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Meeting and Events Calendar
The Lancaster
County
Democratic Party

Meets on the first Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on July 1 at 7 PM by Zoom.
Keith Grey, Chair, www.lancasterdemocrats.com. If you would like the link, please contact
lcdpscnews@gmail.com.

LCDP
Executive Committee Meeting
Sun City
Democrats

Meets on the third Tuesday each month. The next meeting will be on July 19 at 7 PM by Zoom.

LCDP Democratic
Women
Dem Good Time
Social

Meet by Zoom. For information contact Jeanne Huber, President, Sun City Democrats
(jghswiss@aol.com).
There will not be a meeting in July or August. September - TBA
Meet on the third Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on July 15 by Zoom.
Meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be on July 28. Details TBA.

If you know of events that would be of interest to our members, please send them to the newsletter email to be included in the next issue.
For current events and meetings, also check out the Events section on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems

State and Local Issues
Note: Contact information for representatives in the SC Legislature and US Congress
is in the chart on page 33.
South Carolina Legislation to watch
H 4229---Keep your eye out for the FAIR Act, short for Fairness, Accountability and Integrity in Redistricting legislation
being proposed in the House and Senate in South Carolina. That is a bill to let voters know exactly how politicians can
draw the lines of voting districts to choose their constituents. Currently, instead of voters choosing their representatives, it
is more like politicians choose who will be their voters. The bill is now in the House Committee on Judiciary.
H 3050—Police reform legislation. Please see page 23 for a discussion and summary of this bill by LCDP guest speakers
Executive Director of the South Carolina Sheriffs’ Association Jarrod Bruder and SC District 44 Representative Sandy
McGarry. Currently residing in the Senate Committee on Judiciary.
H 3094—Open Carry with Training Act. Signed into law on May 17 and goes into effect on August 15.
S 0200---Governor McMaster signed the bill into law on May 14 that allows South Carolina to resume executions. Death
by firing squad was added as an option, but the state has not yet worked out a system on how to do that, and there is no
timeline on when that will happen. So, the only option now is the electric chair. Two inmates were scheduled to be executed in June (Brad Sigmon, who killed his ex-girlfriend’s parents, and Freddie Owens, who killed a convenience store
clerk in 1997 during a robbery), but the SC Supreme Court has banned the executions until such time as the firing squad
is available as an option.
S 0001—Fetal heartbeat. Signed into law
South Carolina joined the 15 other states that are calling for a constitutional convention to add amendments to the U.S.
Constitution. Thirty-four states have to call for the convention for it to occur, and 38 have to vote for the changes.
In the wake of Jamal Sutherland’s death in the Charleston County jail, the SC Legislature is debating a proposal to send
an extra $3 million to the state Department of Mental Health to improve treatment of the mentally ill who are arrested.
Note: There were 105 bills signed into law during legislative session 124. To review those new laws or to see what bills
are awaiting the governor’s signature, go to this SC Legislature webpage.
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Candidates for Office (see page 6)
Former US Rep. Joe Cunningham, State Senator Mia McLeod, and activist Gary Votour for governor.
State Representative Krystle Matthews, and Spartanburg Democratic Party Chair Angela Geter for US Senate seat of Tim
Scott.
SC News
Post and Courier: “South Carolina’s nonpublic schools receive $39M in federal coronavirus relief”
More than 100 private schools in South Carolina are collectively receiving $39 million in federal COVID-19 relief funding
from the US Department of Education. Governor McMaster, apparently, had no hand in this. Carolina Christian Academy
just south of Lancaster is receiving $1.7 million.
Post and Courier: The SC. Supreme Court has unanimously ruled that keeping someone on the state’s lifetime sex offender registration is unconstitutional and those who are at low risk of reoffending should be able to petition a judge to
have their names removed from the list.
The Pentagon is returning $2.2 billion in military funding to SC that had been seized by former President Donald Trump to
fund his border wall.
South Carolina will receive nearly $8.9 billion total from the latest federal COVID-19 relief package, but the state legislature will only have control over how $2.5 billion is spent. The remainder will go directly to cities, counties, schools, and
agencies.
Post and Courier: Congressman Ralph Norman was one of only 21 Republicans to vote against honoring Capitol police,
one of only 14 Republicans to vote against the Juneteenth holiday, and the only member of the SC delegation to vote
against either. In reporting this, the Post and Courier reviewed his past transgressions—displaying a gun in a public restaurant, making an obscene joke about Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg during a debate, and holding a press conference for
a doctor who made bizarre claims about the virus.
Post and Courier: “Legislators send Gov. McMaster a $10.8B spending package with $200M in earmarks”
Money is included for park upgrades and expansions, festivals, building renovations, charities, and other projects. The list
of beneficiaries runs to seven pages.
Conversion therapy is the practice of various “strategies to stop or suppress someone from being gay, or from living as a
different gender to their sex recorded at birth.” It can include such extreme tactics as exorcisms, physical abuse, and
withholding food. According to the Post and Courier, Republicans in SC want to put a stop to the efforts to ban conversion
therapy. They say a ban on the practice would be an attack on churches and parents for what they believe.
Local
Please see the article on redistricting on page 25.
The Lancaster News has been sold to Paxton Media Group, a Kentucky-based publisher which will now own 119 newspapers in 14 states. Likely having no connection to the fact that the newspaper is changing hands, editor Brian Melton is
leaving. He says considering the heart problem he had, he thinks it is time to take it easier and enjoy life a little bit more.
He will be missed.

