhh1qBe&bt_ts=1630367324137
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/06/politics/four-us-citizens-afghanistan-departure/index.html?utm_term=1630947323850809189ded761&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=IGV774d4nPIaI2uwgcpivzQg3%2BQKMF43KSl1t2HB9D%2BcYyuZNCxSegD097VcIXEX&bt_ts=1630947323852
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/31/politics/taliban-escorted-american-kabul-airport/index.html?utm_term=1630430080167d5a41ac62ce7&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1630430080169&bt_ee=%2F1gDo3yPXQxUj4NJJPAAd%2FpG7ReXZViupEAnAM6akso2vTirs4S546msbd5qsdvZ&bt_ts=1630430080169
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/31/politics/taliban-escorted-american-kabul-airport/index.html?utm_term=1630430080167d5a41ac62ce7&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1630430080169&bt_ee=%2F1gDo3yPXQxUj4NJJPAAd%2FpG7ReXZViupEAnAM6akso2vTirs4S546msbd5qsdvZ&bt_ts=1630430080169
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/17/politics/kabul-drone-strike-us-military-intl-hnk/index.html?utm_term=163190594010534eeefdd2827&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=lhxrPlcceiVksWmHPPf2VUiFUVuMLM4fs3szYmTEI8XsDrzQTy1LRsaiErh2xvF%2F&bt_ts=1631905940107
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/01/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-government-leader.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210902&instance_id=39433&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=67884&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/21/world/americas/the-taliban-nominate-a-un-envoy-complicating-a-quandary-for-the-general-assembly.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210922&instance_id=40992&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=69558&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
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Climate Summit—President Biden hosted a virtual climate summit on September 17 as a follow-up to his Leaders Sum-
mit on Climate in April. Attending were leaders from Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, the European Commission, the Eu-
ropean Council, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Korea, Mexico, and the United Kingdom as well as the UN Secretary-General. 
Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry chaired a ministerial session with China, Germany, India, and Russia. 
 
Four topics were discussed during the conference: 

1. Actions that should be taken before COP 26 (Climate Change Conference of Parties) in Glasgow. 
2. Potential participation in the Global Methane Pledge to be initiated at COP 26. 
3. The importance of a successful COP outcome that demonstrates commitment of all members to the Paris Agree-

ment. 
4. Plans to increase climate action after the Glasgow summit  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dispute with France—Our ally France is so angry with the United States and President Biden that the French govern-
ment recalled its ambassador. They also recalled their ambassador from Australia. The cause of their anger is a new na-
tional security partnership of the United States, the U.K., and Australia in which Australia will obtain nuclear-powered 
submarines from the U.S. and the U.K. That has cost France a $65 billion contract to sell conventional submarines to Aus-
tralia. President Biden believes providing Australia with nuclear-powered submarines is a major step to countering China. 
On September 22, President Biden called President Macron, and the first step was taken to burying the hatchet. President 
Biden agreed with President Macron that it would have been better to have had open consultation with the French before 
making the deal with Australia. The conversation was tense but remained friendly, and President Macron said the French 
ambassador will return to the United States. The two leaders will meet to continue the conversation during the Group 20 
Summit in Rome in October. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/17/meeting-of-the-major-economies-on-energy-and-climate-september-17-2021-chairs-summary/
file://users/suzannepenuel/Downloads/nn.com/2021/09/17/politics/french-ambassador-to-the-us-recalled/index.html
file://users/suzannepenuel/Downloads/nn.com/2021/09/17/politics/french-ambassador-to-the-us-recalled/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/22/politics/macron-biden-call/index.html?utm_term=16323310549236bb2e76c26fc&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=I88IXSaqlmA3T9OUuMuT2TB2M6nTWoLEOBN65AAqyhIOTXWY9gafJy%2BILB2Wl0ls&bt_ts=1632331054925
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=France#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=France&gsc.page=1
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=Australia#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=Australia&gsc.page=1
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=America%20eagle#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=America%20eagle&gsc.page=1
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News Points to Review 
September 1, 2021---The House Select committee requested that telecommunications companies preserve the phone 
records of GOP members of Congress and former President Donald Trump, as well as members of the Trump family, who 
participated in the "Stop the Steal" rally that led to the Capitol insurrection. Kevin McCarthy threatened the companies and 
said, "If these companies comply with the Democrat order to turn over private information, they are in violation of federal 
law and subject to losing their ability to operate in the United States." He said that “a Republican majority will not forget 
and will stand with Americans to hold them fully accountable under the law." 
 
