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Our condolences to Sandra Greenblatt on the loss of her husband.
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Meeting and Events Calendar
The Lancaster
County
Democratic Party

Meets on the first Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on June 3 at 7 PM by Zoom.
Keith Grey, Chair, www.lancasterdemocrats.com. If you would like the link, please contact
lcdpscnews@gmail.com.

LCDP
Executive Committee Meeting
Sun City
Democrats

Meets on the third Tuesday each month. The next meeting will be on June 15 at 7 PM by Zoom.

LCDP Democratic
Women
Dem Good Time
Social

Meet by Zoom. For information contact Jeanne Huber, President, Sun City Democrats
(jghswiss@aol.com).
June 9 – Ice Cream Social; there will not be a meeting in July or August. September - TBA
Meet on the third Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on June 17 by Zoom.
Meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be on June 23 by Zoom.

If you know of events that would be of interest to our members, please send them to the newsletter email to be included in the next issue.
For current events and meetings, also check out the Events section on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems

Editorial and Opinions Section
Please consider sharing your opinion messages as your time permits. I will put in comments and articles of any
length. We need to share with each other. Your opinion and perspective are greatly valued here. Please submit to
Attn: Associate Editor, Jennifer Jewett at lcdpscnews@gmail.com. Thanks!!

The United States of America is a Nation of Immigrants
In 1875, the concept of a gift to America on its centennial was proposed to the French people. The concept was accepted
with the understanding that France would provide the statue as long as America would provide the site and the pedestal.
As this would be a people-to-people project, no government funds would be provided.
The French appeal was warmly and enthusiastically received. Donations poured in from individuals, towns and villages
had fundraising events, and the descendants of French soldiers who served in the American revolution actively supported
the project.
Fundraising efforts were not as well accepted in the US. Work on the pedestal stopped for lack of funds. Appeals to New
York state and the U.S.Congress failed. Finally, Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of the New York World, took on the project to
raise the last $100,000 (the equivalent of $2.4 million today). He promised to print the name of every contributor in his
newspaper. He raised the target amount from over 120,000 contributors; the average contribution was less than a dollar.
Another fundraising effort was the sale of art and manuscripts. Emma Lazarus, an American poet, was asked to provide a
manuscript. Emma was the daughter of a wealthy Jewish family who had been in the U.S. from before the Revolution. At
first, she demurred as she was very active in the efforts to resettle Jewish refugees from the pogroms in Eastern Europe.
However, she decided that she would write a sonnet to raise empathy for the plight of the refugees. The result of this effort
was the sonnet the “The New Colossus.” This sonnet quickly became associated with the statue. The final few verses are
ionic, and are considered a fitting companion to the statue.
“Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door.”
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The complete poem was put on a bronze plaque, which is in the museum contained in the pedestal of the statue. The full
name of the monument is “Liberty Enlightening the World. '' It is a statement of how the world sees us and how we see
ourselves as the home of liberty and freedom.
The United States of America is a nation of immigrants, We are not a melting pot, we are an amalgam, a mixture of many
people, a mixture of many cultures. A mixture from which we draw strength. However, this amalgamation has never been
a smooth process, and to a large degree continues to this day.
Fear of the “other,” of the stranger, has existed in our country from its inception. And each time we, as a people, have beat
back the fear as best we can and tried to move forward. Starting with the Native Americans, each wave of migration has
faced discrimination and persecution. Scotch-Irish, Irish, Chinese, Poles, Germans, Italians, Jews, Japanese, and of
course, African Americans have all felt the sting of humiliation and prejudice. “No Irish need apply,” internment camps,
and ”Colored Waiting Room” have been all too common. Each instance of this discrimination and persecution diminishes
us as a people.
We now have a major political party promoting this fear of immigrants and the “other” as one of its basic tenets. A political
party promoting fear that people with black and brown skin gain at their white supporters' loss. The effort to suppress
voting is simply one more manifestation of this fear.
The other is the effort to hinder the oppressed migrant seeking asylum in the U.S. The same battle that Emma Lazarus
fought over a hundred years ago is now being waged over the plight of our neighbors to the south: asylum seekers
fleeing the chaos and lawlessness of the “Northern Triangle” who have been battered by multiple natural disasters,
criminality, and the venality of the “elite,” all through no fault of their own. Whatever their plight, like our own ancestors,
these are people who look to the U.S. as a beacon of hope, as the “golden door.”
We are big enough, strong enough, and wise enough to show human compassion and provide humane treatment to these
refugees. We should have learned from the treatment that our ancestors received that this is our duty.
We are Americans. We are the caretakers of Liberty. Our compassion, our righteousness, our inherent understanding of
the desperation of these people must guide our actions.
Cary Kimmel
Lancaster Democrat Party State Executive Committeeman
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/emma-lazarus
This article from The Poetry Foundation goes into the contrasts Emma Lazarus, author of the poem “The New Colossus”
that is on the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty, made between decadent societies from the past and the opportunity that
America had to make a fresh start. Cary points out that we have almost blown our chance to rise above decadence and
injustice, but maybe we can still right some of the wrongs of the past.
Have our voting machines been fixed to assure Republican wins?
I have never been a fan of conspiracy theories, but living under the stress of a country that is rapidly changing to a solid
red has made me believe there are some out there that are true. One of those may be that the voting machines have
been somehow fixed by the GOP to give elections to Republican candidates. That would explain how so many of them
win when approval and exit polls tell a different story. Or why Trump was in such a panic to prevent absentee voting that
he would put a postmaster general in place to try to prevent ballots from arriving on time, if at all. I have wondered about
the machines since Al Gore won the presidential election, but because of Florida’s hanging chads ballots, the Supreme
Court gave it to George Bush.
Reporter Alison Green, writing for DC Report.org, claims in an article titled “Why The Numbers Behind Mitch McConnell’s
Re-Election Don’t Add Up” that the voting machines manufactured by Election Systems & Software (ES&S) are possibly
fixed with a “machine-controlled algorithm” that flips a significant portion of votes cast for Democrats over to the Republican candidates. Kentucky, South Carolina, Maine, Texas, Iowa, and Florida are all states that use ES&S machines, so
maybe our Lindsey, as well as Mitch McConnell, benefited from the use of those machines. Ms. Green has what appears
to be a credible explanation backed by statistics, which you can read by going to the above link.
Among the anomalies she cited for the Mitch McConnell wins:

3

Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter
•
•

Vol 5-6

In Kentucky in a county that had 9,508 registered Democrats and just 1,599 registered Republicans, McConnell
won with a 67% to 29% vote count over popular Democratic candidate Amy McGrath.The voting machines were
(ES&S). In all counties where McConnell’s vote count was high, the voting machines were ES&S.
In that same Breathitt County, there are 120% more registered voters than age-eligible citizens. In fact, in 2017,
48 of the 120 Kentucky counties had more registered voters than citizens over the age of 18.

In another article in the same publication titled “Republicans Have A Friend In The Company That Counts Their Votes,”
she points out that
1. The private equity company that owns ES&S is secretive about the people who own the company.
2. Several ES&S top executives and lobbyists have ties to GOP politicians.
3. The ES&S executive in charge of security previously worked in the Trump administration in Health and Human
Services.
4. 40 of the 50 states use ES&S to cast and count some of their votes.
5. Of the 25 states Trump won, all but three used ES&S machines.
6. Georgia used ES&S in 2018 but has now switched to Dominican. (Maybe they will switch back since Democrats
won there in 2020.)
So when Trump screamed that this was the “most fraudulent election in history” and that the election was stolen from
him, maybe he knew something we didn’t. The machines were fixed to give him the election, and he knew he would
win if they were used. However, the election was stolen from him by absentee votes that bypassed the use of his corrupted machines.
Judy Langston
Note from Suzanne: NC voter organizations found similar results in some areas of NC, but the explanation turned out to
be not the voting machines but that older rural white voters registered as Democrats decades ago, when the party was
perceived very differently. They stopped preferring Dem candidates years ago, but they didn’t change their party registration. In NC Dem candidates actually did better with people who registered as independents than they did with older rural
whites registered as Democrats.
……………………
Letter: Mental well-being takes effort
more
Editor’s note: The writer is a retired licensed professional counselor.
“How are you feeling today?” “I’m good.” Are you? Responses are often based on casual conversation, social graces, or
just wondering, “Do you really care?”
Our pattern of emotions and thoughts have a significant impact on how we view the world, our level of motivation, how we
treat others, and in general, our overall behavioral/mental health/well-being.
Since 1949, May has been designated Mental Health Month. So it’s a good time for everyone to relax, reflect and realize
just where we are with our behavioral wellness.
Please join me in seeking out experiences that will enhance our mental well-being. Engage in a healthy walk in nature.
Enjoy a delicious, nutritious meal with people you cherish. Take action to enhance your daily lifestyle. Encourage others
in life’s journey.
Verta W. Looper
The above letter appeared in The Lancaster News on May 22.
…………………………

In April, North Carolina passed a law mandating that teachers be trained to use “the science of reading.” Dennis Davis,
Rebecca Jordan, and Kimberly Anderson are the authors of an article that was published in several places, including an
article in the Charlotte Observer and the Raleigh News and Observer on April 15. Another version is Science of reading in
NC: We need common understanding - EducationNC (ednc.org).
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I don’t think South Carolina educators are jerked around like this. Correct me if I am wrong. Molly Spearman quickly stood
up to McMaster when he issued an order about masks without adequate consultation. S.C. superintendent cancels mask
policy for students in schools (wistv.com). She did eventually follow up on his order.
The May 12 exchange between Rep. Stephen Lynch of Massachusetts and the former Acting Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller is both distressing and amusing. My favorite sequence is https://crooksandliars.com/2021/05/stephen-lynchchristopher-miller. In researching this, I found the Crooks and Liars website, which is quite a find.
As Mother’s Day approached, I was touting my mother’s achievements as an officer of The Bank of Kershaw, which then
was subsumed by First National and then Wachovia. The wind sort of went out of my sails when I saw a Mother’s Day
column by Petula Dvorak’s “The Best gift for mom? Equal Pay” that made me remember the downside. She did not have
a college degree, and as she went further in her career, she often trained people who then went on to get better positions
than she had. In the early 1980s, I tried to help her check with what was then The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and found out their backlog was so long that it was hopeless to apply.
State by State | NWLC is a National Women's Law Center website where you can find pay equity information for particular states.
2021-2022 Bill 3183: Act to Establish Pay Equity - South Carolina Legislature Online (scstatehouse.gov) was a proposed
bill in South Carolina.
I am very concerned about people who assisted the American military in Afghanistan. They are targets for the Taliban.
Rep. Jason Crow tells a poignant story of a translator who had an application for refugee status. The Taliban murdered
him before his application went through. Now his remaining family has finally been approved. I thought even Lindsey
Graham might care about this issue, and I have emailed him. See
We need to get these people out: Lawmakers warn Pentagon of impending bloodbath for Afghan partners (nbcnews.com)
FITSNEWS (fitsnews.com) reports on both political parties in SC having contests for state chairman. The State reported
that Drew McKissick won the race for SCRP 582-239. Lin Wood, the other candidate, was formerly an assistant to Governor Mark Sanford.
The following article is about Lin Wood, who challenged Drew McKissick for the position of chair of the South Carolina
Republican Party. Although McKissick won, the fact that a candidate such as Wood could gain traction is really scary.
Wood, allegedly, thinks all Republicans except Trump are pedophiles.
Charleston Post and Courier: “Hicks: SC Republicans should avoid going off the rails on a crazy train.”
And this one that may be easier to access than the Post and Courier piece.
The Bulwark: “Lin Wood Is Just Asking Questions”