Editorial and Opinions Section
Please consider sharing your opinion messages as your time permits. I will put in comments and articles of any
length. We need to share with each other. Your opinion and perspective are greatly valued here. Please submit to
Attn: Associate Editor, Jennifer Jewett at lcdpscnews@gmail.com. Thanks!!
Guest Column: S.C. GOP focusing its efforts on forcing life into, out of existence
In a front-page article in the May 19 edition of The Lancaster News, some of the county’s state legislators cited the accomplishments of the recent General Assembly session.
The two most prominent were an open-carry law and an anti-abortion law. The dichotomy of the two pieces of legislation
was amusing and scary. One promotes life, while the other threatens life.
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Sen. Michael Johnson and Reps. Sandy McGarry and Brandon Newton supported both bills. With all being Republican, I
am not surprised.
The window for termination of a pregnancy under the S.C. anti-abortion law is approximately five to six weeks. Some
women are not aware of being pregnant in their fifth or sixth week.
I do not know many people from either party who like the idea of abortions. But abortion is the law and a personal decision. Leave it alone.
Regarding open-carry, I have not seen many comments from Johnson or Newton, but past comments by Rep. McGarry
raise some questions.
Here’s what McGarry told WBTV in September 2020 after a bullet broke a window in the Lancaster Republican headquarters:
“A shot came through the window. A bullet. That’s what makes me sick to my stomach. It’s sickening. It’s scary. It’s really
scary…. We don’t need to be shooting, period. My husband has a gunshot wound. So I can tell you from my own experience, no one needs to go through that. It’s horrendous.”
And she supports open-carry.
In a column dated May 8, 2021, in The Lancaster News, McGarry made the following statement: “While everyone has a
right to voice their concerns, if you don’t have direct experience or have all the facts in hand, it’s hard to make an informed judgment.” Rep. McGarry was referencing police reform.
Charleston Police Chief Luther Reynolds and retired SLED Chief Robert Stewart, who represents the S.C. Chapter of the
Fraternal Order of Police, both opposed the open-carry bill. Had McGarry, Johnson and Newton listened to these law enforcement veterans, a more informed judgment might have been made regarding open carry.
There is one more little ironic twist to these offerings of great legislation. Rep. Newton was proud of a bill that requires
death row inmates to choose another form of execution if lethal drugs are not available. One of the options is a firing
squad.
So, there you have it. If the Republicans have their way, a woman somewhere in South Carolina will be denied an abortion of her non-viable fetus, and that baby will be born. Life will be brought forth. And somewhere else in our state, a man,
woman or child will be killed by a trained, gun-toting civilian who was suddenly bumped, cut off in traffic, or just pissed off.
And this gun-toting civilian will have the option, if sentenced to death, to choose execution by gunfire.
The Republican Party giveth, and the Republican Party taketh away.
William St. Louis
The above column appeared in The Lancaster News on May 29.
Editor’s Note: Until recently, executions were on hold in South Carolina because the law required that an inmate be given
the choice of lethal injection or the electric chair, and the drugs for lethal injection have not been available. The SC legislature decided to resume executions, making the electric chair the default if lethal injection is not possible. The new law
that allows an inmate to choose to be executed by a firing squad instead of the electric chair was not a Republican initiative. It was proposed by Democratic Senator Dick Harpootlian because, in the Republican-controlled SC legislature,
Democrats do not have enough votes to prevent the Republicans from resuming executions. Senator Harpootlian proposed the firing squad as a more humane alternative to the electric chair. He said that sometimes someone does not die
with the first jolt, is on fire, and suffers horrible pain. Death by firing squad is usually instantaneous and less painful.
However, the firing squad option will not happen anytime soon.
…………………………
Mick Mulvaney Wants to be President of USC
Several South Carolina newspapers have reported that Mick Mulvaney wants to be president of the University of South
Carolina. They report that this is the second time he has considered this position. I hope that the selection committee will
notice that he has failed to uphold the values of ethics and international friendship maintained by both his alma mater,
Georgetown University, and The University of South Carolina. I have a Ph.D. from Georgetown and recognize it is not a
perfect institution, but it does have an excellent multicultural, multinational faculty and student body. Mulvaney has a
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history of concealing the truth instead of seeking the truth. How can you pretend to be an authority on preparing young
people for tomorrow’s world, when you express scorn for honesty and present an isolationist view of the United States?
The Georgetown University Prospectus for Undergraduate Applicants and the USC Mission Statement both emphasize
ethical decision-making and respect for other nations and cultural groups as qualities they seek in their students and their
faculty and administrators. Just a few days ago, Mulvaney encouraged Facebook to go back to publishing Trump’s false
claims. All this is inconsistent with the goals of the University of South Carolina. If you would consider Mulvaney as
president of the University of South Carolina, ask him how he would work to implement the university’s mission statement.
By connecting to the Trump administration for over 3 years, Mulvaney has failed to show that he values truth and
intercultural friendship.
To illustrate Mulvaney’s disdain for the truth, consider what E.J. Dionne wrote on May 1, 2018. “The incoherent spoken
and tweeted outpourings from President Trump and the daily outrages of his administration leave little time for serious
debate about policy or meaningful dialogue about our larger purposes.”
Dionne also points out that as budget director, Mick Mulvaney spoke about his time in Congress, saying to a group of
banking executives, “If you were a lobbyist who never gave us money, I didn’t talk to you.” Dionne says, “In a more
innocent age, this confession would have provoked sustained indignation over how our political money system
fundamentally corrupts our politics. But Mulvaney’s words just seemed to slide by.”
In his three years participating in the Trump administration, he closed his eyes to all the cheating going on around him,
and actively participated in international misdeeds--see “Mulvaney Denies Admitting Quid Pro Quo on Ukraine Military Aid”
SmartSearch by Discus (oclc.org).
In 2005, Mulvaney used real estate law to obscure his obligations to pay back a $2.5 million loan from Charles Fonville.
Mulvaney’s excuse was that because the project on Collins Road in Indian Land failed, he didn’t have to pay back the
money.
It nauseates me to think anyone would propose Mulvaney for president of the University of South Carolina. He has disgraced his alma mater, Georgetown. He graduated from the School of Foreign Service, and I think he has expressed disdain for what he was taught there, as if he just jumped through the hoops and didn’t take advantage of the fine education
offered to him. He was especially scornful of Professor Madeleine T. Albright, who, as Dionne points out in the 2018 article, has taken a courageous stance against Fascism. Mulvaney has a history of concealing the truth instead of seeking
the truth. How can you pretend to be an authority on education, when you present an isolationist view of the United
States, violating the values of the universities you seek to represent.?
(The Lancaster County Library has 8 books by Albright, and for each book, there are comprehensive interviews in major
publications.)
Jennifer Jewett
Commentary: Blame the people who write tax laws, not the people who follow them
By Archie Parnell
News stories like the recent one first reported in ProPublica that describe how Jeff Bezos, Elon Musk, and other
billionaires paid little or no taxes severely undermine confidence in our tax system. People get the impression that the
system is gamed and the rich don’t pay their fair share.
However, based on what’s been reported, these folks simply followed the tax law. It is the Congress that should be
scorned, not entrepreneurs who have built sizable and successful companies.
Under tax law, the federal government taxes only specified items. There are taxes on income from wages, gains, and
businesses above certain thresholds, taxes on payrolls (for Social Security and Medicare), taxes on a limited number of
estates of those who die, as well as excise taxes on such goods and services as fuel, tobacco, alcohol and even indoor
tanning salon services. If it’s not specified, then it’s not taxed.
One of the things not specified and not taxed is the proceeds from loans made to individuals. When a person borrows
money, the cash received is not taxed as income. In large measure, this is because there is an obligation to pay back the
money. What Bezos, Musk, and others did that many are finding offensive is borrow money using the shares of their
companies as collateral for loans.
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Is it wrong that they didn’t pay tax on these loan proceeds?
I think so, but they didn’t escape taxation because they’re rich and haven’t paid their fair share. It’s because the tax law,
as written, isn’t up to the task of imposing the tax burden fairly. The tax law should be changed to impose income tax on
loan proceeds if the loan is merely a mechanism to extract value from sizable assets of the debtor.
Bezos could have (and has) sold Amazon shares to extract value, and under the law, gains on stock sales are taxed. By
borrowing against those shares, Bezos and others extracted value but were not taxed. He should have been taxed, and
the tax law should be changed to require this, but when he repays such a loan, he shouldn’t get an income tax refund.
Instead, loan repayments should be added to his tax basis in Amazon stock, thereby reducing taxable gains on any
subsequent stock sales.
Our Internal Revenue Code already taxes loans from controlled foreign corporations to U.S. shareholders as if they were
dividends, so there’s precedent in our tax laws for taxing loan proceeds. That said, taxing loan proceeds made to
individuals as income should be limited and not applied across the board. Loan proceeds from second mortgages and
financing in the ordinary course of business should not be taxed.
Congress should draw lines separating loan proceeds that should be taxed from those that shouldn’t. This can be done
based on the income status of the borrower and other tests to limit taxation of loan proceeds to billionaires if that is the
legislative will. After all, as stated by Drew Westen in his book, “The Political Brain,” the Internal Revenue Code should be
an extension of our collective moral code of what’s right and wrong.
A wealth tax has been proposed by Sen. Elizabeth Warren and others to confront income inequality and to address what
is right and wrong with our Internal Revenue Code. However, a wealth tax hasn’t worked well in Europe where it has been
tried, and it would require an additional IRS enforcement system to value assets such as land, art, private companies,
collectibles, etc., that are not publicly traded on exchanges and thus have no readily ascertainable price. A wealth tax
would bring with it many tax disputes that could be a waste of everyone’s time.
Congress would better spend its time refining our income tax and making it fairer. One area is taxing loans that are in
effect disguised sales. Congress also should require banks to report loans to the IRS like employers are required to report
wages to help enforce such new tax rules.
We can make our tax laws fairer, but it’s up to Congress. Don’t blame those who follow the law.
Archie Parnell of Sumter has been a tax lawyer for more than 40 years including at the U.S. Department of Justice, on the
staff of the U.S. House Ways and Means Committee, and in private practice in the United States and abroad. He teaches
international tax at a law school in India remotely from the United States due to COVID-19. He twice was a Democratic
candidate for Congress.
Note: The above article was published in the Post and Courier on June 18 and was sent to us by its author, Archie Parnell.
………………………..
Charlotte is working on a violence prevention program and drawing on the ideas from such programs in Chicago,
Milwaukee, and other cities. In February, Lancaster County Sheriff Barry Faile announced the local version of such a
program, Alternatives to Violence—Charlotte, Youth Advocate Program
Cure Violence is one of the national programs, along with Violence interrupter programs in Milwaukee, Chicago, and other
cities.
Lancaster County Sheriff Barry Faile announced a community outreach program in February and has been holding
Community Outreach Fairs since then. One was held Saturday, June 5.
Guest Column: Sheriff’s office using federal grant to connect with our communities | TheLancasterNews.com
…………………………..
I got a solicitation from Tim Scott and responded, ‘0 contribution, I do not contribute to the McConnell Party.” That led me
to think about how whatever Democrat runs for office, someone on the other side links them to Nancy Pelosi. (She is
really a formidable, skillful legislator.) Why aren’t Democrats linking every Republican who runs to that villain McConnell-who would deprive poor, elderly people of government support, and refuses to do an investigation that might point to
some of his criminal allies?
Jennifer Jewett
Editor, Editorial and Opinions Section
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SC 2022 Candidates
Former US Representative
Joe Cunningham

