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If anyone you know needs health insurance, the deadline for the 
ACA is August 15. (See page 10.) 

 

Our newsletter is now being promoted by 
the national organization DemCast. 

 

If you celebrate 
the cinco de 
mayo, don’t for-
get to wear a 
mask and main-
tain distance. We 
are close to the 
end of this 
nightmare. Don’t 
drop the ball un-
til we are over 
the finish line.  

tel:(803)%20222-3364
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
http://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://twitter.com/@LancasterSCDems
https://www.instagram.com/LancasterSCDems/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://demcastusa.com/2021/03/01/lcdp-march-newsletter/
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 Meeting and Events Calendar 
 
The Lancaster 
County  
Democratic Party 

Meets on the first Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on May 6 at 7 PM by Zoom. 
Keith Grey, Chair, www.lancasterdemocrats.com. If you would like the link, please contact  
lcdpscnews@gmail.com.  
 

LCDP  
Executive Com-
mittee Meeting 

Meets on the third Tuesday each month. The next meeting will be on May 18 at 7 PM by Zoom. 

Sun City 
Democrats 
 

Meet each month by Zoom. Next meeting TBA. For information contact Jeanne Huber, President, Sun 
City Democrats (jghswiss@aol.com).  

2021 SCDP 
 Convention 

May 19-22 by Zoom. 

LCDP Democratic 
Women 

Meet on the third Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be on May 20 by Zoom. 

Dem Good Time 
Social 

Meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be on May 26 by Zoom. 

Red Rose Festival May 14-16  - Location-–Downtown Lancaster 
 
If you know of events that would be of interest to our members, please send them to the newsletter email to be included in the next issue. 
For current events and meetings, also check out the Events section on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems 

 
Editorial and Opinions Section 

 
Please consider sharing your opinion messages as your time permits. I will put in comments and articles of any 
length. We need to share with each other. Your opinion and perspective are greatly valued here. Please submit to 
Attn: Associate Editor, Jennifer Jewett at lcdpscnews@gmail.com. Thanks!! 
 
We are grateful to Cary Kimmel for writing this inspired letter and to Keith Grey, Sr. and Verta Looper for endorsing that 
letter to The Lancaster News. It is so gracefully written that it could go in a book of poetry.  

Guest Column: Efforts to limit voting are abhorrent 

We are all Americans, regardless of the color of our skin, our gender, how we worship, where we were born (or where our 
ancestors were born), or whom we love. 
 
We are all Americans. We respect the same flag, we pledge our loyalty to one nation, we support and appreciate our mili-
tary. We all value the freedoms that this great Union provides each of us. 
 
We are all Americans who accept that our Constitution is the fundamental law of our beloved nation. We understand that 
the Constitution must be accepted in whole and not partitioned as we might wish. 
 
We are all Americans who understand that when this blessed document was written by our nation's founders, it repre-
sented their aspirations and not the then current reality. “All men are created equal” represented the aspirations of the 
patriots who created this grand experiment in self-government. 
 
We are all Americans who have labored for over two hundred years to achieve and realize these aspirations. As a people, 
we have shed rivers of blood, fought and murdered our brothers, and endured pain and hardships almost beyond our abil-
ity to withstand. It has been a long and bitter struggle and unfortunately is not yet completed. 
 
We are all Americans, and regardless of any considerations or personal opinion, must treat our fellow citizens with the 
respect, dignity, and equality as granted in the Constitution. We are all Americans who understand that the franchise is 
fundamental to the success and future of our country. 
 

http://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
mailto:lcdpscnews@gmail.com
mailto:jghswiss@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
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Laws which impact, impede, or limit the opportunity to vote must be denounced for what they are….un-American, uncon-
stitutional, and abhorrent to our very way of life. The politicians who passed Georgia’s S.B. 202, and any others who un-
dertake to limit the fundamental right of all citizens, cannot be allowed to succeed. 
 
We are all Americans and we must now speak with one unified voice . . . . "NOT IN MY COUNTRY!!” 

Keith T. Grey, Sr., Chair, Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Verta Looper, President, Lancaster County Democratic Women’s Council 
The main author of the above article is Cary Kimmel, LCDP Representative to the State Executive Committee, and it ap-
peared in The Lancaster News on Wednesday, April  7. 
 
See note on Georgia Voting Law 
 

Guest Column: How our state deals with guns, migrant kids says much about us 
more 

Just 25 miles to the north of Lancaster, six individuals were killed last week, two of them children, ages 5 and 9. The S.C. House re-
cently passed a bill that would allow open carry of guns in the state. And the governor has ordered that no unaccompanied migrant 
children can be housed in South Carolina. 
 
The state’s answer to gun violence is to allow more guns on the street. No one knows why the mass murder in Rock Hill took place. No 
one knows if the killer was mentally disturbed. There are references to brain injuries. It could have been a minor incident that triggered 
the killings. We might never know. 
 
But if the S.C. Senate approves the open-carry bill, more random, spur-of-the-moment killings, based on history, will occur. And this 
means more children will die.  
 
Who really cares? Two children were shot and killed. The state wants more guns on the street. Neither thoughts nor prayers have 
solved this problem, but that offering sure makes us feel better.  
 
Innocent migrant children are the focus of Gov. Henry McMaster’s order this week stating that they cannot be housed in South Caroli-
na. 
 
I believe this state does not care if children are the victims of gun violence. So why should we even consider housing children who 
aren’t U.S. citizens? If we don’t protect our children from guns, then we sure as hell are not going to house the brown ones crossing 
our borders. 
 
You can see where I am headed. The most innocent among us – children – are the victims of selfishness, government inaction, and 
hypocrisy.   
  
Tell me. Are we a God-fearing nation? Are we a nation whose laws are based on Judeo/Christian morals and ethics? No, we are not. 
Matthew 18:6 from the NIV Bible: “If anyone causes one of these little ones – those who believe in me – to stumble, it would be better 
for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” 
 
This is from your Bible. This is a quote from your savior. And what have you done to support this statement? 
The Christian community is silent. The preachers, priests, and laypeople are silent. I personally do not profess to be a Christian. I do 
believe in the teachings of Jesus minus the miracles and supernatural events. 
  
For the life of me, I do not understand why you do not listen to your savior’s words. Would your savior approve of open-carry gun laws? 
Would your savior tell a child, parentless, to turn around and go home? Or would he tell you to put your gun away? Would your savior 
offer food, shelter, warmth, and – most important – love to a homeless child? 
 
You can write a letter to your local representative. You can write a letter to your local paper. You can call. You can email. You really 
have no excuse for not taking some action. 
 
At the very least, let the politicians know that gun ownership is OK. Just pass basic laws that limit the number of guns on the street. 
And yes, eliminate high-capacity, assault-style weapons.  
 
As for the migrant children, this country has the means to shelter, feed, and protect them from the violence they are fleeing. What is 
easier? Following the teachings of your savior or hanging that millstone around your neck. 
                            
                    William St. Louis  
The above column appeared in the Lancaster News on Wednesday, April 14. 

https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/guest-column-efforts-limit-voting-are-abhorrent
https://www.thelancasternews.com/popular/today
https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/guest-column-how-our-state-deals-guns-migrant-kids-says-much-about-us
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…………………………… 
Corporate executives have held a conference call to possibly coordinate reactions to Georgia’s restrictive voting law. 
https://news.yahoo.com/100-corporate-executives-consider-freezing-204200152.html 
 

Confederate Memorials in South Carolina (June 2020) 
Guest Column: Lawmakers, it is time to repeal state’s Heritage Act | TheLancasterNews.com 
 
https://thetandd.com/news/local/government-and-politics/orangeburg-city-council-votes-to-remove-confederate-
monument-john-c-calhoun-drive-name/article_31d5b49e-05a0-52f5-861c-fce6d1f471bb.html 

Matt Gaetz Women for America 
Matt Gaetz Says He Is 'Built for Battle' as House Members Speak Out Amid Sex Trafficking Allegations (newsweek.com) 
Matt Gaetz Publix-Praising Troll Attempt Falls Flat As Chain Disavows MAGA Insurrection | HillReporter.com 
 
Pod Save America host Tommy Vietor produced an amusing analogy between basketball’s March Madness Four and the 
current political situation. He called it March Badness Fascist Four. He starts with the Awful Eight, then Fascist Four, and 
finally the winners. 
(87) Who is the Worst Republican? | Pod Save America - YouTube 
(87) Who Is The Worst Republican? Round 2 | Pod Save America - YouTube 
(87) Who Is The Worst Republican? The Final Round | Pod Save America - YouTube 

 
John Woodrow Cox’s Children Under Fire: An American Crisis was discussed on NPR 1A on April 14. 
How Gun Violence Affects American Children: 1A: NPR 
I hope to write a letter to The Lancaster News giving my reaction to the discussion of Cox's book. He gives a poignant 
description of the damage gun violence does to children's lives, even when they are not physically injured. He lays the 
blame squarely on the number of guns in homes. 
 