Jennifer Jewett
Editor, Editorial and Opinions
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Biden’s Cabinet
Office

Person

Office

Person

Secretary of State
Secretary of Defense
Secretary of the Interior
Secretary of Commerce
Secretary of Health and
Human Services
Secretary of Transportation
Secretary of Education

Antony Blinken
Lloyd Austin
Deb Haaland
Gina Raimondo
Xavier Becerra

Secretary of Treasury
Attorney General
Secretary of Agriculture
Secretary of Labor
Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development
Secretary of Energy

Janet Yellen
Merrick Garland
Tom Vilsack
Martin Walsh
Marcia Fudge

Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Denis McDonough

Secretary of Homeland
Security

Alejandro Mayorkas

White House Chief of Staff
Director of National
Intelligence
Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency
Director of the Office of
Management and Budget
Chair of the Council of
Economic Advisors
Director of the Office of
Science and Technology
Policy—Science Advisor
to the President

Ron Klain
Avril Haines

Chairman DNC
Deputy Chief of Staff

Jaime Harrison
Jen O’Malley Dillon

Pete Buttigieg
Miguel Cardona

Cabinet-level Officials
US Trade Representative
Director of the CIA

Jennifer Granholm

Katherine Tai
William J. Burns

Michael S. Regan

Administrator of the Small
Business Administration

Isabel Casillas Guzman

Neera Tanden

US Ambassador to the
United Nations
US Presidential Envoy for
Climate

Linda Thomas Greenfield

Cecilia Rouse

John Kerry

Eric Lander

Other
Press Secretary
Chief Medical Adviser

Jen Psaki
Dr. Anthony Fauci

Note: All of the 4,000 appointments of President Biden would be too space-consuming to cover, but you can check
them out with this link.
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Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
Marcia Fudge

Secretary of Transportation
Pete Buttigieg

Marcia Fudge served as the U.S. representative for
Ohio's 11th congressional district from 2008 to 2021.
She is the first African-American woman to serve as
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development since
Patricia Roberts Harris left the office in 1979.

We know Pete Buttigieg better than the other Cabinet
members because of his run for president. During the debates and through his campaign speeches, we got to know
quite a bit about him. He and Kamala Harris are the only
two of President Biden’s Democratic opponents who made
it into his administration.

Marcia Fudge was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on October
29, 1952. She earned her B.S. degree from Ohio State
University and a Juris Doctor from Cleveland State University Cleveland–Marshall College of Law. Since college, she has worked as a prosecutor, a tax department
auditor, a visiting judge, and as chief of staff to U.S.
Representative Stephanie Tubbs Jones. She was the
first female and first African American to serve as
mayor of Warrensville Heights, Ohio.
After Stephanie Tubbs Jones’s death in 2008, Marcia
Fudge was selected as her replacement on the November ballot by a local committee of Democratic leaders.
She won with 85 percent of the vote against her Republican opponent. She held that position until she became
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development.
President Biden was urged by Congressman Jim Clyburn and others to choose Fudge for the position of
Secretary of Agriculture, but he chose her for HUD instead (Wikipedia).
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Pete Buttigieg was the mayor of South Bend, Indiana,
when he launched his presidential campaign on April 14,
2019. He was the first openly LGBT person to run in a major presidential campaign. He began as a dark horse but
managed to run a very successful campaign and for a
time, it appeared he could win the Democratic nomination.
However, he dropped out on March 1, 2020, and endorsed
Joe Biden when it became clear that Biden was ahead.
When President Biden named him as Secretary of Transportation, he became the first LGBT Cabinet member in
history.
Buttigieg became an ensign in naval intelligence in the
U.S. Navy Reserve in 2009. In 2014, he took a sevenmonth leave from his job as mayor of South Bend to go to
Afghanistan. In Afghanistan, he was part of a unit assigned
to identify and disrupt terrorist finance networks. He also
served as an armed driver for his commander on more
than 100 trips into Kabul. He has jokingly called this role a
"’military Uber’ because he had to watch out for ambushes
and explosive devices along the roads and ensure that the
vehicle was guarded.” In order to better communicate with
the local Afghans, he learned some Dari (a dialect of the
Persian language). Buttigieg was awarded the Joint Service Commendation Medal. He resigned from the U.S. Navy Reserve in 2017.
Peter Paul Montgomery Buttigieg was born on January 19,
1982, in South Bend, Indiana. His mother was from Indiana, and his father was an immigrant from Malta. He graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University with a BA
in history and literature. As a Rhodes Scholar, he graduated from Pembroke College in Oxford, England, in 2007. In
addition to English, he speaks or has some knowledge of
Norwegian, Spanish, Italian, Maltese, Arabic, Dari Persian,
and French. He plays the guitar and piano and has performed with the South Bend Symphony Orchestra. In
2018, he married his partner, Chasten Glezman
(Wikipedia).
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Secretary of Energy
Jennifer Granholm