For SC Governor
State Senator Mia McLeod

Activist Gary
Votour

Website

Website

Website

For the US Senate Seat of Tim Scott
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Chair of the
Spartanburg County Democratic Party
Angela Geter

SC House Representative
Krystle Matthews

Website

Website
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Biden’s Cabinet
Office

Note: Changes Since Last Edition Highlighted in red

Person

Office

Person

Secretary of State
Secretary of Defense
Secretary of the Interior
Secretary of Commerce
Secretary of Health and
Human Services
Secretary of Transportation
Secretary of Education

Antony Blinken
Lloyd Austin
Deb Haaland
Gina Raimondo
Xavier Becerra

Secretary of Treasury
Attorney General
Secretary of Agriculture
Secretary of Labor
Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development
Secretary of Energy

Janet Yellen
Merrick Garland
Tom Vilsack
Martin Walsh
Marcia Fudge

Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Denis McDonough

Secretary of Homeland
Security

Alejandro Mayorkas

White House Chief of Staff
Director of National
Intelligence
Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency
Acting Director of the
Office of Management and
Budget

Ron Klain
Avril Haines

Pete Buttigieg
Miguel Cardona

Cabinet-level Officials
US Trade Representative
Director of the CIA

Jennifer Granholm

Katherine Tai
William J. Burns

Michael S. Regan

Administrator of the Small
Business Administration

Isabel Casillas Guzman

Shalanda Young, Deputy
Director
Neera Tanden (withdrawn
Nov. 2)

US Ambassador to the
United Nations

Linda Thomas Greenfield

Chair of the Council of
Economic Advisors
Director of the Office of
Science and Technology
Policy—Science Advisor
to the President

Cecilia Rouse

US Presidential Envoy for
Climate

John Kerry

Chairman DNC
Deputy Chief of Staff

Jaime Harrison
Jen O’Malley Dillon

Eric Lander

Other
Press Secretary
Chief Medical Adviser

Jen Psaki
Dr. Anthony Fauci

Note: All of the 4,000 appointments of President Biden would be too space-consuming to cover, but you can check
them out with this link.

Get to know President Biden’s cabinet and Staff
We will feature four each month.
Note: All cabinet photos are public domain from Wikipedia.
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Secretary of Education
Miguel Cardona

th

Before becoming the 12 United States Secretary of Education, Miguel Cardona served as Connecticut Commissioner of Education. He began his career in education as a
fourth grade teacher in his home town of Meriden, Conneticut. In 2003, at the age of 27, he was named principal
of Hanover Elementary School, and at that time, he was
the youngest principal in the state of Connecticut. After
that, from 2015 to 2019, Cardona became the Assistant
Superintendent for Teaching and Learning in Meriden.
Cardona also served as an adjunct professor of education
in the University of Connecticut's Department of Educational Leadership, and in 2019 the governor of Connecticut
appointed him to the position of Commissioner of Education for the state. He is the first Latino to be appointed to
that position, and during his career as an educator, he has
focused on helping English-language learners catch up
with their English-speaking peers.
Miguel Ángel Cardona was born on July 11, 1975, in Meriden, Connecticut to Puerto Rican parents. Spanish was
the language of his household and his own first language.
He struggled to learn English when he began school. He
earned a BS in education from Central Connecticut University in 1997 and a MS in bilingual and bicultural education at the University of Connecticut in 2001.
In 2002, Cardona married Marissa Pérez, who held the
title of Miss Connecticut in 2001. They have two children
(Wikipedia).
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Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Denis McDonough

President Joe Biden and the White House should be familiar ground to Secretary of Veterans Affairs Denis
McDonough. From 2013-2017, he served as White House
Chief of Staff to President Barack Obama. Before that, he
served in the Obama administration as Deputy National
Security Advisor from 2010 to 2013 and as chief of staff at
the National Security Council from 2009 to 2010.
Denis Richard McDonough was born on December 2,
1969, in Stillwater, Minnesota. His family was Irish Catholic, and he has 10 siblings. His grandparents came here
from Connemara in the Gaeltacht, Ireland. He earned a BA
in Spanish and history from St. John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota in 1992. After graduation, he traveled
extensively in Latin America and taught high school in
Belize. In 1996, McDonough, now back in the United
States, earned an MSFS degree at Georgetown University's Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service. Then his
career in government began as an aide for the United
States House Committee on Foreign Affairs. The time he
spent in Latin America served him well because in this position he focused on Latin America.
In 2017, McDonough left government and joined the Markle Foundation, where he remained until he was nominated to become the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. He is the
second non-veteran to hold that position. He was also a
professor at Notre Dame's Keough School of Global Affairs
and a visiting senior fellow in Carnegie's Technology and
International Affairs Program.
McDonough is married to Karin Hillstrom, and they have
three children (Wikipedia).
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Secretary of Homeland Security
Alejandro Mayorkas

US Trade Representative
Katherine Tai

Alejandro Nicholas Mayorkas was born on November 24,
1959, in Havana, Cuba. His family fled to Florida after the
Cuban Revolution and then settled in California.

Katherine Chi Tai is the first Asian-American and first
woman of color to serve in the position of US Trade Representative. She is also the only member of Biden’s cabinet to receive unanimous support.

Mayorkas graduated from UC Berkeley in history and then
earned his J.D. from Loyola Marymount University. After
law school, he worked as an assistant United States attorney and was appointed to be the United States attorney
for the Central District of California in Los Angeles during
the administrations of President Bill Clinton and George
W. Bush. Mayorkas was a member of the presidential
transition team for Barack Obama before he assumed office in 2009 and was then appointed by President Obama
as the director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. In 2014 he became the Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security in the Obama administration.
In 2016, shortly before Trump was elected, Mayorkas became a partner in a law firm in Washington, D.C. On November 23, 2020, President-Elect Joe Biden announced
that he would nominate Mayorkas to become the Secretary of Homeland Security in his cabinet.
Mayorkas is married and has two daughters. He remains
fit as a runner, and he plays tennis and squash
(Wikipedia).
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Katherine Tai was born on March 18, 1974, in Connecticut and grew up in Washington, D.C. Her parents were
both born in mainland China, grew up in Taiwan, and
then immigrated to the United States. Tai is fluent in
Mandarin Chinese.
Tai earned a BA in history from Yale University and a JD
from Harvard Law School. She taught English at Sun
Yat-sen University as a Yale-China Fellow for two years,
and then worked for several law firms and later clerked
for U.S. district courts in D.C. and Maryland.
Working in the Trade Representative’s Office of General
Counsel from 2007 to 2014 and as trade counsel for the
House Ways and Means Committee beginning in 2014,
Tai gained experience that will help her in her current
position of US Trade Representative. She has been described by the Associated Press as a “problem-solving
pragmatist on trade policy" (Wikipedia).
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The Remainder of this Year
As we go through the remainder of this, President Biden’s first year, we will leave the plans he has outlined in place and
evaluate his accomplishments.
On June 1, President Biden temporarily suspended oil leases in Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, reversing a drilling program permitted by Trump. On June 15, a federal judge in Louisiana blocked the ban, so the Interior Department is
issuing leases again.
Infrastructure---There is now a bipartisan infrastructure deal that is less than the Biden administration had hoped for but
is nevertheless progress forward. It will likely pass the Senate. There is also a reconciliation bill that includes the socialissues funding the administration wants that does not have bipartisan support. Both must pass the Senate before the
House will take them up.
Voting Rights Legislation---The voting rights bill was killed by Senate Republicans using the filibuster. Now the Justice
Department is suing Georgia over their voting restrictions.
The Senate has confirmed President Biden’s first two nominees to the federal courts: Julien Neals (New Jersey) and Regina Rodríguez (Colorado).
President Biden has reversed a Trump order to ban TikTok and has ordered a review on foreign-owned applications and
their potential risks to the U.S.
President Biden fired the chief of the United States Border Patrol, Rodney S. Scott, who got the job during the final year of
Trump’s reign.
The Biden Administration will restore environmental protections for streams, marshes, and other bodies of water that had
been ended by Trump.
Democratic Senator Joe Manchin remains a mixture of friend and foe for President Biden. He effectively killed the voting
rights legislation by voting against abolishing the filibuster. Other Democratic initiatives may also be blocked for the same
reason. But he is likely to vote with the administration on infrastructure, health care, taxes, and other economic issues. He
is forcing his party to give up dreams of what they would like to do and focus on the reality of what can be accomplished.
Manchin is considerably to the right of most Democrats, but so are his constituents. That is how he has managed to keep
getting reelected in a conservative state.
Vice President Kamala Harris made her first international trip in June. She went to Mexico and Guatemala to discuss the
root causes of migration to the U.S. and how improving conditions in their countries might help with that crisis.
On June 16, while he was still in Europe, President Biden named 9 new ambassadors to represent the United States: Ken
Salazar for ambassador to Mexico, C. B. "Sully" Sullenberger, III, for the rank of ambassador during his tenure of service
as representative of the U.S. on the Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization, Thomas R. Nides for ambassador to Israel, Julianne Smith, for the United States permanent representative to NATO, Dr. Cynthia Ann Telles for ambassador to Costa Rica, Julie Chung for ambassador to the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Sharon Cromer
for U.S. ambassador to the Republic of The Gambia, Troy Damian Fitrell for ambassador to the Republic of Guinea and
Marc Ostfield for ambassador to the Republic of Paraguay.
The Child Tax Credit---The child tax credit was first put in the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 (P.L. 105-34) as a $500-perchild nonrefundable credit to provide tax relief to middle- and upper-middle-income families, and has been modified over
the years (history of the CTC). The Biden administration has increased the CTC until the end of 2021. For details, please
see The American Rescue Plan Item 23.
The ACA has once again escaped execution by Republicans. We hope this time the millions of Americans who depend on
it will be left in peace.
Bidencare
Note: The ACA has once again survived a challenge from the Republicans who want to kill it: “Supreme Court
dismisses challenge to Affordable Care Act, leaving it in place”
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On January 28, President Biden began blowing the breath of life back into the ACA, as he had promised he would do. We
all sat on the edge of our seats and bit our fingernails through the four years that President Trump and the GOP tried to
kill Obamacare. They wounded it, but could not quite kill it. Now it appears President Biden has arrived in time to save the
program that still gives at least 20 million Americans affordable access to healthcare and allows at least 100 million to no
longer fear that insurance companies will deny them coverage or charge impossibly high premiums because they have
preexisting conditions.
Biden signed an executive order to open HealthCare.gov for a “special enrollment period” that began on February 15
and will end on August 15, 2021. During this time, the Biden administration will heavily publicize the signup period and
how to take advantage of it. One of the ways President Trump damaged the program was by not allowing much information to be available during the ACA enrollment periods during his term in office. Biden also directed federal agencies to
review rules and policies that limit Americans’ access to healthcare and to look for actions that protect and strengthen access.
President Biden has promised to continue to try to strengthen and expand the ACA, but he can only go so far in expanding the program without the support of Congress.
Visit HealthCare.gov/ to apply for benefits through the ACA Health Insurance Marketplace: 1-800-318-2596 (TTY: 1-855889-4325). Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (except holidays). Local help: https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/