Afghanistan: I have watched eagerly to find out President Biden’s plan to withdraw from Afghanistan. Here is a link from 
Newsweek: 
Mitch McConnell Calls Biden's Plan to Remove Troops From Afghanistan a Gift to Enemies on Anniversary of 9/11 
(newsweek.com) 
A book and a database resource are available from the Lancaster County Library. Carlotta Gall’s 2014 book, The Wrong 
Enemy, can be checked out from the library. I own this book and I was amazed how much background it gives about 
mistakes made when we invaded Afghanistan after September 11. In the library’s database collection, you can access full-
length articles through Discus. Jeff Stein’s 2018 article “War Without End” reviews the U.S. involvement in Afghanistan, 
including the mistakes Trump made in Afghanistan policy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://news.yahoo.com/100-corporate-executives-consider-freezing-204200152.html
https://www.thelancasternews.com/content/guest-column-lawmakers-it-time-repeal-state%E2%80%99s-heritage-act
https://thetandd.com/news/local/government-and-politics/orangeburg-city-council-votes-to-remove-confederate-monument-john-c-calhoun-drive-name/article_31d5b49e-05a0-52f5-861c-fce6d1f471bb.html
https://thetandd.com/news/local/government-and-politics/orangeburg-city-council-votes-to-remove-confederate-monument-john-c-calhoun-drive-name/article_31d5b49e-05a0-52f5-861c-fce6d1f471bb.html
https://www.newsweek.com/matt-gaetz-built-battle-calls-resign-amid-sex-trafficking-allegations-1582604
https://hillreporter.com/matt-gaetz-publix-praising-troll-attempt-falls-flat-as-chain-disavows-maga-insurrection-93012
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgx3lYLgM_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvsBEc2JuiU&t=29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uoV-RjvYYWg
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/13/986966908/how-gun-violence-affects-american-children?fbclid=IwAR1lenuzAlJU7h3b1O-36aG-xj3R_GSqqvnqSMbkYtKJc5qZzQgz06b60uI
https://www.newsweek.com/mitch-mcconnell-calls-bidens-plan-remove-troops-afghanistan-gift-enemies-anniversary-9-11-1583659
https://www.newsweek.com/mitch-mcconnell-calls-bidens-plan-remove-troops-afghanistan-gift-enemies-anniversary-9-11-1583659
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Biden’s Cabinet 
 

Office Person Office Person 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken Secretary of Treasury Janet Yellen 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin Attorney General Merrick Garland 
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo Secretary of Labor Martin Walsh 
Secretary of Health and 
Human Services 

Xavier Becerra Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development 

Marcia Fudge 

Secretary of Transporta-
tion 

Pete Buttigieg Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm 

Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs 

Denis McDonough 

Secretary of Homeland   
Security 

Alejandro Mayorkas   

Cabinet-level Officials 
White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain US Trade Representative Katherine Tai 
Director of National         
Intelligence 

Avril Haines Director of the CIA William J. Burns 

Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection   
Agency 

Michael S. Regan Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration 

Isabel Casillas Guzman 

Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget 

Neera Tanden US Ambassador to the  
United Nations 

Linda Thomas Greenfield 

Chair of the Council of 
Economic Advisors 

Cecilia Rouse US Presidential Envoy for 
Climate 

John Kerry 

Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology 
Policy—Science Advisor 
to the President 

Eric Lander   

Other 
Chairman DNC Jaime Harrison Press Secretary Jen Psaki 
Deputy Chief of Staff Jen O’Malley Dillon Chief Medical Adviser Dr. Anthony Fauci 
Note:  All of the  4,000 appointments of President  Biden would be too space-consuming to cover, but you can check 
them out with this link. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Get to know President Biden’s cabinet and Staff 
We will feature four each month. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Joe_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_appointments_by_Joe_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_appointments_by_Joe_Biden


Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter  Vol 5-5

   

6  
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary of Commerce 
Gina Raimondo  

 

 

Secretary of Labor 
Martin Walsh  

 

Martin Joseph Walsh served as the 54th mayor of Boston 
from 2014 until he became the 29th United States Secre-
tary of Labor on March 23, 2021. Before that, he served 
in the Massachusetts House of Representatives. He was 
the final member of President Biden’s Cabinet to be con-
firmed. 
 
Martin Walsh, better known as Marty, was born in Dor-
chester, Boston, Massachusetts on April 10, 1967. His 
parents, John and Mary O’Malley Walsh, immigrated from 
County Galway, Ireland to the United States in the 
1950’s. Marty was diagnosed with Burkitt’s lymphoma 
when he was just 7 years old. Because of his illness, he 
had to miss most of second and third grades, and he had 
to repeat fifth grade. He went through years of chemo-
therapy, and at the age of 11, tests determined that he 
was free of the cancer. He graduated from high school in 
2009 and earned a bachelor's degree from the Woods 
College of Advancing Studies at Boston College. He was 
president of the Laborer’s International Union of North 
America Local 223 until he became mayor of Boston. 
 
Martin Walsh lives in Dorchester, Massachusetts with his 
longtime girlfriend, Lorrie Higgins. He is a recovering al-
coholic, but he has been contiuously sober for more than 
twenty years. He is Roman Catholic and speaks Irish 
(Wikipedia). 

 
Before Gina Raimondo became the 40th and current 
Secretary of Commerce, she was the 75th governor of 
Rhode Island and the first female governor of the state. 
Before that, she served as general treasurer of Rhode 
Island. 
 
Gina Raimondo was born on May 17, 1971, in Smith-
field, Rhode Island. She is of Italian descent. She was 
one of the first girls allowed to attend the Catholic 
school LaSalle Academy in Providence, where she was 
valedictorian. She has a B.A. in economics from Har-
vard College and attended New Oxford College as a 
Rhodes Scholar. In 1998, she received her Juris Doctor 
degree from Yale Law School. Before going into poli-
tics, Raimondo co-founded Rhode Island’s first venture 
capital firm. She has been a pioneer from an early age 
in forging a path of prestigious firsts. 
 
Raimondo is married to Andrew Moffit, and  they have two 
children (Wikipedia). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marty_Walsh_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gina_Raimondo
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Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Xavier Becerra  

 
 

Xavier Becerra became the 25th United States Secretary 
of Health and Human Services on March 19, 2021. From 
2017 until he became a member of President Biden’s 
Cabinet, he was the attorney general of California. From 
1993 until 2017, he represented California in the United 
States House of Representatives. 
 
Xavier Becerra was born on January 26, 1958, in Sacra-
mento, California. His father, Manuel Guerrero Becerra, 
was born in the United States and grew up in Tijuana, 
Mexico. His mother is from Guadalajara, Mexico. Becerra  
lived with his parents and his three sisters in a one-room 
apartment. He studied at the University of Salamanca in 
Salamanca, Spain, and then earned a B.A. in economics 
from Stanford University. He was the first person in his 
family to graduate from college. He earned his Juris Doc-
tor from Stanford Law School in 1984.  
 
Becerra’s career includes working as a lawyer for Com-
munity Legal Aid in Massachusetts and serving in the Cali-
fornia State Assembly before being elected to the United 
States House of Representatives.  
 
Becerra is a strong advocate for women’s health and re-
productive rights. He was confirmed for the cabinet pos-
tion by a vote of 50-49 (all Democrats present and Repub-
lican Susan Collins). This was the narrowest vote for all of 
the cabinet positions. 
 
Becerra is married to physician Carolina Reyes, and they 
have three daughters (Wikipedia). 

Director of the CIA 
William J. Burns  

 

 
 
William Joseph Burns became director of the Central In-
telligence Agency on March 19, 2021, after having ben 
confirmed by a unanimous vote. He served as United 
States deputy secretary of state from 2011 until 2014, at 
which point he retired from a diplomatic career that 
spanned 33 years. From 2014 until his appointment in 
2021, he was president of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. 
 
Burns was born on April 4, 1956, at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. His father, William F. Burns, had a very prestig-
ious career. Burns senior was a ”United States Army Ma-
jor General, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Arms 
Control, Bureau of Political-Military Affairs at the Depart-
ment of State, and served as Director of the United 
States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency in 1988–
1989 in the Ronald Reagan administration and as the 
first U.S. special envoy to denuclearization negotiations 
with former Soviet countries under the legislation spon-
sored by Senators Sam Nunn and Richard Lugar.” 
 
William Burns earned a B.A. from LaSalle University and 
M.Phil and D.Phil degrees in international relations from 
St. John’s College, Oxford. He was there as a Marshall 
Scholar. He entered the Foreign Service in 1982 and has 
served as Executive Secretary for the United States De-
partment of State, US Ambassador to Jordan, Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs, 5th United 
States Ambassador to Russia, Under Secretary of State 
for Political Affairs, Acting United States Secretary of 
State, and United States Deputy Secretary of State. 
 
He is married to Lisa Carty (Wikipedia). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xavier_Becerra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Joseph_Burns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Joseph_Burns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Joseph_Burns
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Biden’s Plan for First 100 Days 
• Economic recovery: Begin "Build Back Better" economic recovery plan in February, which calls for spending tril-

lions on American-made products, health services, and infrastructure. 
• Climate: Organize a "world climate summit" to persuade world leaders to work on climate change, especially ad-

dressing global shipping and aviation emissions. Put pressure on China to stop subsidizing coal and exporting 
pollution.   

• Repeal tax cuts. 
• Guns: Ask Congress to close loopholes and repeal liability protection for gun manufacturers. 
• Violence: Reactivate Violence against Women Act and offer more protections for women and transgender wom-

en. 
• Equality: Attempt to persuade Congress to pass the Equality Act, which would add more protections for LGBT 

Americans. 
• End Muslim travel ban. 
• Extend student loan payment pause and evictions pause.   