Jennifer Mulhern Granholm, born February 5, 1959, is a
Canadian-American politician, lawyer, educator, author,
and political commentator who is currently serving as the
16th United States Secretary of Energy. She was the first
woman to serve as governor of Michigan, and prior to that
she served as attorney general of Michigan.
Jennifer Granholm was born in Vancouver, British Columbia, and moved to California at age four. She earned a
B.A. degree from the University of California, Berkeley,
and then a Juris Doctor from Harvard Law School. Her
maternal grandfather came from Ireland and her paternal
grandfather from Sweden. Her maternal grandmother is
from Newfoundland and paternal grandmother from Norway. In 1980, at the age of 21 years, Granholm became a
naturalized U.S. citizen. She holds dual citizenship in the
U.S. and Canada.
Granholm is an adjunct professor of law and public policy
at the UC Berkeley Goldman School of Public Policy and
UC Berkeley School of Law. “She is also a senior research fellow at the Berkeley Energy and Climate Institute
(BECI) and a project scientist at the Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory.” As a senior advisor to The Pew
Charitable Trusts' Clean Energy Program and founder of
The American Jobs Project at UC Berkeley, Granholm
spearheads a campaign for a national clean energy policy
that promotes and funds American energy independence
and home-grown manufacturing and innovation for wind,
solar, and advanced battery industries across the United
States” (Wikipedia).
She is married to Daniel Mulhern, a theology graduate
from Yale University. She and her husband took each other's surname as their middle names. They have three children (Wikipedia).
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Chief Medical Advisor
Dr. Anthony Fauci

Like Pete Buttigieg, Dr. Fauci’s face was very familiar to
us before then-President-Elect Biden asked him to continue in his position as chief medical advisor. Since the
pandemic began, his has been the face and voice on the
evening news every night telling us about the virus and
what we should be doing to protect ourselves. He was
often frustrated by ex-President Trump’s unwillingness to
accept the truth and his lack of cooperation with what
scientists said needed to be done. Fauci said that he has
“experienced a ‘liberating feeling’ in being able to speak
freely about the science without interference from the
Biden administration.”
Anthony Stephen Fauci was born on December 24,
1940, and serves as the director of the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and the
chief medical advisor to the president. As a physian with
NIH, he has served in the American publich health sector
for over 50 years and has worked as an advisor to every
president since Ronald Reagan.
Fauci’s father owned a pharmacy in Brooklyn, and when
Fauci was a child, he, his sister, and his mother worked
in the pharmacy. Both Fauci’s paternal and maternal
grandparents imigrated to the United States from Italy in
th
the late 19 century.
The Covid-19 pandemic is not the first medical crisis in
which Fauci has been a soldier on the frontlines. He has
been through the HIV/Aids epidemic, the 2009 swine flu,
and the Ebola crisis. In his research, Fauci has made
many important scientific observations and developed
therapies for at least three formerly fatal diseases.
Fauci married Christine Grady, a nurse and bioethicist
with the NIH, after they met while treating a patient.
Grady is chief of the Department of Bioethics at the National Institute of Health Clinical Center. They have three
adult daughters (Wikipedia).
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Next 259 Days
The first 100 days are over, and President Biden should get high points for his efforts to keep his promises and get the
country back on track. He did not accomplish all that he promised, but he hit the ground running and has not yet slowed
down. We must always remember that he cannot complete his agenda without the support of Congress, and even with his
slight majority, that support is withheld more often than it is given. As we go through the remainder of this, his first year,
we will leave the plans he has outlined in place and evaluate his accomplishments. All of the plans below were presented
in the May edition except for the American Families Plan. He drafted that one just before he gave his speech to the joint
session of Congress.
Bidencare
On January 28, President Biden began blowing the breath of life back into the ACA, as he had promised he would do. We
all sat on the edge of our seats and bit our fingernails through the four years that President Trump and the GOP tried to
kill Obamacare. They wounded it, but could not quite kill it. Now it appears President Biden has arrived in time to save the
program that still gives at least 20 million Americans affordable access to healthcare and allows at least 100 million to no
longer fear that insurance companies will deny them coverage or charge impossibly high premiums because they have
preexisting conditions.
Biden signed an executive order to open HealthCare.gov for a “special enrollment period” that began on February 15
and will end on August 15, 2021. During this time, the Biden administration will heavily publicize the signup period and
how to take advantage of it. One of the ways President Trump damaged the program was by not allowing much information to be available during the ACA enrollment periods during his term in office. Biden also directed federal agencies to
review rules and policies that limit Americans’ access to healthcare and to look for actions that protect and strengthen access.
President Biden has promised to continue to try to strengthen and expand the ACA, but he can only go so far in expanding the program without the support of Congress.
Visit HealthCare.gov/ to apply for benefits through the ACA Health Insurance Marketplace: 1-800-318-2596 (TTY: 1-855889-4325). Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (except holidays). Local help: https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/

The American Families Plan
The American Families Plan will do these things:
1. Add at least 4 more years of free education.
2. Provide direct support to children and families.
3. Extend tax cuts for families with children and American workers.
For details, please go to the above link.
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The Made in America Tax Plan
1. A higher corporate tax rate to bring business taxes back to previous levels to collect sufficient revenue to fund essential new investments. Before President Trump’s tax cut, corporate tax revenues contributed 2% of the GDP,
and after that, contribution dropped to 1%.
2. A fairer tax system that would reward labor and bring up the share of national income that is provided by labor.
3. A country by country minimum tax to eliminate the incentives for multinational companies to engage in offshore
investments that shift profits to other countries.
4. An incentive for other countries to join in a global agreement to implement minimal tax rules worldwide. Currently,
countries compete to offer multinational countries the lowest corporate taxes. Countries with a low standard of living for their workers have the advantage. President Biden’s plan would level the playing field.
5. A minimum tax on large, rich companies that have major differences in income reported to shareholders and income reported to the IRS. The plan includes providing funding and resources to the IRS to audit companies to be
sure they are paying their fair share.
6. Promotion of green technologies through tax incentives and by ending the subsidies to fossil fuels.

The American Jobs Plan
All of the projects below will create jobs.
1. Fix highways, bridges, ports, airports, and transit systems.
2. Clean up drinking water, renew the electric grid, and make high-speed broadband available for all.
3. Build and/or rehabilitate more than two million affordable, accessible, energy-efficient homes and commercial
buildings. Modernize schools and child care facilities. Upgrade veterans' hospitals and federal buildings.
4. Create jobs and raise wages and benefits for essential home care workers.
5. Revitalize manufacturing, invest in R & D, and train workers for jobs of the future.
6. Create well-paying jobs in safe and healthy workplaces. All products must be made in America and shipped on
American-owned and crewed ships. Ensure that workers have the right to organize or join a union.