The American Families Plan
The American Families Plan will do these things:
1. Add at least 4 more years of free education.
2. Provide direct support to children and families.
3. Extend tax cuts for families with children and American workers.
For details, please go to the above link.
The Made in America Tax Plan
1. A higher corporate tax rate to bring business taxes back to previous levels to collect sufficient revenue to fund essential new investments. Before President Trump’s tax cut, corporate tax revenues contributed 2% of the GDP,
and after that, contribution dropped to 1%.
2. A fairer tax system that would reward labor and bring up the share of national income that is provided by labor.
3. A country by country minimum tax to eliminate the incentives for multinational companies to engage in offshore
investments that shift profits to other countries.
4. An incentive for other countries to join in a global agreement to implement minimal tax rules worldwide. Currently,
countries compete to offer multinational countries the lowest corporate taxes. Countries with a low standard of living for their workers have the advantage. President Biden’s plan would level the playing field.
5. A minimum tax on large, rich companies that have major differences in income reported to shareholders and income reported to the IRS. The plan includes providing funding and resources to the IRS to audit companies to be
sure they are paying their fair share.
6. Promotion of green technologies through tax incentives and by ending the subsidies to fossil fuels.
The American Jobs Plan
All of the projects below will create jobs.
1. Fix highways, bridges, ports, airports, and transit systems.
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2. Clean up drinking water, renew the electric grid, and make high-speed broadband available for all.
3. Build and/or rehabilitate more than two million affordable, accessible, energy-efficient homes and commercial
buildings. Modernize schools and child care facilities. Upgrade veterans' hospitals and federal buildings.
4. Create jobs and raise wages and benefits for essential home care workers.
5. Revitalize manufacturing, invest in R & D, and train workers for jobs of the future.
6. Create well-paying jobs in safe and healthy workplaces. All products must be made in America and shipped on
American-owned and crewed ships. Ensure that workers have the right to organize or join a union.

The American Rescue Plan
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

National vaccination program.
Stimulus checks to American individuals and families.
Support struggling communities and small businesses.
Safely reopen schools. Provide the resources and funds to schools and states that they need to do so.
Expand the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund.
Mobilize a public health jobs program to deal with Covid-19.
Provide emergency paid leave to 106 million Americans to slow the spread of the virus. Reimburse companies
with fewer than 500 employees and states for the cost of the paid leave.
Provide expanded paid sick and family medical leave.
Extend unemployment benefits.
Extend evictions and foreclosure moratoriums and help support renters and small landlords.
Help secure housing for the homeless and those about to be homeless.
Address the hunger crisis with support for SNAP and WIC and partnering with restaurants to help feed the hungry.
Preserve and expand health care, including veterans’ health care.
Address health disparities with funding and support for underserved communities.
Protect vulnerable populations in group settings like nursing homes.
Identify and deal with emerging new strains of the virus.
Provide critical supplies like protective gear and deploy the National Guard to help.
Invest in treatments for Covid-19.
Protect workers from Covid-19.
Restore U.S. leadership globally in fighting the pandemic.
Try to persuade Congress to increase the minimum wage to $15.00.
Modernize to help prevent future cyber attacks.
New: The American Rescue Plan has increased the Child Tax Credit available to families until the end of 2021.
The new expanded CTC will be $3,600 per year per child ages 0-6 and $3,000 per year for children ages 6-17.
Eligible families will begin receiving payments in mid-July and continue receiving them through December of this
year. On June 21, the Biden administration held a “Child Credit Awareness Day” to get the word out. For details
please go to “10 Things to Know About the Expanded Child Tax Credit.”

International Issues
The G-7 Summit
President Biden attended a Group of 7 summit in Cornwall, England, on June 11-13. The seven leaders included in the
Group of 7 are from the United States (President Biden), Canada (Prime Minister Justin Trudeau), the United Kingdom
(Prime Minister Boris Johnson), France (President Emmanuel Macron), Italy (Prime Minister Mario Draghi), Germany
(Chancellor Angela Merkel), and Japan (Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga). The main focus of the summit this year was
Covid-19 and climate change. Also attending as guests: EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, EU Council
President Charles Michel, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, and South
Korean President Moon Jae-in.
Before the summit began, finance ministers agreed on a global minimum tax rate of at least 15 percent that companies
would have to pay regardless of where they are located.
President Biden left for the summit on June 9, but before his wheels left the ground, cicadas, insects one type of which
only appear every 17 years, made their presence known in a big way. The White House press plane was supposed to
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leave on June 8, but cicadas took over the hull of the plane and the press had to be moved to another plane. The delay
cost them more than six hours. Then, as President Biden was speaking before he boarded the plane, he had to brush off
a cicada.
E.U. leaders were very happy to know that President Biden regards them as allies and supports NATO, and Prime Minister Boris Johnson even said that Biden was “a breath of fresh air.” This is a surprising statement, considering how former
President Trump bragged about how close he and Johnson were.

Summit Day 1 – June 11
The day began with a “family photo” (Link to Video).
President Biden had his first face-to-face meeting with British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, and a “pull-aside” meeting
with French President Emmanuel Macron, whom he was meeting for the first time. Biden and Johnson exchanged gifts.
President Biden gave Prime Minister Johnson an American-made bicycle and Johnson gave Biden a framed photograph
of a mural of abolitionist Frederick Douglass
President Biden announced that the US is purchasing vaccines for the developing world, and first-day summit discussions
focused on ways the G7 countries could collaborate and work together to make the global economy more inclusive and
fair. The agenda included the global economy, with the global tax rate, and aid for countries in need. Prince Charles, the
Prince of Wales and heir to the British throne, spoke and asked world leaders to work together to fight the climate crisis,
as they have fought the coronavirus pandemic.
After the meetings of the day ended, there was a reception and dinner held at the Eden Project, a botanical garden, which
was also attended by Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Charles, Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, and William and Catherine,
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge (Link to a video of Queen Elizabeth II and other royals with world leaders).
Adding drama to the day, it was announced that one police officer doing duty at the G7 had tested positive for the virus
and at least 12 others were in quarantine.
Watch a video of the first day of the summit.