 
Video  outlining his plan for his first 100 days 
 
In his inaugural address, President Biden named six crises that the U.S. faces: the virus, climate change, growing inequal-
ity, racism, America’s global standing, and an attack on truth and democracy. He said, “Any one of these will be enough to 
challenge us in profound ways. But the fact is, we face them all at once,” Biden said. “We will be judged — you and I — by 
how we resolve these cascading crises of our era.” (video) (full text) 

  President Biden just completed his first  100 days. Here is his report card based on the above objectives. Please note, 
outlines of his tax, jobs, and rescue plans follow on page 11. 
 
Economic Recovery Begin “Build Back Better” economic 

recovery plan in February. 
Not Yet . He is working on an infra-
structure proposal to Congress, but 
recovery up until that proposal has 
been mainly focused on the pandemic.  

Climate • Organize “a world climate 
summit.” 

• Pressure China to stop subsi-
dizing coal and exporting pol-
lution. 

• Done. The Climate summit 
was held on April 22, Earth 
Day. 

• The issue is too complicated 
to evaluate at this point. 

Repeal Tax Cuts  He is trying. See his announced plan. 
Guns Ask Congress to close loopholes and 

repeal liability protection for gun manu-
facturers. 

See executive actions taken on the 
next page. He has also urged Con-
gress to take action on gun legislation.  

Violence • Reactivate Violence again 
Women Act.  

• Offer more protections for 
women and transgender 
women. 

• Legislation passed the House 
but stalled in the Senate. It 
was revised and is going 
through Congress again.  

• More protection for LGBTQ 
and especially trans people 
were put in place by executive 
order.  Also promoted gender 
equality by executive order.  

Equality Attempt to persuade Congress to pass 
the Equality Act. 

Bill has passed the House and is in the 
Senate. 

End Muslim travel ban  Done by Executive Order 
Extend student loan payments and 
evictions pause. 

 Done by Executive Order 

   
   
 
 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1351986102723231744
https://youtu.be/dqCwKf8QjA0
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/01/20/joe-biden-inauguration-speech-transcript-full-text-460813
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/22/business/biden-infrastructure-spending.html
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/02/28/biden-climate-change-and-china/
https://money.yahoo.com/its-bidens-turn-to-repeal-and-replacethe-trump-tax-plan-193530205.html
https://www.cnn.com/politics/live-news/biden-gun-control-executive-orders-04-08-21/h_6e7213e3e5d6097b39d7f87b8e21a745
https://www.cnn.com/politics/live-news/biden-gun-control-executive-orders-04-08-21/h_6e7213e3e5d6097b39d7f87b8e21a745
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/03/16/violence-against-women-act-joe-biden-backing-goes-back-house/4704243001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/03/16/violence-against-women-act-joe-biden-backing-goes-back-house/4704243001/
https://www.aclufl.org/en/news/what-president-bidens-lgbtq-executive-order-does-and-doesnt-do
https://www.aclufl.org/en/news/what-president-bidens-lgbtq-executive-order-does-and-doesnt-do
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/08/974655385/biden-will-establish-a-gender-policy-council-within-the-white-house
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/08/974655385/biden-will-establish-a-gender-policy-council-within-the-white-house
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/25/politics/equality-act-passes-house/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/25/politics/equality-act-passes-house/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-first-50-days-key-promises-d40e38b8125d1ab2b98661c9ba919238
https://www.wsj.com/articles/biden-extends-student-loan-payments-pause-moratorium-on-evictions-11611185340
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According to AP News, here are some of President Biden’s accomplishments during his first 100 days.  
• Pandemic: He is on track with his promise to deal with the coronavirus. He not only met his goal of administering 

100 million vaccine doses in his first 100 days--by April 6, 300 million doses per day were being administered. He 
also managed to get a stimulus package passed that put a check for $1400 in the hands of most Americans, as 
well as providing child credits, unemployment relief, and other resources. (See rescue plan on page 11.) 

• Climate: He has completed the promise to take action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to rejoin the Par-
is climate accord. He revoked the permit for the Keystone Pipeline, halted the development of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, halted new oil and gas leases on federal lands and offshore waters, and ordered a review of 
Trump rules on the environment, public health, and science.  

• Rollback of Trump policies: He has rejoined the World Health Organization, halted construction of the border wall, 
ended travel restrictions on people from several Muslim-majority countries, created a task force to reunite families 
separated at the U.S.-Mexico border, and issued an order to protect young immigrants brought to the U. S. by 
their parents. 

• He has taken steps to tighten ethical standards in his administration.  
• In progress are the objectives of establishing more federally supported vaccination centers, streamlining the natu-

ralization process for immigrants, and reforming the asylum system,  
• He promised to convene a world summit to address climate change within his first 100 days. This summit took 

place on April 22, Earth Day. 
• On his promise to reopen schools, he asked the states to prioritize vaccinations for teachers and sent funds to 

improve safety measures in schools. 
• President Trump appointed  220 federal judges who were mainly white, conservative males, and some of those 

had very little legal experience. President Biden has made it a top priority to appoint as many judges as possible 
during his tenure who will bring balance and equality to the judicial system. As of April 5, he had nominated 11 
judges. Nine of those are women, with three of those being black women; one would become the country’s first 
Muslim judge. This is extremely important because more and more it is the judicial system that decides the out-
come of the big political fights—like climate change, healthcare, immigration, and gerrymandering.  

• He is attempting to address the problem of hunger by increasing funding for organizations that provide food to 
struggling families, like SNAP.  

• On April 8, President Biden announced executive actions on gun control that include funding for intervention in 
violence-prone communities, tightening controls on “ghost guns” and pistol stabilizing devices, a directive to the 
Justice Department to publish model "red flag" laws for states that allow the temporary removal of guns from 
people deemed at high risk of harming themselves or others, and a comprehensive report on firearms trafficking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-first-50-days-key-promises-d40e38b8125d1ab2b98661c9ba919238
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/17/briefing/winter-storm-texas-blackout-afghanistan-latifa.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210406&instance_id=28904&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=54956&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.cnet.com/personal-finance/you-could-have-more-than-one-stimulus-check-heres-every-way-you-get-three-payments/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/30/us/politics/biden-judges.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210405&instance_id=28864&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=54894&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/30/us/politics/biden-judges.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210405&instance_id=28864&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=54894&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.feedingamerica.org/about-us/press-room/feeding-america-statement-biden-administration-efforts-address-hunger
https://www.cnn.com/politics/live-news/biden-gun-control-executive-orders-04-08-21/index.html
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Bidencare 
 

On January 28, President Biden began blowing the breath of life back into the ACA, as he had promised he would do. We 
all sat on the edge of our seats and bit our fingernails through the four years that President Trump and the GOP tried to 
kill Obamacare. They wounded it, but could not quite kill it. Now it appears President Biden has arrived in time to save the 
program that still gives at least 20 million Americans affordable access to healthcare and allows at least 100 million to no 
longer fear that insurance companies will deny them coverage or charge impossibly high premiums because they have 
preexisting conditions.    
 
Biden signed an executive order to open HealthCare.gov for a “special enrollment period” that began on February 15 
and will end on August 15, 2021. During this time, the Biden administration will heavily publicize the signup period and 
how to take advantage of it. One of the ways President Trump damaged the program was by not allowing much infor-
mation to be available during the ACA enrollment periods during his term in office. Biden also directed federal agencies to 
review rules and policies that limit Americans’ access to healthcare and to look for actions that protect and strengthen ac-
cess.  
 
President Biden has promised to continue to try to strengthen and expand the ACA, but he can only go so far in expand-
ing the program without the support of Congress.    
 
Visit HealthCare.gov/ to apply for benefits through the ACA Health Insurance Marketplace: 1-800-318-2596 (TTY: 1-855-
889-4325).  Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (except holidays).  Local help: https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/#/
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The Made in America Tax Plan 

1. A higher corporate tax rate to bring business taxes back to previous levels to collect sufficient revenue to fund es-
sential new investments. Before President Trump’s tax cut, corporate tax revenues contributed 2% of the GDP, 
and after that, contribution dropped to 1%. 

2. A fairer tax system that would reward labor and bring up the share of national income that is provided by labor. 
3. A country by country minimum tax to eliminate the incentives for multinational companies to engage in offshore 

investments that shift profits to other countries.  
4. An incentive for other countries to join in a global agreement to implement minimal tax rules worldwide. Currently, 

countries compete to offer multinational countries the lowest corporate taxes. Countries with a low standard of liv-
ing for their workers have the advantage. President Biden’s plan would level the playing field. 

5. A minimum tax on large, rich companies that have major differences in income reported to shareholders and in-
come reported to the IRS. The plan includes providing funding and resources to the IRS to audit companies to be 
sure they are paying their fair share. 

6. Promotion of green technologies through tax incentives and by ending the subsidies to fossil fuels.     
 

The American Jobs Plan 

All of the projects below will create jobs. 
1. Fix highways, bridges, ports, airports, and transit systems. 
2. Clean up drinking water, renew the electric grid, and make high-speed broadband available for all. 
3. Build and/or rehabilitate more than two million affordable, accessible, energy-efficient homes and commercial 

buildings. Modernize schools and child care facilities. Upgrade veterans' hospitals and federal buildings. 
4. Create jobs and raise wages and benefits for essential home care workers. 
5. Revitalize manufacturing, invest in R & D, and train workers for jobs of the future. 
6. Create well-paying jobs in safe and healthy workplaces. All products must be made in America and shipped on 

American-owned and crewed ships. Ensure that workers have the right to organize or join a union. 
 