The American Rescue Plan
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
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National vaccination program.
Stimulus checks to American individuals and families.
Support struggling communities and small businesses.
Safely reopen schools. Provide the resources and funds to schools and states that they need to do so.
Expand the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund.
Mobilize a public health jobs program to deal with Covid-19.
Provide emergency paid leave to 106 million Americans to slow the spread of the virus. Reimburse companies
with fewer than 500 employees and states for the cost of the paid leave.
Provide expanded paid sick and family medical leave.
Extend unemployment benefits.
Extend evictions and foreclosure moratoriums and help support renters and small landlords.
Help secure housing for the homeless and those about to be homeless.
Address the hunger crisis with support for SNAP and WIC and partnering with restaurants to help feed the hungry.
Preserve and expand health care, including veterans’ health care.
Address health disparities with funding and support for underserved communities.
Protect vulnerable populations in group settings like nursing homes.
Identify and deal with emerging new strains of the virus.
Provide critical supplies like protective gear and deploy the National Guard to help.
Invest in treatments for Covid-19.
Protect workers from Covid-19.
Restore U.S. leadership globally in fighting the pandemic.
Try to persuade Congress to increase the minimum wage to $15.00.
Modernize to help prevent future cyber attacks.
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International Issues
Russia and Ukraine
In the May edition, we covered international conflicts in Afghanistan, China/Taiwan, and Iran. Now our relationship with
Russia is becoming problematic over the situation with Ukraine. Russia has put nearly 80,000 troops on its border with
Ukraine, and, Russian-backed separatists in Ukraine have intensified their attacks. On May 7, Secretary of State Antony
Blinken visited Kyiv to reassure Ukraine that it can still count on American support. Blinken stood in the rain to pay tribute
at a memorial to Ukrainian soldiers killed in fighting against Russia.
According to The New York Times, the buildup of troops is Putin’s attempt to intimidate Ukraine, and also to call the bluff
of the U.S. and Europe by demonstrating that Russia is more committed than they are on deciding what happens to
Ukraine. Russia wants to show Ukraine that the support it can count on from the U.S. and Europe is limited. And it is a
reminder to President Biden that if he becomes aggressive toward Russia, Putin can cause problems for him. President
Biden needs Russia’s cooperation for such things on his agenda as climate change and Iran’s nuclear weapons program.
President Biden’s policy toward Russia is a careful dance on the edge. He has harshly criticized Russia in public statements but has been careful not to go too far over the line. Sending Blinken to Ukraine and imposing sanctions on Russia
in response to hacking and interference with the election are hostile acts, but Biden told Putin those were mild compared
to what he could have done. Biden said, “The United States is not looking to kick off a cycle of escalation and conflict with
Russia.” The Times speculates that President Biden’s goal is to convince Putin that he has more to lose than to gain from
confrontation. That will be difficult.
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Israel and Hamas
For eleven days, we watched rockets kill and destroy. By the time of the Egyptian-brokered ceasefire on May 21, there
were 248 dead Palestinians (including 66 children) and 12 Israelis (including 2 children). Many more were injured, and/or
left homeless. More than 90,000 people in Gaza were displaced. This is not the first war between Israel and the occupied
territories, and it is unlikely to be the last. The history and causes of the conflicts are too complicated to take up here.
However, if you would like to read more about the history of these wars or want more details on this current one, Wikipedia provides an in-depth explanation and summary. Our focus is how President Biden dealt with this one. The eyes of the
world, and especially those of both political parties in this country, were on him. This was made especially difficult for him
because of Trump’s biased relationship with Israel during his four years in office.
In the current conflict, Hamas was the first to fire rockets in support of Palestinian protests against Israel's heavy control of
the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem and the attempts of Jewish settlers to evict dozens of Palestinian families
from their homes. Israel retaliated with a force far superior to that of Hamas, and Israel’s “iron dome” defense system
stopped most incoming rockets.
At the beginning of the conflict, President Biden said that Israel had a right to defend itself and called Prime Minister Netanyahu to reaffirm support, while quietly pushing for a de-escalation. After the announcement of the ceasefire, President
Biden took credit for his administration’s "quiet and relentless diplomacy," along with efforts by Egypt, in achieving the
ceasefire. He said, “We've held intensive high-level discussions, hour-by-hour, literally, [with] Egypt, the Palestinian Authority, and other Middle Eastern countries with an aim of avoiding the sort of prolonged conflict we've seen in previous
years when the hostilities have broken out.” The United States cannot deal directly with Hamas because it is classified as
a terrorist organization, so President Biden had to rely on the help of other countries such as Egypt to communicate.
Instead of making loud public pronouncements, President Biden worked privately behind the scenes. As the carnage
raged on, President Biden put increasing pressure on Netanyahu to stop the bombing, but he did so privately—not publicly. Although Biden’s policy of quiet diplomacy appears to work, he was heavily criticized by some for not taking a more
forceful stand against Israel. However, no matter what actions he took or might have taken, there would always be criticism.
It also appears that, although President Biden is firm in his support of Israel, he is also sympathetic to the plight of the
Palestinian people. He said, "I believe the Palestinians and Israelis equally deserve to live safely and securely and enjoy
equal measures of freedom, prosperity, and democracy. My administration will continue our quiet, relentless diplomacy
toward that end." He also plans to send humanitarian aid to Gaza.