Family Portrait

Summit Day 2 – June 12, 2021
Plenary sessions of day 2 focused on global recovery from Covid 19 and how best to deal with competition from China.
Discussions on China became tense during the morning, and there were some disagreements on how best to get along
with China. President Biden, Prime Minister Johnson, Prime Minister Trudeau, and President Macron want to take a
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tougher approach to China. Chancellor Merkle, Prime Minister Draghi, and leaders from the European Union want to emphasize areas of cooperation with China. There was agreement by all on establishing an infrastructure initiative to compete with China’s Belt and Road program. After the afternoon sessions, it was announced that the group had worked out
areas of convergence that included “working together to respond to China’s non-market economic practices, … being willing to speak out on human rights abuses, … and responding to forced labor in supply chains.” The other leaders were
very relieved that, in stark contrast to former President Trump’s isolationist behavior, President Biden remained respectful,
friendly, and solidly committed to working together.
President Biden also had a one-on-one meeting with President Macron of France today. President Macron said, “cooperation is key to battle the pandemic and climate change” and added that he appreciates having the US as part of the “club”
with other G7 countries.
As President Biden talked about how democracy must prevail over authoritarianism, back home some very undemocratic
and authoritarian dirty deeds of the Trump administration were coming to light. Trump's Justice Department, beginning in
2018, subpoenaed Apple for information in the accounts of House Intelligence Committee Democrats, their staff, and
family members. A gag order was renewed three times before it expired this year and Apple notified its customers in May.
Attorney General Merrick Garland said that the Justice Department would tighten its rules so this will not happen again.
There are still visible scars on our democracy from the attempt to overthrow the election and the specter of the Trump
legacy looming over elections to come.
Summit Day 3 – June 13, 2021
The G7 summit ended on Sunday afternoon. President Biden listed some of the things pledged during the three days the
G7 leaders spent together. He especially emphasized that the United States is back at the table.
• The G7 countries will contribute over 1 billion vaccines to poor countries.
• G7 supports a global minimum tax.
• G7 will support infrastructure in the developing world.
• G7 supports the transition to clean energy.
The G7 leaders released a 25-page communiqué at the end of the summit. They called for a new study into the origins of
Covid-19, agreed to speak out against human rights abuses in China, and accused Russia of harboring networks that
have conducted ransomware attacks on critical systems within their countries. They said that countries must do more to
address criminal activity within their borders. (Read the full 25-page report here.)
On Sunday afternoon, before leaving for the NATO summit in Brussels, Belgium, President Biden and the first lady were
invited to a tea in Windsor Castle to meet with Queen Elizabeth II. Biden was welcomed with an honor guard, a salute,
and the playing of the U.S. National Anthem. The queen has hosted only four other U.S. presidents: Trump, Obama, Bush
(George W.), and Reagan.

…….
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NATO Summit 2021
June 14-15, 2021, Brussels, Belgium
At present, NATO has 30 members. In 1949, there were 12 founding members of the Alliance: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom, and the United States.
The other member countries are Greece and Turkey (1952), Germany (1955), Spain (1982), the Czech Republic, Hungary
and Poland (1999), Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia (2004), Albania and Croatia
(2009), Montenegro (2017) and North Macedonia (2020).
June 14, 2021
President Biden reaffirmed a commitment of the US to remain in a military alliance with NATO. He also called attention to
China and Russia and the cyber threats coming from both countries. During the day, he also had a one-on-one meeting
with Turkish President Erdoğan.
In a statement issued after the meeting on Monday, an administration official said that the NATO group backed President
Biden’s decision to withdraw from Afghanistan and agreed to provide transitional funds to keep the airport open there.
Turkey promised to keep troops in Afghanistan to protect the airport. In a communiqué issued by the group, “the ‘threat’
presented by Russia and the ‘challenges” posed by China and its growing military strength were mentioned.
st

For details of all that took place during this 31 NATO summit, go to this link from CNN.
President Biden’s press conference after the summit

Nato Summit 2021

EU –US Summit, Brussels, June 15
On June 15, Biden attended an EU-US summit during which he pledged a "commitment to a strong transatlantic partnership based on shared interests and values." Trade was the main focus of the meeting, with a discussion of the Trumpimposed tariffs on steel and aluminum. A 17-year-old Airbus/Boeing dispute about state subsidies for airlines was settled,
and progress was made in the discussion of tariffs.
President Biden also met with King Philippe of Belgium and Belgian prime minister De Croo (video).
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Biden – Putin Summit, Geneva, June 16
CNN has an interesting article with photos of when US presidents have met with Russian leaders in the past.
A hot topic at all three of President Biden’s previous meetings and his discussions with other world leaders was his upcoming meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin. Even Queen Elizabeth asked him about the meeting. President
Biden wanted to very publicly demonstrate unity with the G-7, Nato, and the EU before going into what were likely to be
very contentious discussions with the Russian leader. Biden said before leaving Brussels, “Every world leader here that's
a member of NATO thanked me for meeting with Putin now. Every single one.” He said, “They thanked me for being willing to talk with them about the meeting and what I intended to do."
In the days before the summit, Putin had commented that Russian-US relations were at a low point and Biden had
agreed. Biden has previously called Putin “a killer” and had told him once that “he has no soul.” But hitting a more positive
note, Biden told a reporter on June 14 that Putin is “bright and tough and a worthy adversary.” A goal of both leaders was
to improve the relationship.
Before the summit, commentators speculated on the goals of both leaders. Analysts and commentators said Putin’s message will be “Stay out of Russian domestic politics and Russia might act less troublesome abroad” and ”The Kremlin
wants to transition to a respectful adversarial relationship from a disrespectful one we have today… Meaning no namecalling…no personal sanctions on the leadership, no democracy lectures, regular personal summit meetings; respectful
tone of discussions, no tangible support for Russian opposition."
On June 13, President Biden told the press, "This is not a contest about who can do better in front of a press conference
or try to embarrass each other. It's about making myself very clear what the conditions are to get a better relationship with
Russia…We're not looking for conflict. We are looking to resolve those actions which we think are inconsistent with international norms.”
President Biden was the fifth American president to have a sit-down meeting with President Putin, but this was not the first
time the two men had met each other. Before the meeting began, Swiss President Guy Parmelin wished them well and
the two leaders shook hands, smiling for the camera. They met in two sessions. The first meeting was a smaller one with
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov attending. At the beginning of the
meeting, there was a scuffle as Russian security forcibly removed reporters who had managed to get inside. The second
session was an expanded one with five aides present on each side, including the US and Russian ambassadors.
Following the summit, the two leaders gave separate press conferences. In his press conference, President Biden said
the meetings had been constructive and that he “did what he came to do.” He said during the meeting he raised the topics
of ”ransomware attacks emanating from Russia, the wrongful imprisonment of two Americans, and Putin's mistreatment of
political opponents.” He said he also tried to establish some basic rules for the relationship between the two countries,
and they agreed to work together on cybersecurity. On the agenda also were arms control and climate change (video).
President Putin said in his press conference that the meeting was constructive and that there was no hostility. He said
they agreed to start negotiations on cybersecurity but took no responsibility for cyber attacks on the US nor election meddling. When asked about human rights abuses in Russia, he countered with, “People came to the U.S. Congress [on January 6] with political demands. They are being called domestic terrorists." However, he called Biden “experienced” and
“balanced” and said, "We have to represent our countries and the relationship is a pragmatic one, primarily" (video).
Although President Biden rated high in the polls on the confidence of the American people to negotiate for them, he was,
of course, criticized by the Republicans for meeting at all—ignoring that their idol Trump met with Putin. The NPR said,
“There has been a long-standing tradition of refraining from criticizing a president while on an overseas trip, but that practice has gradually eroded. Republicans have been preparing to portray Biden as weak, regardless of how the meeting
goes. U.S. presidents going back to George W. Bush have all met with Putin during their time in office.”
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News Points to Review
May 30, 2021—Gun purchases have gone through the roof during the pandemic and the protests. During just one week this
spring, 1.2 million background checks were done. Incidents of road rage and mass shootings are increasing. On May 22, a sixyear-old boy was shot and killed on a freeway in California while his mother was driving him to school. Despite the growing violence, some Republican state governments want to make it easier and easier to buy and carry a gun. In May, SC signed into law
an open carry bill. In Texas, there is a new law that would allow just about everyone over the age of 21 to carry a handgun without
a permit or training.
June 2, 2021—Donald Trump very suddenly shut down the blog on his website titled “From the Desk of Donald J. Trump.” He did
this only a month after starting launching it. The blog was supposed to be his window to communicate with the world after being
banned from Twitter and Facebook. According to Vanity Fair, he closed the blog because it had very few readers and people were
making fun of it.
June 3, 2021—The New York Times said that in 2017 the Trump Justice Department secretly secretly obtained the phone records
of four Times reporters and also phone records of reporters working for The Washingon Post and CNN.
June 4, 2021—Facebook has announced that it will no longer give politicians special treatment if their speech breaks the rules.
June 6, 2021—Donald Trump spoke for 90 minutes at the North Carolina Republican convention. According to The New York
Times, he attacked voting, American democracy, and declared himself in favor of a long list of Republican voter suppression tactics. The Times reporter said, “He is both a diminished figure and an oversized presence…He sees himself as leading the revolution and he is doing it from the back of a golf cart.” He is still the top candidate in every poll for the 2024 Republican presidencial
nomination. (See cartoon on page 30.)
June 6, 2021—Even California has joined the program to ignore the escalating mass killings and increasing violence, to put a gun
in the hand of every American, and to make sure high capacity assault weapons are available to all who want them. A judge in
Califorinia has just overturned their 32-year ban on assault weapons. He equated owning a military-style firearm to owning a Swiss
Army knife. (See cartoon on page 32.)
June 11, 2021---Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis is still making life difficult for cruise lines and would-be cruise passangers who value
their health by refusing to allow cruiselines to require vaccination of its passaengers.The Center for Disease Control and Prevention has mandated at least 98% vaccinated for the crew and 95% for passangers. That puts the cruise lines in an untenable position. The Florida law goes into effect on July 1, just when it would be possible to begin cruising again, but either way cruise lines
move, they would be breaking the law. They could move their base from Florida to a more reasonable state, but they have so
much invested in their infrastructure there that they would lose a massive amount of money. Stoking the fears of what could happen with unvaccinated cruises, Celebrity Cruises set sail (they said) with a fully- vaccinated crew and 95% vaccinated passengers,
only to have two of the passengers test positive for the virus. Meanwhile, DeSantis is battling the CDC in court to determine which
of them has the right to tell businesses in Florida what to do about the virus. DeSantis is rumored to be considering a run for president in 2024, and he is trying to show the Trump fans he can be as unreasonable as his role model.
June 13, 2021—Benjamin Netanyahu is gone after 12 years in office and Naftali Bennett is Israel’s new prime minister. President
Biden called to congratulate him, and they agreed to keep working together.
June 14, 2021---Mitch McConnell has said that he might block Biden from filling a Supreme Court vacancy if Republicans retake
the Senate next year.
June 15, 2021—According to the Post and Courier, on July 15, when Vice-President Harris was in Greenville promoting vaccination, the national vaccination rate was 63 percent, just 7 percent below President Biden’s July 4 goal of 70 percent. That’s the
good news. The bad news for us is that South Carolina ranks near the bottom of vaccination rates by states, with less than half of
South Carolinians having received even one dose. Gov. McMaster, ever the gentleman, tweeted that, “South Carolina didn’t need
help in its vaccination push and that Harris should be at the border.” I guess South Carolina does not need help burying its dead
and dying from the virus either. Along Vice-President’s motorcade route were protestors holding up signs claiming that Trump had
won the election. Covid is not the only virus that has infected our state.
June 20, 2021--- The assination of democracy continues. In Georgia, members of at least 10 county election boards are being
replaced, some of them Black Democrats. Previously members of election boards were selectd by both parities. Now, the Republican-controlled county commission has the sole authority to remove members from the board and replace them. In Arkansas, election control has been taken from county authorities. And in Kansas, Republicans removed the power of the Democratic governor
to modify election law.
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June 22, 2021---Iran’s newly elected president, Ebrahim Raisi, has said that he will not meet with President Biden to discuss an
expanded agreement that would “restrict Iran’s ballistic missiles program and curb its regional military policies in addition to containing its nuclear program.” He said that the US should honor the 2015 deal, lift all sanctions, and demonstrate good will.
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Meet Your Fellow Democrats
By Jennifer Jewett
Ira says in his profile, “It's been a wild ride. Adventurous and educational. Each place had things we loved. From NYC to
Indian Land.” I agree completely. I grew up in Kershaw, always wanting to move away to a city, even Charlotte. It is wonderful that Ira lived in so many of our major cities and can bring that perspective to our newsletter readers.