The American Rescue Plan 

1. National vaccination program. 
2. Stimulus checks to American individuals and families. 
3. Support struggling communities and small businesses. 
4. Safely reopen schools. Provide the resources and funds to schools and states that they need to do so. 
5. Expand the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund. 
6. Mobilize a public health jobs program to deal with Covid-19. 
7. Provide emergency paid leave to 106 million Americans to slow the spread of the virus. Reimburse companies 

with fewer than 500 employees and states for the cost of the paid leave. 
8. Provide expanded paid sick and family medical leave. 
9. Extend unemployment benefits. 
10. Extend evictions and foreclosure moratoriums and help support renters and small landlords. 
11. Help secure housing for the homeless and those about to be homeless. 
12. Address the hunger crisis with support for SNAP and WIC and partnering with restaurants to help feed the hun-

gry. 
13. Preserve and expand health care, including veterans’ health care.  
14. Address health disparities with funding and support for underserved communities. 
15. Protect vulnerable populations in group settings like nursing homes. 
16. Identify and deal with emerging new strains of the virus. 
17. Provide critical supplies like protective gear and deploy the National Guard to help. 
18. Invest in treatments for Covid-19. 
19. Protect workers from Covid-19. 
20. Restore U.S. leadership globally in fighting the pandemic.  
21. Try to persuade Congress to increase the minimum wage to $15.00.  
22. Modernize to help prevent future cyber attacks. 

 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/MadeInAmericaTaxPlan_Report.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-plan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2021/01/20/president-biden-announces-american-rescue-plan/
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International Issues 
 
We have all been so stressed by the pandemic that not much thought has been given to foreign policy. But foreign con-
flicts do not go away just because the world is dealing with a health crisis, and President Biden has to confront them.   
 

President Biden’s Inherited Afghanistan Problem 
Note: President Biden announced on April 14 that all troops will be out of Afghanistan by September 11, 2021. 
 
President Biden inherited from the Trump administration a May 1 deadline for withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan. This 
was a dilemma for him because the situation is so complicated. American forces have been in Afghanistan since shortly 
after the September 11, 2001 attacks.  All of the options President Biden has carry a high risk.  
 
Option 1. Withdraw now. This would likely have been President Biden’s preference since he has always favored a 
smaller presence there. However, now that he has the power to make that decision, he found out that the price tag on a 
quick withdrawal might be more than we can afford. Trump brokered the agreement to withdraw with the Taliban, the radi-
cal group that had control of the country before the US invaded. The Taliban is already supporting targeted killings against 
Afghan civilians and soldiers. If we leave, they will likely attempt a military takeover. 
 
Also, just moving from one house to another is a big deal, requiring many hours of work and planning.  New York Times 
reporter Thomas Watkins says, “Think about how you move into an apartment and you live there for a year, how much it 
takes to move out. Imagine going to war for two decades.” There are approximately 3,500 US soldiers to move. This was 
not a realistic option.  
 
Option 2. Delay. The deadline could be extended for a few months while peace talks between the Taliban and Afghani-
stan’s democratic government continue. President Biden has chosen this option. However, there is no reason to believe a 
few months will make a big difference in the attitude and behavior of the Taliban. They want us out of there, so if the 
promise to leave by May 1 is broken, they may resume attacks on American troops even though a withdrawal deadline 
has been announced.  
 
Option 3. Stay.  Leave U.S. troops in Afghanistan until sometime in the distant future to support the still-weak Afghan 
military, and to help protect the gains in women’s education and democracy the country has made since 2001. That option 
would take us into a third decade. The war has already cost around $2 trillion and many thousands of Afghan, American, 
and allied lives. Do we want to stay there forever? This option has been ruled out if President Biden follows through with 
the September 11 withdrawal deadline. However, there are more than 4 months until September 11. 
 
Being President of the United States is a tough job unless you spend all of your time on the golf course and leave the 
country to take care of itself.  We are glad that we have a leader who will report to work every day and agonize over these 
really difficult decisions that affect the lives and sometimes the deaths of people. President Biden may not always make 
the right decisions, but we will at least know he has spent time considering all of the options and is giving it his best shot. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/thomas-gibbons-neff?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210401&instance_id=28723&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=54658&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/17/us/politics/biden-us-forces-afghanistan-may.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210401&instance_id=28723&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=54658&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
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China and Taiwan 
 
In 1683, the Qing dynasty in China annexed Taiwan. In 1895, after the Qing dynasty was defeated by Japan, Taiwan was 
ceded to the Japanese government. In 1912, while Taiwan was still under Japanese rule, the Republic of China was es-
tablished.  After World War II, the conquered Japanese surrendered Taiwan to the Republic of China, but the Allied Pow-
ers considered it to be occupied Japanese territory, not the property of China. The Republic of China, on the other hand, 
welcomed the return of Taiwan to them as its rightful owner. In 1952, Japan renounced all claim to the island, but it was 
not specified to which country, if any, Taiwan actually belonged. Thus began the period in which Taiwan was in disput-
ed sovereignty status. China claimed it and administered it, but in the eyes of the world did not legally own it. Because of 
cultural, linguistic, and other differences between the Taiwanese-born people and the Chinese mainlanders, the new gov-
ernment was disliked. 
 
Meanwhile, back on the mainland, the Chinese Civil War between the Chinese Nationalists (Kuomintang), led by Director-
general Chiang Kai-shek, and the Chinese Communist Party led by Chairman Mao Zedong flared back up. The Nationalist 
forces under Chiang Kai-shek were defeated, and in 1949, he evacuated his government to Taiwan and proclaimed Taipei 
to be the temporary capital of the Republic of China (ROC). The Nationalists took with them many of China’s treasures 
and much of its gold reserves. The Communists established the People’s Republic of China (PRC) on the mainland. So 
from that point, each of the two governments claimed sovereignty over the territory of the other. The PRC has refused to 
have diplomatic relations with any country that has diplomatic relations with the ROC. Most countries accepted that and 
only have unofficial relations with ROC. However, the U.S. has remained a strong ally of Taiwan  
(Wikipedia). 
 
In 1971, U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger traveled to Beijing to try to re-establish diplomatic relations with China 
(PRC). The price for this required by China was that the U.S. must recognize the government in Beijing, not Taipei, as the 
only legitimate China, and the United Nations would have to expel Taiwan. Kissinger agreed, and President Richard Nix-
on visited China the next year. But that was not the whole story. The U.S. never intended to abandon Taiwan. Thus the 
policy of “strategic ambiguity” was born and has continued until now. The U.S. continued to sell arms to Taiwan and 
strongly warned China not to invade. 
 
Now, among other issues and conflicts with China, President Biden has inherited the Taiwan issue. China has been acting 
more aggressively toward Taiwan, and there is the possibility that they could invade and claim the island by force. This 
could force President Biden into making an official commitment to the defense of Taiwan, which could lead to a very scary 
situation in our relationship with China. Would they then back off, or would they declare war on the U.S.? At this point, 
China is the only other world power possibly equal to the U.S. economically and militarily. 
 
This is happening at a time when President Biden is struggling to form his policy for dealing with China on all fronts. His 
team apparently does not believe that Trump’s tariffs and other policies for solving problems with China were effective, 
nor was President Obama’s position of being softer on China in the hopes that it would become more friendly. President 
Biden is said to be leaning toward taking a tougher approach to China. However, the Taiwan issue could be a big bump in 
the road toward any kind of goal of being able to coexist with China peacefully.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://www.nytimes.com/2002/03/03/weekinreview/word-for-word-kissinger-in-china-beijing-1971-oh-to-be-a-fly-on-the-great-wall.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210409&instance_id=29033&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=55256&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/Pg3z0zk5xW9umecFaXMgkw%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRiUrJCP4QGAWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzE5NzEvMDcvMTYvYXJjaGl2ZXMvbml4b24td2lsbC12aXNpdC1jaGluYS1iZWZvcmUtbmV4dC1tYXktdG8tc2Vlay1hLW5vcm1hbGl6YXRpb24tb2YuaHRtbD9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjEwNDA5Jmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTI5MDMzJm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9OTk1NTg5NDgmc2VnbWVudF9pZD01NTI1NiZ0ZT0xJnVzZXJfaWQ9MzBkY2RlMDg1OTczZmFjZDQzMzBmYTk0ZGMzNjUwMmFXA255dEIKYG9CLXBgJdFqO1IXbGFuZ3N0b24uanVkeUBnbWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAA%7E
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/16/opinion/sunday/china-economy-trade.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210409&instance_id=29033&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=55256&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/26/us/politics/biden-china-democracy.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210409&instance_id=29033&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=55256&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/26/us/politics/biden-china-democracy.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210409&instance_id=29033&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=55256&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
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Iran 
 

President Trump ended the U.S. nuclear agreement with Iran that was brokered by President Obama. He replaced it with 
very tough sanctions, hoping to weaken Iran’s leadership enough for them to come and beg for a new deal that would be 
stronger and tougher. That did not work. Iran not only never came begging, but they also increased their efforts to pro-
duce a nuclear weapon. Negotiations with Iran to put another agreement into place began in Vienna early in April and in-
volved multiple countries.  
 
Getting a new agreement is going to be very difficult, if it can be done at all. Iran is holding a presidential election this 
year, and giving concessions to the U.S. will not be a popular position. Also, Iranians, and even our European allies, don’t 
know if there is any point in making a deal that the next U.S. president can dismantle as Trump did. Trump’s action dam-
aged our credibility. Trump also undermined any possible new agreement with Iran on the nuclear question by connecting 
his new sanctions on Iran to factors other than the nuclear situation, like Iran’s support of terrorism. Iran is likely to refuse 
to enter into any agreement that would not include a lifting of all sanctions. That is shaky ground for President Biden be-
cause he can’t say that Iran no longer supports terrorism because, apparently, it still does. 
 