Rockets firing into Gaza
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President Biden speaking with Prime Minister Netanyahu

Photos from Wikimedia—public domain or
Creative Commons. Click on picture to see attribution.
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News Points to Ponder
May 3, 2021—Although Florida had had the third most virus cases in the country (2.2 million) and the fourth-highest deaths
(35,000), Governor Ron DeSantis has signed an executive order removing all virus-related restrictions. His order voids all restrictions made by governments of individual cities. On the day he signed this order, there were still 3,100 Floridians hospitalized
with the virus. His new law also bans businesses from requiring coustomers to show proof of vaccinations in order to get service.
Norweigian Cruise Lines say they may bypass Florida ports because the law that bans requiring proof of vaccinations conflicts
with the federal law that requires them for cruise ships.
May 3, 2021—Keep your eye out for the FAIR Act, short for Fairness, Accountability and Integrity in Redistricting legislation being
proposed in the House and Senate in South Carolina. That is a bill to let voters know exactly how politicians can draw the lines of
voting districts to choose their constiuents. Instead of voters choosing their representatives, it is more like politicians choose who
will be their voters.
May 4, 2021—Conservatives and business lobbyists are screaming about how unfair and how harmful to the economy is President Biden’s plan to tax the wealthy. However, according to The New York Times, the plan is modest compared to tax history.
Biden’s plan calls for significantly lower taxes than the wealthy paid during the 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s. It is even lower than what the
wealthy paid during the 1990’s, and during those periods of higher taxes on the wealthy, the economy boomed. So when the
wealthy complain, they are probably not worried about the economy. They just don’t want to pay more taxes, even if they can easily afford to do so.
May 5, 2021—Republican behaviors often seem like a macabre circus. Republican gubernatorial candidate John Cox, who wants
Democratic governor Gavin Newsom recalled and hopes to replace him, hired a bear to draw attention to his cause. Note we had
a similar circus going on in SC with the candidate who ran against Drew McKissick for SC Chair of the GOP (see article in the
opinions section).
May 6, 2021—Joining Georgia and some other Republican states, Governor DeSantis has signed a bill making it much harder to
vote in Florida. Absentee ballot drop boxes will be removed after the early voting period, there will be new identification requirements for requesting absenteee ballots, voters have to reapply for absentee ballots for each new election, people helping voters
must to be at least 150 feet away from the polls, and partisan election observers will have more power to raise objections.
May 6, 2021—The SC legislature has passed a bill to let all trained legal gun owners in SC carry a gun openly. We fail to see how
this is going to help anyone except criminals. All trained gun owners can already legally carry in SC, but carrying openly will remove the element of surprise from someone who wishes to protect themselves from attack by a criminal, provide temptation to
criminals to steal the weapon, and possibly get someone killed by law enforcement if they feel threatened.
May 6, 2021—Spartanburg County Democratic Party Chairwoman Angela Geter and State Sen. Krystal Matthews, D-Ladson are
going to be running against Senator Tim Scott. After his fantasy-filled rebuttal to President Biden’s speech to Congress, we really
hope she can bring him down. He has shown a tendency lately to go along with malevolent Republicans to get along. Former
Congressman Joe Cunningham and activist Gary Votour are hoping to unseat McMaster in 2022.
May 6, 2021—Nearly one million Americans have signed up for Obamacare coverage since February, a graphic reminder of how
important access to affordable coverage is to this country.
May 7, 2021—Gov. Henry McMaster wants South Carolina to stop receiving all federal pandemic-related unemployment benefits,
including weekly $300 payments that aren’t set to expire for several months. He says the unemployment benefits are creating a
shortage of workers.
May 7, 2021—On this date, Arizona was conducting a bizarre recount of the presidential election votes in Maricopa County that
embodied all of the procedures that Trump claimed took place in the November election. According to The Atlantic, they are “using
a brazenly partisan process run by apparently unqualified parties, with procedures kept secret and subject to change. Observers
are being asked to sign nondisclosure agreements, reporters have been kicked out of the site, and the exercise is being largely
funded by interested outside parties—even though the Arizona legislature recently passed a law that prevents local boards from
accepting outside funding.”
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May 8, 2021—According to The New York Times, Facebook’s decision to continue a nebulous temporary ban instead of a permanent one on Trump means that “Facebook has evidently decided that undermining the credibility of democratic elections does not
violate international human rights standards.” They base this opinion on the fact that Facebook justifies suspensions on the basis
of incitement of violence, but not on blatant lies by politicians that undermine democracy itself. Trump lies as he breathes and
many Republicans either believe his lies, or claim to believe them, and use them as an excuse to assault the rule of law, voters’
rights, anyone who criticizes Trump, and common decency. Facebook has said it does not want to have to police the truth, which
admittedly is tricky. But when the lie is undeniably a lie, delivered by an influential politician with the ability to incite masses of people to do wrong, it is not so difficult to recognize.
May 9, 2021—As people in India were dying at a rate of 400,000 a day due to a lack of vaccine, many states in the U.S. were turning down hundreds of thosands of doses due to Americans who are refusing to be vaccinated. If a large percentage of our population remains unvaccinated, all of us will remain at risk. This, too, we owe to ex-President Trump.
May 10, 2021—The SC legislature has passed a bill to resume executions of inmates on death row by electrocution with an option
of death by firing squad instead. According to The Post and Courier, the proposal was initiated by Democratic Sen. Dick Harpootlian because it is much more humane than the electric chair. Harpootlian said he is not in favor of the death penalty, but if a
state is determined to have it, it should be carried out with as little pain as possible. He said, as a prosecutor, he is aware that
there have been many instances when someone did not die with the first jolt in the electric chair, and they were on fire and in horrible pain. Harpootlian said in most cases, death by firing squad is instant and painless. The bill to make electrocution the default
with the option of firing squad has been passed by the legislature
May 11, 2021—The doomsday clock that will allow Republican politicians to take total control of our lives just moved a few seconds closer to midnight. South Carolina joined the 15 other states that are calling for a constitutional convention to add amendments to the U.S. Constitution.Thirty-four states have to call for the convention for it to occur, and 38 have to vote for the changes.
May 11, 2021—Voting in this country is becoming increasingly difficult. In addition to Georgia and Florida, which we have already
mentioned, if Gov. Abbot signs the bill passed by the Texas House, Texas will become one of the most vote-repressing states in
the country. Arizona signed a bill restricting mail balllots on May 11. Among the other states considering such measures are Michigan, and Ohio. Can it be long before our own legislature and governor join the parade? Add to that the ridiculous vote recount in
Arizona, the attack against Republican Liz Cheney for just telling the truth, and the Republican politicians all over the country who
are using the Trump election fraud fantasy as an excuse to do harm to democracy, and you will see that the Trump monster under
the bed did not go away when President Biden turned on the light.
May 12, 2021—Republican Liz Cheney lost her House leadership position because she told the truth about the election being valid
and critcized ex-President Trump for inciting the attack on the capitol. House Republicans backed Representative Elise Stefanik of
New York who voted to overturn the election in favor of Trump. It is likely that all of the SC representatives except Jim Clyburn
voted for Stefanik. Four have admitted it.
May 12, 2021—Two high-profile resignations took place in SC on May 12—USC President Bob Caslen and S.C. Election Commission executive director Marci Andino.The circumstances were very different. President Caslen was forced upon USC by
McMasters and the trustees, despite protests from faculty and students. He resigned because his plagarism during a speech was
the final straw after a rocky two years. He also mispoke and called the school “the University of California.” Marci Andino resigned
without publicizing her reason, but she had beeen under fire from Republicans because she tried to make the 2020 election process fairer and easier during the pandemic. She had been in that postion since 2003. Trav Robertson tweeted, "“This is a travesty
and a blow to open and fair elections in S.C. Director Andino has always been an honest broker and always spoken the truth.”
May 13, 2021--Congressman Ralph Norman has co-sponsored a bill to fire Dr. Fauci. He claims he sponsored the bill because Dr.
Fauci has been incompetent in giving information about the virus. Likely, he wants Fauci out because Fauci criticized Trump.
Ralph Norman is probably not competent to recognize valid, science-based medical information. Remember when he introduced
Dr. Stella Immanuel on the steps of the Supreme Court? Dr. Immanuel said that people don’t need a mask, and there is a cure for
the virus through hydroxychloroquine. Dr. Immanuel has claimed “that gynecological problems like cysts and endometriosis are in
fact caused by people having sex in their dreams with demons and witches.” She also said that “alien DNA is currently used in
medical treatments, that scientists are cooking up a vaccine to prevent people from being religious,” and that “the government is
run in part not by humans but by ‘reptilians’ and other aliens.” That last item may explain what has happened to the GOP since
2016. Does Norman believe that Immanuel would have done a better job than Dr. Fauci?
May 20, 2021—On May 20, President Biden signed into law an anti-Asian hate crime bill.
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Traveling Democrats by Jennifer Jewett
Continuing our tour of the most beautiful and/or interesting places in South Carolina…