Jennifer
Ira Bass

Originally from the Bronx, New York, I am a kid who grew up in the schoolyard. Living in a six-story apartment building
was fun because I knew all my friends would be either downstairs playing in the street or in the schoolyard where we
played all sorts of games. It was fun, and I am grateful for the uniqueness of growing up there. My parents eventually
moved us just north of the city to Yonkers, NY, where I went to high school and commuted to college. First, I attended
Lehman College in the Bronx for two years. I met my wife Linda when she decided to pledge at the fraternity where I was
a brother. Huh? Linda. Fraternity? There were no sororities on campus so we pledged girls. I transferred to Pace University where I earned a BBA in Marketing. Once I graduated from Pace, we got married. My first job in Manhattan was at a
media buying firm. My entire working career was set from that point forward. We moved all over the country as my career
took off. First to Fort Worth, Texas, where I worked for Tandy Corporation. What a shock that was for this New Yorker!
Both our daughters were born there. From there, we moved to Pittsburgh, Akron, Syracuse, and then we discovered North
Carolina. We lived in Raleigh, Greensboro, and Charlotte over a 20-year period. In August of 2019, we moved over the
border to Indian Land in a 55+ community on Harrisburg Road.
I still remember as a child when my father would take me into the voting booth while growing up. All those choices, but my
dad always voted straight Democratic. He let me pull all the levers of the big clunky machine which registered his votes
once the curtain opened.
Growing up in the Bronx we were surrounded by Democrats. It’s in my blood.
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Traveling Democrats by Jennifer Jewett
Continuing our tour of the most beautiful and/or interesting places in South Carolina…
Charleston
On any list of the most beautiful and interesting places in SC, Charleston would have to be the top item for both. In 2020,
Travel and Leisure magazine ranked Charleston as the number one tourist attraction in the United States and number 12
in the world. In 2016, Travel and Leisure ranked Charleston as the best city in the world.
Charleston was founded in 1670, on the west bank of the Ashley River (now Charles Towne Landing), but moved in 1680
to its present site. The city was taken by the British during the Revolutionary War and held from May 1780 until December
1782. The first shots of the Civil War were fired there in January of 1861, and the first battle of the war took place in April
of 1861 when General Beauregard’s troops opened fire on the federal soldiers in Fort Sumter. Tangible remains of both
wars and much of the history between them can still be viewed in the city. Whether you prefer to walk the cobblestone
streets with a city map in hand or take a leisurely ride in a horse-drawn carriage, you will feel that you have stepped back
in time to a place where the past has not been forgotten (Wikipedia).
There is much to see and do in and near the city in addition to the museums and relics of wars—beautiful old homes, gorgeous gardens, the promenade around the Battery and Waterfront Park, a boat trip to Fort Sumter, and fine beaches on
the Isle of Palms and Folly Beach. Also, King Street has some unusual shops. And don’t forget the food. Charleston is
almost as famous for its food as it is for its history. A few of the best-known restaurants are Tommy Condon’s Irish Pub
and Restaurant, Poogan’s Porch (named after the owner’s dog Poogan), Coconut Joe’s on the Isle of Palms, Poe’s Tavern on Sullivan’s Island, and ten more favorites listed in Town and Country magazine. If you are a lover of fresh seafood,
there are many fine restaurants near the beaches. Two of the restaurants we are familiar with are Gaulart & Maliclet. and
Queen Street Grocery, 133 Queen Street. Queen Street Grocery has a lot of standard and unique dishes that are good
and reasonably priced. The french food of Gaulart & Maliclet is also good and reasonably priced. But some of the restaurants are disappointing in what they offer for the prices they charge, so it is a good idea to check menus and prices online
if you have an opportunity before you enter.
The visitor center at 375 Meeting St. is well worth a visit to get information on the places you would like to see. Parking is
sometimes tricky, and overnight parking at some hotels may be more expensive than the city lot nearby. If you subscribe
to any of the travel websites, you may find wonderful deals, especially in winter. We have stayed at the Mills Hyatt House
on such deals and also in a nice hotel on the Ashley River, where the stay included a free carriage tour of Charleston.
Charleston is close enough to Lancaster County to make it there in a day and back, but if you have not been before, you
could easily spend a week without running out of things to do and see.