September 3, 2021---The Supreme Court refused to rule against the Texas abortion law using a procedure known as “the 
shadow docket.” This is a ruling that is made quickly without written briefings, oral arguments, or signed opinions. In doing 
this, the six Republican-appointed judges are rolling over the three Democratic-appointed judges. In so doing, they are 
demonstrating that they are often willing to aggressively overturn longstanding precedents, in campaign finance, election 
law, business regulation, and other areas. The shadow docket expands their power to shape American society and take it 
far to the right. Since the Supreme Court would not block the law, the US Department of Labor is suing Texas over the 
law.  
 
September 9, 2021---President Biden announced that the Department of Labor is developing an emergency rule that will 
require all federal workers and contractors and all large companies with 100 or more employees to mandate vaccines for 
all their employees or to require that they show a negative test at least once a week. To that Governor McMaster re-
sponded that he would oppose President Biden to “the gates of hell.” He said that Biden and the Democrats who sup-
port him have “turned the American Dream into a nightmare. They have declared war on capitalism, thumbed their noses 
at the Constitution, and empowered our enemies.” So it was okay by him for former President Trump to thumb his nose at 
the Constitution by trying to overthrow an election, empower our enemies by his cozy dealings with Russia, and declare 
war on decency, humanity, and compassion. (See cartoon on page 32.)   
  
September 14, 2021---Republicans failed in their attempt to remove California governor Gavin Newsom from office for his 
diligent efforts to keep California safe from the virus. Newsom won with 64 percent of the votes, demonstrating that the 
majority of California voters are sensible people. 
 
September 18, 2021---Despite the violence graphically displayed on TV for the world to see, many Republicans are start-
ing to color the January 6 riot as courageous acts by patriotic Americans. On September 18, supporters of Donald Trump 
held a rally, called “Justice for J6,” to protest what they call the unfair treatment of people arrested for participation in the 
January 6. attack. Attendance was much lower than expected. There was a massive police presence, but the rally took 
place peacefully. A CNN poll found that 76 percent of Republicans still believe the election was stolen from Donald 
Trump.  
 
September 20, 2021---A circus is taking place around the new abortion law in Texas. Dr. Alan Braid, a doctor from San 
Antonio, Texas, performed an abortion in defiance of the law and announced that he had done it. Dr. Braid said he felt he 
had to defy the law in order to provide health care for his patients. Oscar Stilley, a former tax attorney in Arkansas who is 
serving a home confinement sentence for a federal conviction on tax crimes, was the first to take advantage of the fact 
that anybody can sue over a violation. He said he is suing Dr. Braid to get a judge to rule on the law, which Stilley said he 
opposes. A second lawsuit was filed by an Illinois resident who calls himself “a pro-choice plaintiff.” A spokesman for Tex-
as Right to Life said that neither suit had anything to do with supporting the law and that both cases were “self-serving 
legal stunts.” 
 
September 21, 2021---On September 21, the House passed a spending bill that will raise the debt ceiling through 2022 
and fund the government through December 3 of this year. If the debt ceiling is not raised, the government will shut down 
on October 1, and the U.S. will not be able to pay its bills. Mitch McConnell said the Senate Republicans will vote against 
raising it. What McConnell chose not to say is that a huge part of the debt was caused by the Republican tax cuts and 
spending during the Trump administration, and the debt ceiling will have to be raised. McConnell just wants the Demo-
crats to take the blame for it, and to further wound the Biden administration. Also included in the bill to raise the debt ceil-
ing are $28.6 billion in disaster relief funding and $6.3 billion to assist Afghanistan evacuees.  
 