Santee State Park
In the May edition, we featured Edisto Memorial Gardens in Orangeburg. If you drive 25 miles east, you will be near Santee State Park.
South Carolina state parks are like a necklace of exquisite pearls, each situated in a place of unique natural beauty. Santee State Park, located on beautiful Lake Marion, is no exception. Within the park’s 2500 acres are more than 10 miles of
hiking trails on which wildlife is abundant. On two of them, if you are lucky, you might even view an alligator swimming in
the nearby water.
For those who wish to spend the night, there are two lakeshore campgrounds, and 30 rondette cabins, 10 of which are on
a pier over the lake. The heated/air-conditioned cabins contain two bedrooms, a large living and dining area, a kitchen, a
bathroom, and a deck with a grill, wi-fi, and a TV with cable. Ten of the cabins are pet-friendly.
Other features are a community meeting building, a park store with a wi-fi lounge, two boat ramps, pontoon boat tours of
the flooded cypress forest in the middle of the lake, a fishing pier, picnic shelters, comfort stations, playgrounds, and a
tennis court. Fishing is a popular activity there because the lake is known for its population of large catfish. Programs and
events are offered throughout the year.

Lake Marion

A rental cabin
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Sunrise over Lake Marion
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Boat headed toward flooded cypress forest at sunrise

Sinkhole Pond
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View from Limestone Trail
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Events
SCDP Convention Agenda May 19-22, 2021
May 19—Vote on the Rules Committee Report, which includes the Convention Rules and two proposed State Party Rules
changes.
May 20—Vote on the Platform and Resolutions Committee Report as well as the Convention Officers.
May 16-23—Caucus meetings were held.

SCDP OFFICER CANDIDATES
Chair Johnnie Cordero, Richland; Trav Robertson, Jr., Richland
1ST Vice-Chair (shall be different gender from the chair) Lessie Price, Aiken
2ND Vice-Chair (shall be different race from the chair) Dr. Anthony B. Thompson, Jr., Lexington
3RD Vice-Chair (shall be between the ages of 18 and 36) Jalen Elrod, Greenville
Note: Trav Robertson was re-elected to the office of Chair.
May 22—Virtual Convention streamed on Facebook and Zoom.
May 22 Agenda
•
•
•
•
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Moderated by Trav Robertson and Lessie Price
Bishop John Wright—Invocation
Clay Middleton—Pledge of Allegiance
Carol Fowler—Rules Report
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Speech DNC Chair Jaime Harrison
Speech Congressman Jim Clyburn
Kendra Dove—Treasurer's Report
Convention Chair, Dr. Jermaine Johnson, replaced Trav as moderator
Speech Candidate for SC Governor 2022, Gary Votour
Speech Candidate for SC Governor 2022, Joe Cunningham
Nominating Speeches for Johnnie Cordero
Nominating speeches for Trav Robertson
Jeni Atchley—Introduced Gilda Cobb-Hunter
Speech, Gilda Cobb-Hunter
Speech, Johnny Cordero
Speech, Trav Robertson
Nominating speeches for first, second, and third vice-chairs
Bre Maxwell introduced US Senate Candidates Rep. Krystle Matthews and Angela Geter
Speech, Krystle Matthews
Speech, Angela Geter
rd
Speech, Jeni Atchley—3 Vice-Chair and President of Young Democrats
Stewart Weinburg—Platform and Resolutions Report
Speech, Rep. Spencer Whetmore—SC House
Speech, Senator Mia McLeod—SC Senate
Speech, Rep. Pat Henegan— SC House
Speech, Christale Spain, Senior Advisor, SC Democratic Party
Memorial for Democratic leaders who died this year
Ending Remarks by Trav Robertson
Anthony Thompson—Benediction