However, the situation is not without hope. All parties to a new agreement have something to gain, including Iran. The 
U.S., Europe, and China all want to block Iran from developing a nuclear weapon that could threaten, Israel, Saudi Arabia, 
and even the U.S. Iran needs to have the sanctions lifted that restrict its ability to sell oil. They desperately need that oil 
revenue, and the recent increase in oil prices strengthens the position of the U.S.  
 
Although Iran is making progress on its nuclear development program, a viable weapon is likely at least months away, 
even if North Korea helps. Meanwhile, the U.S. and Israel may resort to an approach that Israel calls “mowing the lawn.” 
Iran’s nuclear program grows a bit and then it is cut back by a combination of sabotage and military attacks. Apparently, 
Israel cut a bit of Iranian grass on April 11 with an explosion that damaged Iran’s main nuclear enrichment site in the city 
of Natanz. Unless a new agreement can be drafted and put into place, Iran may see its lawn mown at regular intervals.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/19/us/politics/us-iran-un-sanctions.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210415&instance_id=29255&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=55609&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://rusi.org/commentary/salvaging-iran-nuclear-deal-round-one-vienna-and-what-comes-next
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-usa-khamenei/khamenei-says-u-s-promises-have-no-credibility-for-iran-idUSKBN2BD0IN?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210415&instance_id=29255&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=55609&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-usa-khamenei/khamenei-says-u-s-promises-have-no-credibility-for-iran-idUSKBN2BD0IN?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210415&instance_id=29255&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=55609&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://newrepublic.com/article/71454/israel-iran-and-mowing-the-lawn?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210415&instance_id=29255&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=55609&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
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LEADERS SUMMIT ON CLIMATE: SCHEDULE 
(Hosted by the U.S. but held virtually) 

To watch the first day of the summit:                                                           
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cA0aUMWZL_k 
Day 1 – April 22 (Earth Day) 
• 8:00 a.m.–Session 1: Raising Our Climate Ambition 
• 11:45 a.m.–Session 2: Investing in Climate Solutions 
• 12:45 p.m.–Session 3: Breakout Sessions, Round 1 
• 2:00 p.m.–Session 3: Breakout Sessions, Round 2 
Day 2  - April 23 
• 8:00 a.m.–Session 4: Unleashing Climate Innovation 
• 9:15 a.m.–Session 5: The Economic Opportunities of Climate Action 

Day 1–April 22 
8:00 a.m.–Session 1 - Raising Our Climate Ambition 
President Biden and Vice President Harris opened the Summit. This session emphasized the urgency of the goal 
to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius by the time of the next climate summit. World leaders outlined the 
challenges they face and the efforts they are making to reach the climate goal in their respective countries.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:45 a.m.–Session 2 - Investing in Climate Solutions 
This session was about the urgent need to find the means to finance the transition to net-zero by 2050 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Video on Climate Change 
2. Kamala Harris  
3. President Biden 
4. Secretary Anthony Blinken (Moderator) 
5. United Nations Secretary-General António Gu-

terres  
6. President Xi Jinping, People’s Republic of Chi-

na   
7. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India   
8. Prime Minister Boris Johnson, United Kingdom  
9. Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, Japan   
10. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Canada    
11. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh  
12. Chancellor Angela Merkel, Germany   
13. President Emmanuel Macron, France   
14. President Vladimir Putin, The Russian Federa-

tion     
15. President Emmanuel Macron, France   (again 

due to technical difficulty first time) 
16. President Moon Jae-in, Republic of Korea 
17. President Joko Widodo, Indonesia    
18. President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa, South 

Africa    
 

 19. Prime Minister Mario Draghi, Italy   
20. President David Kabua, Republic of the  
      Marshall Islands  
21. President Biden 
22. President Alberto Fernández, Argentina   
23. President Ursula von der Leyen, European  
      Commission  
24. King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Kingdom of  
      Saudi Arabia   
25. President Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil    
26. Prime Minister Lotay Tshering, Bhutan  
27. Prime Minister Scott Morrison, Australia    
28. Prime Minister Gaston Browne, Antigua and 
      Barbuda  
29. President Andrés Manuel López Obrador,  
      Mexico    
30, President Ali Bongo Ondimba, Gabon   
31. President Iván Duque Márquez, Colombia   
32. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, Turkey  
33. President Sebastián Piñera, Chile  
34. Shia Bastida, climate activist 
Break 

1. President  Biden 
2. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate 

John Kerry (moderator) 
3. President Charles Michel, European 

Council 
4. Prime Minister Andrew Holness, Jamaica 
5. President Félix Tshisekedi, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo 
6. Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, New Zea-

land 
7. Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen 
8. Panel:  
9. Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director, 

International Monetary Fund 
10. Yannick Glemarec, Executive Director, 

Green Climate Fund 
11. David Malpass, Group President, World 

Bank Group 

12. Akinwumi A. Adesina, President, African 
      Development Bank 

  13. Brian Moynihan, Chairman and CEO, Bank of  
         America; Chair, International Business Council;  
         Co-Chair, Sustainable Markets Initiative 

14. Jane Fraser, CEO, Citigroup 
15. Oliver Bäte, CEO, Allianz 
16. Marcie Frost, CEO, CalPERS 
17. Carolina Schmidt, Environment Minister, Chile; 

President, 25th United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP 25) 

18. Alok Sharma MP, United Kingdom; President, 
26th United Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence (COP 26) 

19. Break and video on climate 
20. Pope Francis 

 

https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cA0aUMWZL_k
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/#day-1
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/#session-1
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/#session-2
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/#session-3-round-1
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/#session-3-round-2
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/#day-2
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/#session-4
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/schedule/#session-5
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Session 3 Breakout Sessions 1 and 2  
This session was about the challenges faced by all countries, especially those most affected by climate variability and 
 discussed approaches to increasing strength in facing those challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 2–April 23 
To watch the second day of the summit:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wjkHVq1S9E 

 
8:00 a.m.–Session 4 - Unleashing Climate Innovation 
This session highlighted the critical role of technological innovation in achieving a net-zero, climate-resilient econo-
my; the importance of accelerating public and private investment in climate innovation; and the enormous economic 
opportunities in building the industries of the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        
 
 

 Breakout Session Round 1 
1.  Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael 
     S.Regan  (moderator) 
2.  Mayor Anne Hidalgo, Paris, France 
3.   Mayor LaToya Cantrell, New Orleans 
4.   Sinéia B. do Vale, Member, Indigenous Council of  
      Roaima, Brazil 
5.   Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham, New Mexico 
6.   Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum, Mexico City, Mexico 
7.  Fawn Sharp, President, National Congress of American  
     Indians 
8.  Governor Yuriko Koike, Tokyo, Japan 
9.  Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim, President of the Association 
     for Indigenous Women and Peoples of Chad 
 

Breakout Session Round 2 
1. Secretary Lloyd Austin, U.S. Department of 
       Defense 
2. Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines 
3. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, U.S. 

Representative to the United Nations (modera-
tor) 

4. Jens Stoltenberg, Secretary General, NATO 
5. Margarita Robles Fernández, Minister of De-

fense, Spain 
6. Monica Juma, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of 

Defense, Kenya 
7. Ben Wallace MP, Secretary of State for De-

fense, United Kingdom 
8. Jumaah Enad, Minister of Defense, Iraq 
9. Kishi Nobuo, Minister of Defense, Japan 
10. Carlos G. Dominguez III, Secretary of Finance, 

The Philippines 
11. Secretary Lloyd Austin and John Kerry –  
      Closing remarks April 22 

 

1. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John 
       Kerry, moderator, Introduction 
2.    Special Envoy Michael Bloomberg 
3.    Brenda Mallory, Chair, White House Council on 
       Environmental Quality 
4.    Peggy Shepard, Executive Director, WE ACT for 
       Environmental Justice; Co-Chair, White House  
       Environmental Justice Advisory Council 
5.    Climate Video 
6.   Secretary of Energy Jennifer M. Granholm 
      (introduced next  seven speakers) 
7.   Bill Gates, Founder, Breakthrough Energy 
8.   Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, Denmark 
9.   Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
     Maktoum, United Arab Emirates 
10. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel 

 

1. President Uhuru Kenyatta, Kenya 
2. Prime Minister Erna Solberg, Norway 
3. Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Singapore 
4. Secretary of Commerce Gina M. Raimondo 

(introduced next  five speakers) 
5. Dr. Fatih Birol, Executive Director, Interna-

tional Energy Agency 
6. Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, President, 
      Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
7. Dr. Danielle Merfeld, Vice President and 