September 25, 2021---Poetic justice. An audit in Arizona ordered by Republicans to review the 2020 election increased 
President Biden’s margin of victory.  
 
September 25, 2021---It appears that all of the time SC Senator Lindsey Graham spent groveling at Trump’s feet has not 
bought him a gold star. Trump is now criticizing Graham because he is angry with him for not fighting hard enough to help 
him overturn the election. We guess trying to pressure Georgia into adding enough nonexistent votes to let Trump win the 
state did not count.     
 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/kevin-mccarthy-january-6-committee-telecommunications-companies-records/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/01/us/supreme-court-texas-abortion.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210903&instance_id=39519&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=67988&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/us/supreme-court-election-cases.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210903&instance_id=39519&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=67988&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/us/supreme-court-election-cases.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210903&instance_id=39519&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=67988&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/09/politics/biden-administration-texas-abortion-law/index.html?utm_term=16312151745486df92af7c770&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=oJMpBZN3GAlQA9%2BMZQNpLQbnmOE4ueV54hZwAvDCET9Crr%2BLmMQHS67gfWV5p8wc&bt_ts=1631215174551
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/biden-covid-19-vaccine-mandates-announcement/
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/gov-mcmaster-says-hell-oppose-biden-and-vaccination-requirement-to-the-gates-of-hell/article_f94815aa-11bd-11ec-8a21-3fb740bc83e0.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20091021&utm_content=Politics%20091021+CID_67046f46d24b527fc4ef50f0f9a8e840&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Henry%20McMaster%20lashed%20out%20at%20President%20Joe%20Bidens%20new%20federal%20vaccine%20requirements
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/gov-mcmaster-says-hell-oppose-biden-and-vaccination-requirement-to-the-gates-of-hell/article_f94815aa-11bd-11ec-8a21-3fb740bc83e0.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20091021&utm_content=Politics%20091021+CID_67046f46d24b527fc4ef50f0f9a8e840&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Henry%20McMaster%20lashed%20out%20at%20President%20Joe%20Bidens%20new%20federal%20vaccine%20requirements
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/14/us/newsom-governor-california-recall.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210915&instance_id=40422&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=68945&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/live-updates/justice-for-j6/?id=80019940
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/04/politics/2020-election-donald-trump-voter-fraud/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/20/politics/texas-abortion-doctor-lawsuit/index.html?utm_term=163217559326287973805314a&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=3DBq99Tpq6fc9Zfl21qCR%2BUt2qvrk0JocSnbczQmdlwfvZBnWdKWipYo4wO%2B3uSI&bt_ts=1632175593265
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/21/politics/house-vote-government-funding-debt-limit/index.html?utm_term=163227204574654a385c1d2cd&utm_source=cnn_Breaking+News&utm_medium=email&bt_ee=3M3w%2F959U%2FJTfVtU7qF0j%2BWYZfxY2ygneOAlz6OijPtBWmPa1z%2B9chVJljOy1vG%2F&bt_ts=1632272045749
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/24/us/arizona-election-review-trump-biden.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210924&instance_id=41203&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=69784&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/trump-takes-a-jab-at-sc-sen-lindsey-graham-in-late-night-email-blast/article_bf966870-1c6c-11ec-b443-eb8e0847b1c6.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20092421&utm_content=Politics%20092421+CID_f930a31be5cd351c2b642bdd20be6079&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=lashed%20out%20at%20longtime%20and%20dependable%20ally%20Lindsey%20Graham%20in%20a%20late-night%20email%20blast
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Traveling Democrats by Jennifer Jewett 
 

 
Boykin, SC 

Nine miles south of Camden in Kershaw County is a settlement with a long history that reveals a very independent way of 
life back to Revolutionary times. Boykin has an eventful history, and it maintains a quaintness that allows the visitor to ex-
perience a way of life that doesn’t exist just anywhere in the US. It is off Highway 521 on Highway 261. It was settled in 
1755.  
 