Carriage Rides – Staff Photo
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Rainbow Row

Ravenel Bridge

St. Phillip’s (1836)
and St. Michael’s
(1751) Churches

The Battery

Old City Market – Staff Photo
Old City Market – Staff Photo
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The Citadel - Founded 1842

Dock Street Theater- Staff Photo
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Streets filled with flowers and charming
restaurants and cafes – Staff Photo
Spoleto Festival

Patriots Point

Fort Sumter – Staff Photo
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Plantations Open to the Public

Boone Hall

Middleton Place

Magnolia Plantation
Drayton Hall

McLeod Plantation Historic Site - 1858 –James Island
Boone Hall Plantation and Gardens - 1681
Magnolia Plantation and Gardens – 1676 – Across river
from North Charleston
Drayton Hall – 1738 – on Ashley River 15 miles northwest
of Charleston.
Middleton Place – 1738 –Across river from North Charleston

McLeod Plantation
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Note: Click on links above to go to the plantation’s website
for information on history, admission, and to see a photo
gallery of the plantation and its gardens. Photos on this
page are from the public domain. Click on each photo for
attribution and to read a Wikipedia article.
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Charleston Islands and Beaches

Folly Beach

The Angel Oak- Johns Island

Fort Moultrie-Sullivan’s Island

Isle of Palms Beach

Events
LCDP Meeting, Thursday, June 3—Police Reform Legislation
Guest speakers at the LCDP meeting were Representative Sandy McGarry, House District 44, and Jarrod Bruder, Executive Director of the South Carolina Sheriffs Association. The topic of discussion focused on police reform, and the new
open carry law in South Carolina.
Director Bruder said that after the George Floyd death, it became clear that it is necessary to make the profession of law
enforcement more professional. He explained some of the steps South Carolina is taking to reach this goal. Complicating
the situation in South Carolina is the fact that the police force is understaffed and underpaid. There are 315 law enforcement agencies in South Carolina with 10 officers or fewer.
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H 3791, a bill known as the “Pact Act” (Police and Communities Together) was introduced in Feb. of this year and has not
been moving because of the fiscal impact. H 3050, which focuses on an aspect of H 3791, has been moving and is currently in the Senate Committee on Judiciary. H 3050 deals with the certification of law enforcement officers.
Before acting as a police officer, a person hired by a law enforcement agency must be fully certified by the Criminal Justice Academy. If that person is not yet fully certified, he/she must be accompanied by a fully certified officer to act as a
police officer. Full certification must be attained within one year of employment, with some exceptions that are outlined in
the bill.
If a police officer loses certification due to misconduct, he/she may not be employed by any other law enforcement agency
within the state of South Carolina nor by any state. The definitions of misconduct listed in the bill are “unlawful use of a
controlled substance; repeated use of excessive force; dangerous or unsafe practices involving firearms, weapons, or vehicles; physical or psychological abuse of prisoners or members of the public; failure to intervene when observing another
officer committing abuse; misrepresentation of employment-related information; wilfully making false, misleading, incomplete, deceitful, or incorrect statements to law enforcement; wilfully making false, misleading, incomplete, deceitful, or incorrect statements to any court of competent jurisdiction, under oath or not; wilfully providing false, misleading, incomplete, deceitful, or incorrect information on a document, record, report, or form; the falsification of any application for certification and training; and willfully providing false information to the Criminal Justice Academy.” Law enforcement agencies
must report to the Criminal Justice Academy any act of misconduct that could result in loss of certification.
H 3050 also defines a “chokehold” or “carotid hold” as “the application of deadly force in a manner that applies extended
or continued pressure to the throat or windpipe, a maneuver that restricts blood or oxygen flow to the brain, or a carotid
artery restraint that prevents or hinders breathing or reduces the intake of air by an individual.” This tactic is only justifiable
if an officer believes that deadly force is essential to protect his/her own life or the life of someone else.
The bill also mandates the development of required minimum standards for all law enforcement agencies. Among the
standards required are policies in the areas of use of force, vehicle pursuit, an officer’s duty to intervene, hiring and firing
practices, post-basic academy field training, body-worn cameras, “no-knock” warrants, processes for filing and investigating complaints, and development of an early-warning system to track the behavior of at-risk employees.
Director Bruder listed some of the elements of H 3791 that are not included in H 3050: setting of a minimum salary for law
enforcement officers, full funding of body-worn cameras, stable funding for the SC Criminal Justice Academy, and minimum standards for law enforcement agencies. He pointed out that no one dislikes bad police officers as much as good
police officers.
Questions from the audience mainly centered on the new law on open carry, which will go into effect in August, and why it
was passed when so many law enforcement agencies are against it. Director Bruder said that the Sheriffs Association had
remained neutral on the issue because of the 26 Republican members and the 20 Democratic members, no consensus
could be reached. He said that not all who opposed the law were Democrats, and not all who approved the law were Republicans. He also noted that South Carolina was one of the very few states that did not already have open carry and that
in SC it had been already lawful for someone to openly carry a long gun down the street, but not a handgun. He did say
that he was relieved that the bill did not permit constitutional carry (unrestricted carry without requiring a permit or training
for any legal gun owner).
Representative McGarry said that as the wife and mother of police officers, she feared for their safety, but as a representative, she had to vote according to the wishes of her constituents, and she had heard more from those who wanted
the law than those who did not.
One question was how the law on open carry would affect African Americans who chose to take advantage of it and openly carry a weapon. Would it be more dangerous for them to do so than for a white person? Director Bruder said that law
enforcement had asked for 90 days to get training so that they could better deal with such issues, but he was honest in
saying that he did not know the answer to that question. He also pointed out that persons openly carrying a weapon could
also face danger from the general public as well as an overreaction from a frightened law enforcement officer.
There was also a discussion of law officers and mental health. Director Bruder said that law enforcement officers have to
transport many mental health patients in a year, and agencies receive funds for that. However, that is something they
would prefer not to have to do because it takes officers off of the street and away from their duties at a time when law enforcement agencies are very understaffed.
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It was greatly appreciated that Representative McGarry and Director Bruder gave their time to talk to the LCDP about
these important issues.
Redistricting
The first meeting of the Redistricting Forum Planning Committee took place on June 10 at 6:15 PM by Zoom. There were
six members present—Verta Looper, Committee Chair; former SC House Representative Mandy Powers Norrell; First
Vice-Chair of the LCDP, Katie Crosby; Heath Springs Council Representative, Tameka Morrow; LCDP Events Committee
and Newsletter Associate Editor, Jennifer Jewett; and LCDP Events Chair and Newsletter Editor, Judy Langston.
After a call to order, welcome, and meditation by Verta Looper, members introduced themselves. Verta Looper and
Tameka Morrow shared information about a training session they attended at the Crowd Academy. A PowerPoint slide
show from that training was sent to members before the meeting.
After the 2020 census data is delivered to states, the law requires that voting district lines be redrawn. Mandy Powers
Norrell talked about what redistricting is, why it is important, and what can go wrong. Redistricting does not affect municipalities and counties very much because the process for them is mostly optional. It is mainly a high-stakes procedure for
state and congressional politicians. In all fairness, lines should be redrawn by an impartial commission, but that is not
what happens. The political party in control in a state is the one that decides how lines will be drawn. Since the political
party in power wants to remain in power, lines are drawn to ensure that will happen. Effectively, that means that representatives choose their voters instead of voters choosing their representatives. For example, the Republican Party is in
power in SC, and so they will want to concentrate Democratic voters in as few districts as possible. The same thing happens with minorities. The law requires that minorities not be excluded in the process, but that does not preclude putting
the majority of minority voters into just one district.
The public must be made aware of the unfairness of this method of redistricting so they can put pressure on their representatives to turn the process over to an impartial body. It will not help very much to call representatives. Politicians need
to believe a lot of people are watching what they are doing and want them to do the right thing. The public needs to be
informed and educated through public forums, and social media platforms. Citizens can also speak before a subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee in the legislature while the process is taking place.
The League of Women Voters is working to bring about that public awareness and to try to have the process turned over
to an impartial body. They have a presentation that would be very useful to the Lancaster committee in raising local
awareness and educating Lancaster County voters. Mandy Powers Norrell said she would check on their availability.
The next meeting will take place on June 24 at 6:15 PM by Zoom.
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LCDP Action Teams
By Jennifer Jewett
Thanks to those who have stepped up to lead the action teams and to serve on them.