Vol 5-6

Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter

Vol 5-6

LCDP Action Teams
By Jennifer Jewett
Thanks to those who have stepped up to lead the action teams.

Jennifer
2021 Team Directors
Fundraising
Ken Gillis
Events
Judy Langston
Social Media
Ira Bass
Webpage
Terry Pytlarz
Newsletter
Judy Langston
Email Notifications
Joel Schaffer
Membership
Lea Gillis
Get Out The Vote
Fred Whittles
VoteBuilder Administration Action Team Bonnie Peterson
Community Action Team
Keith Grey
If you have comments or would like to serve on one of these teams, please send that information to us at LCDPSCnews@gmail.com.
ACTION TEAMS
ACTION TEAMS
Budget (Ken Gillis)
The budget team is responsible for raising money for the LCDP. They will work under the supervision of the Treasurer.
Some examples are phone solicitation, mailings, and hosted events.
Events (Judy Langston)
This team seeks out public events that we can participate in, like the Martin Luther King Parade, the Red Rose Festival,
and the Indian Land Festival. These events are primarily for exposure of the county party.
Social Media (Ira Bass)
The social media team will be responsible for all postings to social media accounts. Each account is assigned to one primary administrator. These accounts are Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.
Web Page (Terry Pytlarz)
The web page action team is responsible for all posting to the web page for the LCDP and will also host a blog on our
page.
Newsletter (Judy Langston)
The Newsletter Team will produce and publish the LCDP monthly email newsletter.
Email Notifications (Joel Shaffer)
This Team will be responsible for all distribution of emails to our membership.
Membership (Lea Gillis)
The membership team is responsible for seeking out new volunteers and for increasing the LCDP membership at meetings and events. The team will coordinate volunteers for specific phone banking, mailing, and canvassing events. They
will maintain all attendance records of meetings and events and update new members to the email notifications team.
GOTV (Get Out the Vote) Team (Fred Whittles)
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This team will implement the criteria for LCDP campaigns and work with both the VoteBuilder team and the membership
team. The GOTV team will request a list to the VoteBuilder team and coordinate with the membership team to get the volunteers to complete the task. The GOTV team would supply the list and scripts and materials to the membership team.
The membership team would distribute to volunteers.
Vote Builder Administration Team (Bonnie Peterson)
This team will need to learn VoteBuilder and be proficient on the computer. VoteBuilder is a program we have access to
through the state. The VoteBuilder team will create lists requested by the GOTV team. They will also update VoteBuilder
and maintain our database.
Community Action Team (Keith Grey)
This team will reach out to organizations in our community with whom we may wish to partner to show our support, either
financially or physically. Examples are working with Promise Neighborhoods or our donations to NAACP. This team will
report to the chair.
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LCDP Media and Social Media
We are working hard to maintain a presence on the Internet, so please drop in to visit us at any or all of our media below.
We would welcome comments, suggestions, and especially contributions of content to post—videos, photos, links to articles, information on coming events, or anything else that would be of interest to our followers. Our YouTube channel
needs 100 subscribers to get a more manageable URL, so if you would be willing to subscribe, that would be very much
appreciated. Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors to visit us as well. If you have something you would like to
share with us, please send it to LCDPSCnews@gmail.com, and we will see that it gets to the appropriate place.
(FYI: Check out the new video of LCDP members picking up roadside trash on our YouTube Channel.)

https://www.lancasterdemo
crats.com/ Webpage

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn
GGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA.

https://twitter.com/Lancaster
SCDems Twitter

YouTube

https://www.facebook.com/Lan
casterSCDems Facebook
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https://www.instagram.com/L
ancasterSCDems/ Instagram

Newsletter—sent out by
e-mail subscription and
posted on website .
https://www.lancasterdem
ocrats.com/newsletters

Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter
Political Cartoons

The Centner Academy, a private school in Florida founded by anti-vaccination activists, has
announced that it will not employ anyone who is vaccinated against Covid-19. The schools
co-founder, Leila Centner, said in a statement to The Associated Press that “unvaccinated
women have experienced miscarriages and other reproductive problems just by standing in
proximity to vaccinated people.” Centner is apparently a Republican and a supporter of former President Donald Trump because she attended a rally in which his supporters were featured and she donated heavily to the Republican Party and Trump’s reelection campaign.
(U.S. News).
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All of the new voting restrictions enacted by states with Republican control appear to be for the
purpose of never letting a Democrat be elected again. They are also possibly moving to exclude
Republicans who have dared to criticize Donald Trump because Trump is their key to running
roughshod over democracy, decency, and the rule of law.
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Judy Langston, Newsletter Editor
Jennifer Jewett, Associate Editor
Suzanne Penuel, Copyeditor
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Click on images to see attribution
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Photos of Cabinet – Public Domain – Wikipedia
Other Photos taken by LCDP
.