The old buildings and the mill are really appealing. There is a 1740 cabin, and the Boykin Mill is 200 years old. The mill 
pond was dammed in 1792 by Burwell Boykin, son of founder William Boykin. The pond was originally 400 acres. The 
Boykin Company Grill is open for lunch and features some standard favorites such as sandwiches and cheeseburgers, as 
well as vegetable and meat combinations of Southern dishes. Another interesting building is the Swift Creek Baptist 
Church, which is still used for events and ceremonies. 
 
Back to the mill pond—it powered a grist mill, flour mill, and sawmill. You can still buy grits made on the site, and if you 
need recipes for grits, the proprietors will give you the recipes. 
 
The area around Swift Creek Baptist Church and the mill is the site of a Civil War battle. The battle occurred after Lee had 
already surrendered, and as the Union and Confederate soldiers fought, Lieutenant Stevens of Massachusetts became 
the last federal officer killed in the Civil War. 
 
One of the Boykin descendants bred the Boykin Spaniel, which is the South Carolina state dog. The dog is bred for hunt-
ing but is also small enough to ride in a boat. I know of at least one family in Lancaster who has a Boykin Spaniel.  
 
In traveling to Boykin, you would most likely travel through Camden, which is the largest city in Kershaw County. Known 
for antique shops, Camden has a good selection of restaurants and some interesting events throughout the year. It has 
been a center of activity for horse owners and held the Carolina Cup horse race for many years. Camden is the site of a 
Revolutionary War battle and has several sites established to commemorate that event. The slogan for Camden used to 
be “Cornwallis left a lot to see.” Try a visit to Boykin and Camden to see a special part of the South Carolina Midlands 
(SCIWAY). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuing our tour of the most beautiful and/or interesting places in South Carolina…  

The Old Grits Mill 

Boykin Company Grille and Store 
 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=boykin%2c+kershaw+county%2c+south+carolina+history&filters=dtbk:%22MCFvdmVydmlldyFyY19wcm9kX2hpc3RvcnkhZGE4OGFjM2QtMDE5OC0xMmUzLTQzNzItNWU4ZWZmY2M3Yzgz%22&FORM=DEPNAV
https://www.bing.com/search?q=boykin%2c+kershaw+county%2c+south+carolina+history&filters=dtbk:%22MCFvdmVydmlldyFyY19wcm9kX2hpc3RvcnkhZGE4OGFjM2QtMDE5OC0xMmUzLTQzNzItNWU4ZWZmY2M3Yzgz%22&FORM=DEPNAV
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Old Mill Pond Steak House---All 
3 connected buildings house 
the restaurant. 

Old Mill Pond 

The Broom Place 
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Events 
LCDP Meeting on September 2  

 
The guest speakers for the September meeting were Amber Jackson, Executive Director of the United Way of Lancaster, 
and Sharon Novinger, Lancaster County Partners for Youth. The topic of their presentation was the Lancaster Area Coali-
tion for the Homeless (LACH) and the problems LACH has in helping the rapidly growing homeless population in Lancas-
ter County. LACH was created in 2014 after the exit of Family Promise. LACH supplies blankets, winter clothing, hygiene 
supplies, information, referrals, and, when available, hotel vouchers. Lancaster County does not have an emergency 
homeless shelter, and there is a critical need for one. Unfortunately, due to the complicated laws on zoning and building 
occupancy restrictions in Lancaster County, LACH has not been able to find a building that the county will permit to be 
used as a homeless shelter. Neighboring counties that do have homeless shelters, apparently, have fewer restrictions. 
However, they cannot accommodate referrals from Lancaster because they are overflowing with homeless from their own 
area. LACH continues to search for a building that will satisfy the main restrictions of Lancaster County, but finding one in 
the immediate future does not look promising.  
 
Additional activities of LACH: 

• Point in Time (PIT) surveys during which there is an attempt to locate as many as possible of the homeless of the 
county and count them. This information is turned in to HUD. 