Chief Technology Officer, GE Renewable 
Energy 

8. Audrey Zibelman, Vice President, X , The Al-
phabet Moonshot Factory 

9. Anna Borg, President and CEO, Vattenfall 
10. John Kerry final remarks on Session 4 

 

https://youtu.be/HJLieXv_RDg
https://youtu.be/HJLieXv_RDg
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9:15 a.m.-Session 5 - The Economic Opportunities of Climate Action 
This session highlighted the broad economic benefits of climate action, with a strong focus on job creation.  It ex-
plored the economic benefits of green recovery and long-term decarbonization and the importance of ensuring that all 
communities and workers benefit from the clean-energy transition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note:  I am sure no one has two entire days to give to watching the entire climate summit, but watching any part of it 
is worth your time. It was very inspiring to see world leaders, some of whom are our adversaries, come together in 
agreement on this important issue. Forty heads of state attended and spoke themselves instead of delegating that 
task to someone on their staff. They all spoke positively and agreed to work with the rest of the world. If we can unite 
the world on this issue, perhaps there is hope we can find common ground in other areas with China, Russia, and all 
of the other countries.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. President Biden introduces Session 5 
2. United States Trade Representative Kathe-

rine C. Tai (introduced next  five speakers) 
3. President Pedro Sánchez, Spain 
4. President Muhammadu Buhari, Nigeria 
5. President Nguyen Xuan Phuc, Vietnam 
6. President Andrzej Duda, Poland 
7. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
8. National Climate Advisor Gina McCarthy (in-

troduced next  eight speakers) 
9. Sharan Burrow, General Secretary, Interna-

tional Trade Union 
10. Brett Isaac, CEO, Navajo Power 
11. Nthabiseng Mosia, Co-Founder and CCO, 

Easy Solar 
 

12. George Oliver, Chairman and CEO, Johnson 
Controls International; Chair, Business 
Roundtable Energy & Environment Committee 

13. Roxanne Brown, International Vice President at 
Large, United Steelworkers 

14. Erica Mackie, CEO, Grid Alternatives 
15. Jack Allen, CEO, Proterra 
16. Lonnie R. Stephenson, President, International 

Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
17. United States Trade Representative Katherine 

C. Tai  
18. President Biden--comments  
19. John Kerry--closing remarks 
20. President Biden–-thank yous and closing re-

marks 
21. video 
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President Biden’s First Address to a Joint Session of Congress 
 As expected, in President Biden’s first address to a joint session of Congress, he emphasized his accomplishments dur-
ing the first 100 days of his administration and his vision for what comes next. This was an important opportunity for him, 
and he needed to make the most of it. Although his poll numbers at this point are fairly positive, he is facing some pretty 
tough challenges—domestic extremism; tensions with China and Russia; criticism of his immigration policy, even within 
his own party; pressure from progressives for stronger actions against racism and gun violence; and less than two years 
before midterm elections could take away his slight majority in Congress. He has an ambitious agenda, and he needs the 
support of both Congress and of the American people to accomplish the majority of it.  
 
President Biden talked about his American Rescue Plan, his American Jobs Plan, his Made in America Tax Plan, and his 
brand new American Families Plan. He discussed the laudable progress he has made in fighting the pandemic, getting 
the majority of Americans vaccinated, and providing resources and support for those suffering from the pandemic’s blow 
to the economy.  He said that while the fight to overcome the pandemic was ongoing, 1,300,000 new jobs were created, 
the growth of the economy will exceed 6% this year, and child poverty is on track to be cut in half. The theme of job crea-
tion, especially for blue-collar workers, was laced throughout his speech because the Trump administration managed to 
make significant inroads into this traditionally Democratic segment of the population. All Republicans have memorized the 
mantra that if the GOP cuts taxes, companies will use that benefit to hire and reward workers, and if the Democrats raise 
taxes, it is the workers who will suffer most. 
 
Another recurrent theme in his speech was China. Although tensions with China are a thorn in the side of his foreign poli-
cy, China is also a keyword to open doors to bipartisan support. Any item on the agenda, such as investment in science 
and technology, that has the possibility of helping in the competition with China may be able to gain Republican approval. 
 
Among other topics included were the conflicts with Iran and North Korea over their nuclear programs, ending the forever 
war in Afghanistan, gun violence, police reform, and immigration reform. The issues of guns, police, and immigration are 
particularly difficult because they are key weapons in the GOP arsenal against him and also areas where he is vulnerable 
within his own party.   
 
It was also interesting to note that although “unity” was a major theme in his campaign and inaugural speech, it was hardly 
mentioned in this speech. The realities of a country that will continue to be polarized are a specter that looms over our 
foreseeable future.  
 
To hear his speech:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sc5v0ZLwqPY 
To read the full transcript:  https://www.politico.com/interactives/2021/joe-biden-speech-to-congress-2021-live-analysis-
transcript-highlights-4-28-21/ 
 

Senator Tim Scott’s GOP Rebuttal  
Senator Tim Scott of South Carolina delivered the GOP rebuttal speech. It was a Republican tall tale of a wonderful fanta-
sy world they claimed to have created and that the Democrats are trying to destroy. He began by accusing President 
Biden of working to pull the country apart after promising to unite it. He painted a rosy picture of how he had overcome a 
childhood of abject poverty to become a successful businessman and career politician and hinted that it was mainly due to 
administrations with Republican leadership. He gave all of the credit for the steps taken to overcome the pandemic to the 
Trump administration with President Biden now just claiming for himself the fruits of hard work done by Trump. He la-
mented the attempts by Republicans to work with Democrats in a bipartisan way for the good of the country that were 
summarily rejected. He dismissed all of the Biden plans as an attempt to hang the albatross of big government around the 
necks of the American people and bankrupt the country with irresponsible spending paid for by crippling tax increases.  
 
He told the story of his childhood during which he suffered the cruel reality of racism and wounds from the stones of ver-
bal insults thrown at him mainly by liberals and progressives. Now the country is no longer racist, but Democrats want to 
make it so again. He said Democrats want to keep the issue of racism alive to further their own agenda more than they 
want a solution. He defended the Georgia voting law as a fair attempt by  Republicans to make it easier to vote but harder 
to cheat. He ended with a message of hope that someday it will all be made right again. 
 
To read his speech: https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/28/politics/tim-scott-response-transcript/index.html 

 
 To listen to his speech :  https://youtu.be/GHKQ0ZqYaVc 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/whats-in-bidens-american-families-plan-proposal-11619621174
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sc5v0ZLwqPY
https://www.politico.com/interactives/2021/joe-biden-speech-to-congress-2021-live-analysis-transcript-highlights-4-28-21/
https://www.politico.com/interactives/2021/joe-biden-speech-to-congress-2021-live-analysis-transcript-highlights-4-28-21/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/28/politics/tim-scott-response-transcript/index.html
https://youtu.be/GHKQ0ZqYaVc
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News Points to Ponder 
 
April 3—In late March, the GOP-controlled legislature in Georgia passed a law that will severely handicap the people of Geor-
gia trying to exercise their constitutional right to vote. As Georgia has closed more and more polling places, especially in black 
precincts, voters have had to wait in longer and longer lines. The most absurd provision of the new law is that it criminalizes 
the act of good Samaritans who provide food or water to those in line. The new law also allows unlimited challenges to a vot-
er’s registration, even by the radical fringe elements that still do not admit that President Trump lost in 2020. Any Georgia citi-
zen can challenge any other. This can result in intimidation of voters to the point that they are afraid to vote or result in the ille-
gal removal of their name from the list of registered voters. Since Georgia Republicans and Trump believe that mail-in ballots 
gave President Biden the election, they have taken steps to see that can never happen again by making it really difficult to vote 
by mail. Voters will now have to provide a copy of their identification in the envelope with their ballot. Third-party organizations 
can no longer send absentee ballot applications to voters, and portable polling sites will no longer be used.  The new law also 
strips the secretary of state of his position of top elections official and takes away his seat and role as chair of the state election 
board. That is in reaction to current Secretary of State Brad Raffensberger’s refusal to lie and cheat in order to give Trump a 
win. Now the GOP-controlled legislature has complete control over the certification of elections and voting rules. There will be 
no more Democrats elected in Georgia unless a miracle occurs.  
 
In another ridiculous move, the Georgia State House passed a bill that would eliminate tax breaks for Delta Airlines for jet fuel 
because the Delta CEO criticized their unethical new voting law. This is biting the hand that feeds them, and very likely going 
to punish Georgia a great deal more than Delta. Delta has a major hub in Atlanta, and is the state’s largest private employer. 
Delta employs 33,000 people statewide. There are other states that would like to have Delta move its hub with the accompany-
ing jobs to their territory. The voting  law has also been criticized by Microsoft, Coca-Cola, and others. 
 
April 4, 2021—The morally-corrupt Trump behavior is still alive and well.  According to The New York Times, people who 
thought they were giving a one-time, online donation to Trump’s campaign discovered that they were giving over and over. Re-
curring donations were set up as the default, and the disclaimer was in very small print and well hidden. Around $1.2 billion 
was raised for Trump and the Republican Party with WinRed, a for-profit donation processing service. When donors found out 
what had been done to them, many requested refunds and complained to their banks and credit card companies.  Approxi-
mately 10 percent of the money was eventually refunded, but it was used as an interest-free loan until he had to give it back.     
 
April 4, 2021—South Carolina Republican politicians have long wanted to subsidize private schools with public money, at the 
price of starving the public schools. Private schools are not held accountable to SC educational standards, and many of them 
are established for profit. There is nothing to prevent a school from providing a substandard education so that the profit to the 
school will increase. According to the Charleston Post and Courier, the latest scheme is to give a tax credit to people who do-
nate to private schools. A tax credit is much more valuable than a deduction. For example, if you donate $10,000 you would be 
able to take the entire $10,000 off of your taxes. This is just another way to divert public money into funding private schools.  
 
April 6, 2021—Senator Lindsey Graham ranted against the voting rights bill proposed by congressional Democrats. He said it 
would be “abolishing the Constitution.”  The bill is an attempt to protect the right of all voters, passed by the House but unlikely 
to make it out of the Senate. Graham has no objection to the bill in Georgia and similar ones in other states that would take 
away the rights of great numbers of voters. But then why would he? He attempted to pressure the Georgia Secretary of State 
to commit election fraud and “find” enough votes to give Trump a win there. 
 