Jennifer
2021 Team Directors
Fundraising
Ken Gillis
Events
Judy Langston
Social Media
Ira Bass
Webpage
Terry Pytlarz
Newsletter
Judy Langston
Email Notifications
Joel Schaffer
Membership
Lea Gillis
Get Out The Vote
Fred Whittles
VoteBuilder Administration Action Team Bonnie Peterson
Community Action Team
Keith Grey
If you have comments or would like to serve on one of these teams, please send that information to us at LCDPSCnews@gmail.com.
ACTION TEAMS
ACTION TEAMS
Budget (Ken Gillis)
The budget team is responsible for raising money for the LCDP. They will work under the supervision of the Treasurer.
Some examples are phone solicitation, mailings, and hosted events.
Events (Judy Langston)
This team seeks out public events that we can participate in, like the Martin Luther King Parade, the Red Rose Festival,
and the Indian Land Festival. These events are primarily for exposure of the county party.
Social Media (Ira Bass)
The social media team will be responsible for all postings to social media accounts. Each account is assigned to one primary administrator. These accounts are Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.
Web Page (Terry Pytlarz)
The web page action team is responsible for all posting to the web page for the LCDP and will also host a blog on our
page.
Newsletter (Judy Langston)
The Newsletter Team will produce and publish the LCDP monthly email newsletter.
Email Notifications (Joel Shaffer)
This Team will be responsible for all distribution of emails to our membership.
Membership (Lea Gillis)
The membership team is responsible for seeking out new volunteers and for increasing the LCDP membership at meetings and events. The team will coordinate volunteers for specific phone banking, mailing, and canvassing events. They
will maintain all attendance records of meetings and events and update new members to the email notifications team.
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GOTV (Get Out the Vote) Team (Fred Whittles)
This team will implement the criteria for LCDP campaigns and work with both the VoteBuilder team and the membership
team. The GOTV team will request a list to the VoteBuilder team and coordinate with the membership team to get the volunteers to complete the task. The GOTV team would supply the list and scripts and materials to the membership team.
The membership team would distribute to volunteers.
Vote Builder Administration Team (Bonnie Peterson)
This team will need to learn VoteBuilder and be proficient on the computer. VoteBuilder is a program we have access to
through the state. The VoteBuilder team will create lists requested by the GOTV team. They will also update VoteBuilder
and maintain our database.
Community Action Team (Keith Grey)
This team will reach out to organizations in our community with whom we may wish to partner to show our support, either
financially or physically. Examples are working with Promise Neighborhoods or our donations to NAACP. This team will
report to the chair.
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LCDP Media and Social Media
We are working hard to maintain a presence on the Internet, so please drop in to visit us at any or all of our media below.
We would welcome comments, suggestions, and especially contributions of content to post—videos, photos, links to articles, information on coming events, or anything else that would be of interest to our followers. Our YouTube channel
needs 100 subscribers to get a more manageable URL, so if you would be willing to subscribe, that would be very much
appreciated. Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors to visit us as well. If you have something you would like to
share with us, please send it to LCDPSCnews@gmail.com, and we will see that it gets to the appropriate place.
(FYI: Check out the new video of LCDP members picking up roadside trash on our YouTube Channel.)

https://www.lancasterdemo
crats.com/ Webpage

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn
GGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA.

https://twitter.com/Lancaster
SCDems Twitter

YouTube

https://www.facebook.com/Lan
casterSCDems Facebook
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https://www.instagram.com/L
ancasterSCDems/ Instagram

Newsletter—sent out by
e-mail subscription and
posted on website .
https://www.lancasterdem
ocrats.com/newsletters
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Flashback to Memorial Day
Enjoy the long
weekend!

Why should I go to that cemetery? It’s filled
with losers (Aisne-Marne American Cemetery
near Paris 2018). Those 1800 Marines are
‘suckers’ for getting killed (Belleau Wood
Cemetery, France 2018).
He’s [John McCain] not a war hero. I Iike people
who weren’t captured (campaigning 2015).
We’re not going to support that loser’s funeral
(John McCain’s death, 2018).

Denys Almaral

Some GOP responses to VP Harris
Nikki Haley: “unprofessional, unfit!”
Kevin McCarthy: “MD Holiday is NOT just a
long weekend.”
Doug Heye: “She should know better, right?”
And there were others…
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In 2020, then-President Trump spent Memorial Day playing
golf and tweeting insults. When he did make a speech
about those who gave their lives for us (him included), it
was not to honor their sacrifice, but to say how proud they
would be to know what HE had done for the country. He
made it very clear during his campaign and presidency
that he had no respect for the military, thought they were
suckers if they volunteered and losers if they were killed
or captured. He claimed Sen. John McCain was a loser instead of a war hero because he was captured.
Fast forward to 2021. On May 29, (3 days before Memorial
Day) as Americans of all political parties were preparing to
enjoy the long weekend, Vice President Harris tweeted a
friendly “Enjoy the long weekend.” A bevy of high and
low-level Republicans (who were likely barbecuing or golfing all weekend) gasped in horror that she would suggest
a weekend paid for with such sacrifice should be enjoyed.
Nikki Haley called her “unprofessional and unfit.” We can
only say to Nikki Haley and the others. It was very “unprofessional and unfit” of you to issue such ridiculous and
mean statements, especially since you accepted the way
your adored former leader denigrated and disrespected
our fallen and living military heros.
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The virus for which there is yet no vaccine.

31

According to The New York Times, former President Trump is still at the top of
every poll for the Republican presidential nomination for 2024, is still proclaiming
himself president from every Republican podium, and believes he is “leading a
revolution from the back of his golf cart.”

Clip art by Dedipic
and Microsoft gallery
Creative Commons

Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter
A Fair Fight

In overturning a 32-year ban on assault rifles, a federal judge in California said
owning a military-style assault rifle was equivalent to owning a Swiss Army
knife.
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Contact Information for Representatives
Representative

SC Address

SC Phone

Sandy McGarry
SC House District
44

Home Address
3423 Holden Rd.
Lancaster 29720

Home Phone
(803) 804-1043

Brandon Newton
SC House District
45

Home Address
P.O. Box 2501
Lancaster 29721

James H. “Jay”
Lucas
SC House District
65

Home Address
1744 Garland Dr.
Hartsville 29550

Michael Johnson
Senate District
16

Home Address
1201 Carolina Pl
Suite 103 Fort
Mill, SC 29708

Penry Gustafson
Senate District
27

Home Address
236 Hackamore
Lane Camden
SC 29020

Ralph Norman
CD 5

454 South Anderson Road, Suite
302-B
Rock Hill, SC
29730

(803) 327-1114
Fax: (803) 3274330

Tim ScottUS Senate

1901 Main Street
Suite 1425
Columbia, SC
29201

(803) 771-6112
Fax: (855) 8029355

Lindsey Graham
US Senate

Legislative
Address
Columbia Address
404A Blatt Bldg.
Columbia 29201

Legislative Phone

Other

(803) 212-6937

SC House
Webpage
Facebook

Cell Phone (803)
320-9615

Columbia Address
404D Blatt Bldg.
Columbia 29201

Business Phone
(803) 212-6874

SC House
Webpage
Facebook
Twitter

Home Phone
(843) 383-9421

Columbia Address
506 Blatt Bldg.
Columbia 29201

Business Phone
(803) 734-3125

SC House
Webpage
Facebook
Twitter

Columbia Address
602 Gressette
Bldg.
Columbia, SC
29201
Columbia Address
610 Gressette
Bldg.
Columbia, SC
29201
569 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC
20515

Business Phone
803-212-6008

SC Senate
Webpage
Facebook
Twitter

Business Phone
803-212-6040

SC Senate
Webpage
Twitter

(202) 225-5501
Fax: (202) 2250464

Newsletter
Signup
Website
Facebook
Twitter

104 Hart Senate
Office Building
Washington, DC
20510

(202) 224-6121
Toll-Free: (855)
425-6324
Fax: (202) 2285143

Newsletter Signup
Website
Facebook
Twitter

Business Phone
(843) 332-5050

Piedmont Office
Main: (803) 366290 Russell SenOffice: (202) 224235 East Main
2828
ate Office Building 5972
Fax: (803) 366Washington, DC
Fax: (202) 224Street, Suite 100
Rock Hill, SC
5353
20510
3808
29730
Useful Links
South Carolina
SC House in
SC Senate in
US House
Legislature
session
session
Homepage
Note: To send an email, go to the representative’s legislative website and select “contact.”
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Friday
2

Saturday
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Meeting

4

5

6

7

8

9
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12

13

14

15

16

17

Democratic
Women

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
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Exec
Board

Dem Good
Times

Judy Langston, Newsletter Editor
Jennifer Jewett, Associate Editor
Suzanne Penuel, Copyeditor
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