• Project Connect---Homeless people and those at risk of becoming homeless are invited to events that allow them 
to take advantage of free resources. 

• Cardboard Box City---This is a one-night event during which local youth spend the night in a cardboard box to 
raise awareness. Box rental is collected. 

• Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week in November---There is an event each day, Monday through Friday, to 
raise awareness about the plight of the homeless.  

 
If you would like to help, you could donate items such as blankets to LACH and/or contact your county council member to 
request that the council be more supportive of the county’s homeless population.  
n.  
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September 23 Blood Drive 
 

A blood drive sponsored by the LCDP was held on September 23 in the parking lot of Lancaster Bowling Center. This was 
the first blood drive of many to come. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Redistricting  
 

Part II of the community forum on redistricting, sponsored by the LCDWC and the LCDP, was held on September from 11 
AM – 12:30 PM. The forum focused specifically on Lancaster, with County Administrator Steve Willis and City Administra-
tor Flip Hutfles serving on a panel. Guests were only able to attend by Zoom because the library was closed due to the 
virus. Rev. Wayne Murray graciously offered his church as a location for the Zoom broadcast. Councilwoman Tameka 
Morrow was the moderator, LCDP Chair Keith Grey introduced the speakers, and Katie Crosby, LCDP 1st Vice-Chair, 
served as Zoom host.  
 
Steve Willis and Flip Hutfles gave an excellent and very educational presentation on what redistricting is, how it affects the 
city and county of Lancaster, and how it affects the state in general. Redistricting is based on the changes in population 
as evidenced by the census. There is no other permitted source for obtaining population data. If the census count is lower 
than the actual population, as it appeared to be in 2020, voting is not the only thing affected. Cities, counties, and states 
lose funding, since funding from federal, state, and county depends on population. Those who do not respond to the cen-
sus may not realize that they are going to lose some of the services they count on, such as roads without potholes. The 
undercount not only cost funding, it increases the need for more funding. For example, all of the people who were not 
counted will be wearing down the roads that have lost their funds for repair.  It was interesting to note that, although Lan-
caster County was likely greatly undercounted, we had the third-highest response in the state. The other side of that coin 
is that South Carolina had the sixth-lowest response in the nation.  
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Volunteers from the  NAACP went door to door in Lancaster County, attempting to contact those who had not completed 
the census form. Without the help of those volunteers, the Lancaster County count would likely have been much lower. In 
2010 the census count for Lancaster County was over 100,000, but the 2020 count for Lancaster County before the volun-
teers went out to bring in the stragglers was only 96,016. We all know the population has grown since then. The response 
rate in Lancaster County was 50%, compared to 62.9% in 2020. The city of Lancaster had the lowest percentage of re-
sponses, and again the numbers pointed to an undercount. In 2010, the population of Lancaster, according to the census, 
was 10,200. With this census, the population dropped to 8,460. Although the pandemic did not affect those who were able 
to respond online, the areas without broadband service did not have that option. These will also be the areas that will lose 
out on the funding caused by the undercount that might have made broadband available to them.    
 
Voting district lines are redrawn based on the census, but the political body responsible for redrawing the lines is the polit-
ical party currently in control. In other words, politicians in power can draw the lines to greatly increase their chances of 
staying in power. This is unfair but legal. The Supreme Court declined to rule, thereby leaving decisions up to states. 
Counties are required to redraw lines after every census, but cities do not have to so. However, since Lancaster City  
Council did not redraw lines after the last census, it is very likely they will do so this time. The Panhandle is the fastest 
growing section of Lancaster County, with Brandon Newton’s SC House  District 45 being the most overpopulated district 
in the state, so it is likely that that area will pick up a third SC House district there. 
 