April 11, 2021—Most people who bite the hand that feeds them end up hungry. Not so Ex-President Trump. He has turned his 
practice of viciously biting anyone who displeases him, including those who have been his faithful disciples, into a highly suc-
cessful political strategy that has netted him a significant percentage of the voters of this country. Most recently bitten were Ex-
Vice-President Pence and Senator Mitch McConnell. During an event for donors at Mar-a-Lago, Trump called Senator 
McConnell “a stone cold loser,” and mocked McConnell’s wife Elaine Chao, who was Trump’s transportation secretary. He also 
complained that McConnell should have been more grateful to him for appointing Chao to that position. Now we are definitely 
not fans of McConnell and Chao, but Trump should be, despite the fact that they criticized his attempt to take over the govern-
ment by force on January 6. And Pence was even more faithful, loyally supporting and defending him through all four years of 
his terror reign. But Pence fell from grace when he refused to commit the crime of declaring the electoral vote invalid and 
Trump the legal winner of the election. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/georgia-voting-bill-brian-kemp-voter-suppression-1147493/
https://www.rawstory.com/georgia-house-punishes-delta-airlines/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/03/us/politics/trump-donations.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210404&instance_id=28847&nl=the-morning&regi_id=99558948&segment_id=54857&te=1&user_id=30dcde085973facd4330fa94dc36502a
https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-sc-shouldnt-entice-more-people-to-divert-sc-taxes-to-special-interests/article_984b6344-9169-11eb-95eb-aff11f439e63.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/graham-says-democrats-voting-rights-bill-should-scare-everybody-in-south-carolina/article_cc257ad2-970a-11eb-9e4e-0f96eb35a573.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20040721&utm_content=Politics%20040721+CID_18e38ae49c4a3acb06c79ba128cc5ba7&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=here
https://www.postandcourier.com/ap/trump-goes-after-pence-mcconnell-in-speech-to-party-donors/article_75bb1d3e-9ae1-11eb-aead-8f9667e29b01.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20041221&utm_content=Politics%20041221+CID_f12e26a165bf0b2d5bd6a6b450d7d78a&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=AP
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April 13, 2021—Attorney Lin Wood is running against incumbent Drew McKissick for chair of the SC GOP. His platform is that 
Trump won the 2020 election and is actually the legal president of the United States.  
 
April 13, 2021—The crisis of unaccompanied children at the border continues. According to NBC News, more than 18,500 of 
them crossed over into the United States in March. The massive increase in unaccompanied minors compared to single adults 
and families is apparently because of the Biden administration policy of expelling all migrants except for unaccompanied mi-
nors.  Border facilities are full, and attempts are being made to move as many as possible into foster care somewhere in the 
country or into the custody of a relative who is already here. Once settled, it could be as long as five year before their hearing 
takes place, while more and more keep arriving. Governor McMaster has taken steps to prevent any of the unaccompanied 
minors from being put into foster care in South Carolina. The Biden administration has made deals with Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Honduras to temporarily increase enforcement at their borders to limit the flow of migrants to the US. We hope that helps, 
but the track record of that strategy has not been so great. 
 
April 17, 2021—Governor McMaster has declared war on Democrats, or at least Democratic government policies. At the 
Charleston County GOP convention, he ranted about border practices, DC statehood, increasing judges on the Supreme 
Court, and other Democratic issues. He said, “We are at war!” 
 
April 21, 2021—Former Democratic Congressman Joe Cunningham filed papers on April 21 to run for governor of South Caro-
lina in 2022. Yay! 
 
April 21, 2021—The S.C. Legislature has added death by firing squad in a bill hoping to restart executions in the state. Execu-
tions have been on hold for 10 years because the state has not been able to obtain lethal injection drugs, and the electric chair 
could not be used unless a prisoner chose it. The Senate passed a bill last month to take away that choice. If lethal injection 
drugs cannot be obtained, the electric chair would be used by default. 
 
April 22, 2021—Positive news for a change. Three million trees were planted in South Carolina on Earth Day (April 22). The 
trees were planted by 120,000 volunteers and involved 625 partner organizations. These trees will help improve the environ-
ment in South Carolina because trees give off oxygen, absorb carbon dioxide, and offer some protection during times of floods 
and hurricanes. Since development is eating the state and its trees at a maniacal rate, the more trees that are planted to coun-
ter that destruction, the better. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/pro-trump-attorney-lin-wood-makes-chaotic-appearance-in-charleston-ahead-of-sc-gop-chair/article_acb0a5fa-9be2-11eb-ae72-5b450eef299c.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20041321&utm_content=Politics%20041321+CID_a446666b47a55114b4fae6f788eb58f9&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Post%20and%20Courier
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/record-number-unaccompanied-children-crossed-border-march-n1262901
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/gov-mcmaster-moves-to-prevent-sc-from-accepting-migrant-children-from-border-region/article_395d9378-9b9d-11eb-a23b-2f7c9ed82d27.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20041321&utm_content=Politics%20041321+CID_a446666b47a55114b4fae6f788eb58f9&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Read%20more%20about%20McMasters%20order%20and%20his%20weekend%20trip%20to%20the%20border
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/gov-mcmaster-moves-to-prevent-sc-from-accepting-migrant-children-from-border-region/article_395d9378-9b9d-11eb-a23b-2f7c9ed82d27.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20041321&utm_content=Politics%20041321+CID_a446666b47a55114b4fae6f788eb58f9&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Read%20more%20about%20McMasters%20order%20and%20his%20weekend%20trip%20to%20the%20border
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/apr/12/biden-migration-security-deal-mexico-guatemala-honduras
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/apr/12/biden-migration-security-deal-mexico-guatemala-honduras
https://mail.google.com/mail/ca/u/0/?pli=1#inbox/FMfcgxwLtZsLBmVjNlSSgFzDmmmBCmhR
https://www.wistv.com/2021/04/21/joe-cunningham-files-run-sc-governor/
https://www.postandcourier.com/ap/sc-lawmakers-keep-firing-squad-as-option-in-execution-bill/article_341ccd16-a2cd-11eb-8496-9f52447d8cce.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20042221&utm_content=Politics%20042221+CID_77843f273e3ed19caf8bf79337837ed2&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=AP
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/earth-day-celebrated-in-sc-with-planting-of-3-4m-loblolly-pine-tree-seeds/article_003367e8-a378-11eb-b186-0b5f026dac7e.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Politics%20042321&utm_content=Politics%20042321+CID_3585902c3472498c2d55e1335f4e7df9&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=an%20April%2022%20celebration
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Meet Your Fellow Democrats by Jennifer Jewett 
 

I am so grateful for the contributions of each member. So many of you have provided huge amounts of energy and crea-
tivity to spread goodwill for our Lancaster County Democratic Party. Each one has a unique contribution, and I am happy 
to share your stories in “Meet Your Fellow Democrats.” Following up on that, the story of Katie Crosby is one you should 
know about.                                                                                        
                                               Jennifer 
 

Katie Crosby, First Vice Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Originally from Kannapolis, NC, I now live in Indian Land with my husband and our four cats. This is my fifth year of teach-
ing elementary school, and I have a wonderful third-grade class at Union Preparatory Academy in Indian Trail, NC. Since 
moving here, I have fallen in love with South Carolina and its people. In 2020, I volunteered for Keith Grey, Sr.'s campaign 
by assisting with social media, taking meeting notes, and attending events. Additionally, I am a member of the Lancaster 
NAACP and I contribute to their social media as well. I am on the social media committee for the Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Party, I am the president of my precinct, and I have recently been elected as first vice-chair. 
 
Truthfully, I’m just a nerd. I enjoy painting, photography, and music, as well as reading, watching movies, and playing vid-
eo games. I’m a huge fan of Marvel, Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, and Brandon Sanderson. Hidden within all of these 
fantasies are tiny gems of real hope - that absolutely anyone, no matter their past or background, can do great good for 
their communities. “All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” --J.R.R. Tolkien 
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Traveling Democrats by Jennifer Jewett 
 

 
 

 

                                                                       

Orangeburg and More 

Go South—104 Miles 

Where would you be if you went 100 miles south of Lancaster? Well, 104 miles south is Orangeburg, and 21 miles south-
west of Orangeburg is Denmark, SC. St. Matthews is 13 miles north of Orangeburg. Orangeburg is the home of two of 
South Carolina’s Historically Black Colleges, now universities, South Carolina State and Claflin. Denmark is home to an-
other HBCU, Voorhees College. Orangeburg is also the home of Edisto Memorial Gardens with 79 beds of fragrant roses. 
Orangeburg has an annual Festival of Roses in May. Last year the festival was scheduled for May 1-3, but Covid-19 
spoiled those plans.  
 
Most of us know about some of the South Carolinians who grew up in this area. Jaime Harrison and Gilda Cobb-Hunter 
are from Orangeburg, and Cleveland and Bakari Sellers are from Denmark. Cleveland Sellers was injured in the infamous 
Orangeburg  Massacre of 1968, (Orangeburg Massacre - HISTORY), in which three young men were killed and 28 were 
injured. Cleveland Sellers was also jailed, and his arrest record limited his job prospects for the rest of his life, though he 
eventually became president of Voorhees College. Representative James Clyburn is also an alumnus of South Carolina 
State. Lancaster County native Mrs. Ruth Jackson Jenkins graduated from Voorhees College. She is now a retired teach-
er living in Pineville, SC. Claflin University’s website has a section called “Plan a Visit, ” although the others probably also 
have information for visitors. As you know, colleges and universities focus on prospective students. SC Representative 
Gilda Cobb-Hunter is a tireless fighter for women’s rights and for fairness in laws. 
  