Keep in mind that the only way to change what will inevitably take place otherwise is for a massive number of people to 
contact their representatives and protest gerrymandering. Both speakers emphasized how important it is for voters to con-
tact their representatives, and they said it will be more effective to do so by phone than by email. They said representa-
tives do listen to their constituents, and those who take the time to show up and be heard often influence the decisions 
that affect everyone else. It is important to have your voice on record at the S.C. House and Senate hearings and by writ-
ing to your state rep. 
 
The League of Women Voters, SC, will frequently update its website with SC redistricting information and suggested 
maps. Lancaster County residents need to be mindful of the boundaries of districts due to the population explosion. In SC, 
voting trends among African-Americans, Hispanics, and other ethnic groups are similar, so it's also important to engage. 
 

Follow SC Counts on Facebook to stay engaged with the latest info on redistricting: 
www.facebook.com/sccounts2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Redistricting in 
SC 

https://my.lwv.org/south-carolina-state
http://www.facebook.com/sccounts2020
http://insertmedia.office.microsoft.com
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LCDP Golf Outing 
October 11, 2021 

10 AM 
Lancaster Golf Club 

1821 Springs Club Road, Lancaster, SC 
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LCDP Action Teams 
By Jennifer Jewett 

 
Thanks to those who have stepped up to lead the action teams and to serve on them. 
                                           Jennifer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
If you have comments or would like to serve on one of these teams, please send that information to us at LCDP-
SCnews@gmail.com.   

ACTION TEAMS 
 
ACTION TEAMS 
 
Budget (Ken Gillis) 
The budget team is responsible for raising money for the LCDP.  They will work under the supervision of the Treasurer. 
Some examples are phone solicitation, mailings, and hosted events.  
 
Events (Position Open) 
This team seeks out public events that we can participate in, like the Martin Luther King Parade, the Red Rose Festival, 
and the Indian Land Festival. These events are primarily for exposure of the county party. 
 
Social Media (Ira Bass) 
The social media team will be responsible for all postings to social media accounts. Each account is assigned to one pri-
mary administrator. These accounts are Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.  
 
Web Page (Terry Pytlarz) 
The web page action team is responsible for all posting to the web page for the LCDP and will also host a blog on our 
page.  
 
Newsletter (Judy Langston) 
The Newsletter Team will produce and publish the LCDP monthly email newsletter.  
 
Email Notifications (Joel Schaffer) 
This Team will be responsible for all distribution of emails to our membership.  
 
Membership (Lea Gillis)  
The membership team is responsible for seeking out new volunteers and for increasing the LCDP membership at meet-
ings and events. The team will coordinate volunteers for specific phone banking, mailing, and canvassing events. They 
will maintain all attendance records of meetings and events and update new members to the email notifications team.  
 
 

2021 Team Directors 
Fundraising                                                         Ken Gillis 
Events                                                                 Position Open 
Social Media               Ira Bass 
Webpage                                                             Terry Pytlarz 
Newsletter                        Judy Langston 
Email Notifications                                            Joel Schaffer 
Membership                                                       Lea Gillis 
Get Out The Vote                                               Fred Whittles 
VoteBuilder Administration Action Team    Bonnie Peterson 
Community Action Team                                 Keith Grey      

mailto:LCDPSCnews@gmail.com
mailto:LCDPSCnews@gmail.com
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/206626.htm
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GOTV (Get Out the Vote) Team (Fred Whittles) 
This team will implement the criteria for LCDP campaigns and work with both the VoteBuilder team and the membership 
team. The GOTV team will request a list to the VoteBuilder team and coordinate with the membership team to get the vol-
unteers to complete the task. The GOTV team would supply the list and scripts and materials to the membership team. 
The membership team would distribute to volunteers.  
 
Vote Builder Administration Team (Bonnie Peterson) 
This team will need to learn VoteBuilder and be proficient on the computer. VoteBuilder is a program we have access to 
through the state. The VoteBuilder team will create lists requested by the GOTV team. They will also update VoteBuilder 
and maintain our database.  
 
Community Action Team (Keith Grey) 
This team will reach out to organizations in our community with whom we may wish to partner to show our support, either 
financially or physically.  Examples are working with Promise Neighborhoods or our donations to NAACP.  
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LCDP Media and Social Media 
 

We are working hard to maintain a presence on the Internet, so please drop in to visit us at any or all of our media below. 
We would welcome comments, suggestions, and especially contributions of content to post—videos, photos, links to arti-
cles, information on coming events, or anything else that would be of interest to our followers. Our YouTube channel 
needs 100 subscribers to get a more manageable URL, so if you would be willing to subscribe, that would be very much 
appreciated. Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors to visit us as well. If you have something you would like to 
share with us, please send it to LCDPSCnews@gmail.com, and we will see that it gets to the appropriate place.  
(FYI: Check out the video of LCDP members picking up roadside trash on our YouTube Channel.) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn
GGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA. 

YouTube  
 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Lan
casterSCDems    Facebook 

 

https://www.lancasterdemo
crats.com/  Webpage 

 

https://www.instagram.com/L
ancasterSCDems/  Instagram 

 
 

https://twitter.com/Lancaster
SCDems    Twitter 

 
 

Newsletter—sent out by  
e-mail subscription and 
posted on website .  
https://www.lancasterdem
ocrats.com/newsletters 
 

mailto:LCDPSCnews@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoiiGBHVReU
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1867637.htm
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/987468.htm
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
https://www.instagram.com/LancasterSCDems/
https://www.instagram.com/LancasterSCDems/
https://twitter.com/LancasterSCDems
https://twitter.com/LancasterSCDems
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/newsletters
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/newsletters
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The Antivaxxer-Antimasker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Political Cartoons 

Clipart-library.com 

http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=Man%20smoking%20clipart#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=Man%20smoking%20clipart&gsc.page=1
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=beer%20can%20clipart#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=beer%20can%20clipart&gsc.page=1
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President Biden was doing his best to end a war started by a Republican president and to carry 
out a contract made by another Republican president when tragedy struck. Instead of joining 
together as a nation to mourn the loss of 13 of our own and to support President Biden in his 
struggles to bring our people home, the Republican hyenas began to circle, sensing an oppor-
tunity to bring him down. Some of the worst are from South Carolina. Jeff Duncan, R-Laurens, 
co-sponsored an article of impeachment. Lindsey Graham said, after joining the impeachment 
bandwagon, that the botched withdrawal was “the most dishonorable thing the commander in 
chief has done maybe in modern times.” Really, Senator Graham? Being the unfortunate cap-
tain trying to steer the ship of state through a hurricane he did not cause is worse than the 
treason of trying to overturn a legal election and overthrow the government? 
 

Clipart-library.com 

https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/scs-congressman-jeff-duncan-co-sponsors-effort-to-impeach-biden-after-afghanistan-attack/article_1b3f7570-073e-11ec-92b0-b3f0030bd39f.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20083021&utm_content=Politics%20083021+CID_6134a9a3f4f0eb4cf0147b79d55c5a4d&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=co-sponsored%20an%20article%20of%20impeachment%20against%20President%20Joe%20Biden%20following%20the%20recent%20deaths%20of%20American%20service%20members
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=clipart%20hyena#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=clipart%20hyena&gsc.page=1
http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=President%20Biden#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=President%20Biden&gsc.page=1
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The Gates of Hell ---South Carolina Entrance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor McMaster standing by the “Gates of Hell” as he waits to start his pursuit of President Biden. See 
page 3 in SC News section. 
 

http://clipart-library.com/search2/?q=Gates%20to%20Hell#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=Gates%20to%20Hell&gsc.page=1
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Contact Information for Representatives 
 

Representative SC Address SC Phone Legislative  
Address 

Legislative Phone Other 

Sandy McGarry 
SC House District 
44 

Home Address 
3423 Holden Rd. 
Lancaster 29720 

Home Phone 
(803) 804-1043 

Columbia Address 
404A Blatt Bldg. 
Columbia 29201 

(803) 212-6937 SC House 
Webpage 
Facebook 
 

Brandon Newton 
SC House District 
45 

Home Address 
P.O. Box 2501 
Lancaster 29721 

Cell Phone (803) 
320-9615 

Columbia Address 
404D Blatt Bldg. 
Columbia 29201 

Business Phone 
(803) 212-6874 

SC House 
Webpage 
Facebook 
Twitter 
 

James H. “Jay” 
Lucas 
SC House District 
65 

Home Address 
1744 Garland Dr. 
Hartsville 29550 

Home Phone 
(843) 383-9421 
 
Business Phone 
(843) 332-5050 

Columbia Address 
506 Blatt Bldg. 
Columbia 29201 

Business Phone 
 (803) 734-3125 

SC House 
Webpage 
Facebook 
Twitter 

Michael Johnson 
Senate District 
16 

Home Address 
1201 Carolina Pl 
Suite 103 Fort 
Mill, SC 29708 

 Columbia Address 
602 Gressette 
Bldg. 
Columbia, SC 
29201 

Business Phone 
803-212-6008 

SC Senate 
Webpage 
Facebook 
Twitter 

Penry Gustafson 
Senate District 
27 

Home Address 
236 Hackamore 
Lane Camden 
SC 29020 

 Columbia Address 
610 Gressette 
Bldg. 
Columbia, SC 
29201 

Business Phone 
803-212-6040 

SC Senate 
Webpage 
Twitter 

Ralph Norman 
CD 5 

454 South Ander-
son Road, Suite 
302-B 
Rock Hill, SC 
29730 

(803) 327-1114 
Fax: (803) 327-
4330 

569 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 
20515 

(202) 225-5501 
Fax: (202) 225-
0464 

Newsletter  
Signup 
Website 
Facebook 
Twitter 
 

Tim Scott- 
US Senate 

1901 Main Street 
Suite 1425 
Columbia, SC 
29201 

(803) 771-6112 
Fax: (855) 802-
9355 

104 Hart Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, DC 
20510 

(202) 224-6121 
Toll-Free: (855) 
425-6324 
Fax: (202) 228-
5143 

Newsletter Sig-
nup 
Website 
Facebook 
Twitter 
 

Lindsey Graham 
US Senate 

Piedmont Office 
235 East Main 
Street, Suite 100 
Rock Hill, SC 
29730 

Main: (803) 366-
2828 
Fax: (803) 366-
5353 

290 Russell Sen-
ate Office Building 
Washington, DC 
20510 

Office: (202) 224-
5972 
Fax: (202) 224-
3808 

Website 
Facebook 
Twitter 

Useful Links South Carolina 
Legislature 
Homepage 

SC House  in 
session                          

SC Senate in ses-
sion          

US House US Senate 

Note: To send an email, go to the representative’s legislative website and select “contact.” 
 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1242045305
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1242045305
https://www.facebook.com/McGarrySC44/
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1418607785
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1418607785
https://www.facebook.com/brandon.newton.90
https://twitter.com/brandonnewton7?lang=en
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1126136229
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=1126136229
https://www.facebook.com/SCHouseSpeaker/
https://twitter.com/schousespeaker?lang=en
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0949431704
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0949431704
https://www.facebook.com/michaeljohnsonforsenate/
https://twitter.com/rmjohnsonjr1?lang=en
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0733664686
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?code=0733664686
https://twitter.com/scpenry?lang=en
https://norman.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=9
https://norman.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=9
https://norman.house.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/RepRalphNorman/
https://twitter.com/RepRalphNorman
https://www.scott.senate.gov/contact/newsletter-sign-up
https://www.scott.senate.gov/contact/newsletter-sign-up
https://www.scott.senate.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorTimScott
https://twitter.com/SenatorTimScott
https://www.lgraham.senate.gov/public/
https://www.facebook.com/LindseyGrahamSC
https://twitter.com/LindseyGrahamSC?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/index.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/video/chamber.php?chamber=H&audio=0
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/video/chamber.php?chamber=S&audio=0
https://www.house.gov/
https://www.senate.gov/
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