In his book My Vanishing Country, Bakari Sellers tells his father’s story as well as his own. The book is available from 
Lancaster County Library and from Amazon. I am currently reading it on Kindle.  
 
Travel writer Robin Jarvis in, “The 10 Most Gorgeous Springtime Destinations in All of South Carolina,” recommends Edis-
to Garden. If you go through town to visit these places, you will probably pass beautiful homes with elaborate flower gar-
dens. St. Matthews, 13 miles north of Orangeburg, is the home of Amanda McNulty, host of SC ETV’s “Making It Grow.” 
The Orangeburg newspaper is The Times and Democrat. (Don’t be fooled by the name, there are lots of Republicans 
there.) In November 2013, the Times-Democrat Garden Columnist Minnie Miller wrote a beautiful description with a photo 
of McNulty’s garden. Also, one of our Lancaster farming and conservation consultant consultants, Ann Christie, has done 
genealogical research on her family in the Orangeburg area. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a while, we are directing your attention to beautiful places in South Carolina. We will start with 
Orangeburg, which is 103 Miles from Lancaster. Just for fun, I checked a few other towns that are 
about 100 miles from Lancaster. Aiken is 112 miles from Lancaster, Anderson is 131 miles from Lan-
caster, and Dillon is 98 miles from Lancaster. Perhaps we will comment on those in future issues of 
the newsletter. 

1-2.Russell Street and Orangeburg Square, 
Orangeburg, SC 

3.Calhoun County 
Courthouse, Saint 
Matthews, SC 

https://www.scsu.edu/aboutscstate/historyofscstateuniversity.aspx
https://www.claflin.edu/
https://www.voorhees.edu/
https://www.orangeburg.sc.us/edisto-memorial-gardens
https://www.history.com/topics/1960s/orangeburg-massacre
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/south-carolina/springtime-destinations-sc/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=south-carolina&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_content=nlimage1
https://thetandd.com/news/topnews/amanda-mcnulty-shares-her-home-garden/article_ff91e216-f663-11e2-aabc-0019bb2963f4.amp.html
https://thetandd.com/news/topnews/amanda-mcnulty-shares-her-home-garden/article_ff91e216-f663-11e2-aabc-0019bb2963f4.amp.html
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Edisto Memorial Gardens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 S.C State University 

5. Claflin Univesity 

6. Edisto Memorial Gardens 

Attribution 
1. Akhenaton06 at English Wikipedia 
2. Akhenaton06 at English Wikipedia 
3. Bill Fitzpatrick  Creative Commons 
4. Pollinator at the English-language Wikipedia 
5. Ammodramus    Creative Commons 
6. Pollinator at the English-language Wikipedia 

The remainder of the photos were taken by the 
newsletter staff. 

 

Edisto Memorial Gardens                                  
218 Riverside Dr SW 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, 29115 
 

FREE ADMISSION 
 

The Gardens are located within the City of 
 Orangeburg's limits on US Highway 301 
 just four blocks from the heart of the City. 
 
The 175-acre gardens planted along the beautiful Edisto River contain azaleas, camelias, 79 beds of roses, 
4,800 rose plants, centuries-old cypress stands,  a butterfly garden, a sensory garden, a serenity garden, 
and a 2,600-foot boardwalk trail through a Tupelo-Cypress wetland. The gardens are named in honor of the 
individuals from the Orangeburg area who gave their lives in the First and SecondWorld Wars, the Korean 
War, and the Vietnam Conflict. For more information, go to this link.  

Hours:  
 
Saturday 7AM–7PM 
Sunday 7AM–7PM 
Monday 7AM–7PM 
Tuesday 7AM–7PM 
Wednesday 7AM–7PM 
Thursday 7AM–7PM 
Friday 7AM–7PM 
 

https://www.orangeburg.sc.us/edisto-memorial-gardens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Akhenaton06
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Akhenaton06
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bigskybill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Pollinator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Ammodramus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Pollinator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.orangeburg.sc.us/edisto-memorial-gardens
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C2SQJL_enUS769US769&sxsrf=ALeKk03No8UUCVrVhHO02aie06rHBbUKyg:1618064396295&q=edisto+memorial+gardens+hours&ludocid=2952812898428298061&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjx0sHM7_PvAhXXHc0KHQqyBKwQ6BMwJ3oECCcQAg


Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter  Vol 5-5

   

24  
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter  Vol 5-5

   

25  
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lancaster County Democratic Party Newsletter  Vol 5-5

   

26  
    

Events 
LCDP April 1 Meeting  

 
There was a good turnout for the April 1 Zoom LCDP meeting. Guest speakers were Mandy Powers Norrell (Former Rep-
resentative to the SC House), Charlene McGriff (Lancaster County Council), and Jackie Harris (Lancaster City Council). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Rose Festival 
 

The LCDP will have a table at the Red Rose Festival on May 15. Due to the pandemic, the table will be unmanned.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mandy Charlene Jackie 

Thank you to Nora Wolf for planning 
the LCDP Adopt a Highway April 3 
event, and thank you to all who par-
ticipated. 

Beginning with the June edition, we hope to be able to bring you reports from Lancaster City and County Council 
meetings. The LCDP is going to try to have representation at as many meetings as possible—not to speak for  the 
LCDP, but just to keep us informed on what is happening. If you would be interested in attending any of the meetings 
and giving us a brief report, please let us know at LCDPSCnews@gmail.com. 
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LCDP Action Teams 
By Jennifer Jewett 

 
Thanks to those who have stepped up to lead the action teams. 
                                           Jennifer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
LCDP action teams are evaluating their performance in 2020 and making changes to work more effectively in 
2021 and 2022.  This is still a draft, but if you have comments or would like to serve on one of these teams, 
please send that information to us at LCDPSCnews@gmail.com.   

 
ACTION TEAMS 

 
ACTION TEAMS 
 
Budget (Ken Gillis) 
The budget team is responsible for raising money for the LCDP.  They will work under the supervision of the Treasurer. 
Some examples are phone solicitation, mailings, and hosted events.  

● A hosted event is one created and managed by the LCDP budget team. Examples are a cocktail party, a dinner, a 
golf outing, or a trivia game. The budget team works with the treasurer to document and confirm the amounts 
raised for each event. The team also is responsible for ensuring thank-you notes are sent to donors (via email or 
postal service, as determined by the team). 

● Other events in which the LCDP participates (but does not host) are the responsibility of the events team.  
 
Events (Judy Langston) 
This team seeks out public events that we can participate in, like the Martin Luther King Parade, the Red Rose Festival, 
and the Indian Land Festival. These events are primarily for exposure of the county party, while the budget team events 
are primarily intended to raise money. This team will report to the 2nd vice-chair. 
 
Social Media (Ira Bass) 
The social media team will be responsible for all postings to social media accounts.  Each account should be assigned to 
one primary administrator. These accounts are Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube. This team will report to the 
3rd vice-chair. 
 
Web Page (Terry Pytlarz) 
The web page action team is responsible for all posting to the web page for the LCDP and will also host a blog on our 
page. This team will report to the chair. 
 
Newsletter (Judy Langston) 
The Newsletter Team will produce and publish the LCDP monthly email newsletter. This team will report to the 3rd Vice-
Chair. 

2021 Team Directors 
Fundraising                                                         Ken Gillis 
Events                                                                 Judy Langston 
Social Media                Ira Bass 
Webpage                                                             Terry Pytlarz 
Newsletter                        Judy Langston 
Email Notifications                                            Joel Schaffer 
Membership                                                       Lea Gillis 
Get Out The Vote                                               Fred Whittles 
VoteBuilder Administration Action Team    Bonnie Peterson 
Community Action Team                                 Keith Grey      

mailto:LCDPSCnews@gmail.com
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Editor: Judy Langston   Associate Editor:  Jennifer Jewett   Copyeditor:  Suzanne Penuel 
 
Email Notifications (Joel Shaffer) 
This Team will be responsible for all distribution of emails to our membership. The two divisions are Mailchimp and the 
newsletter. This team will maintain the email list for both. This team will report to the 1st vice-chair. 
 
Membership (Lea Gillis)  
The membership team is responsible for seeking out new volunteers and for increasing the LCDP membership at meet-
ings and events. The team will coordinate volunteers for specific phone banking, mailing, and canvassing events. They 
will maintain all attendance records of meetings and events and update new members to the email notifications team. 
They will report to the 1st vice-chair. 
 
GOTV (Get Out the Vote) Team (Fred Whittles) 
This team will implement the criteria for LCDP campaigns and work with both the VoteBuilder team and the membership 
team. The GOTV  team will request a list to the VoteBuilder team and coordinate with the membership team to get the 
volunteers to complete the task. The GOTV team would supply the list and scripts and materials to the membership team. 
The membership team would distribute to volunteers. This team will report to the 1st vice-chair. 
 
Vote Builder Administration Team (Bonnie Peterson) 
This team will need to learn VoteBuilder and be proficient on the computer. VoteBuilder is a program we have access to 
through the state. The VoteBuilder team will create lists requested by the GOTV team. They will also update VoteBuilder 
and maintain our database. This team will report to the 1st vice-chair. 
 
Community Action Team (Keith Grey) 
This team will reach out to organizations in our community with whom we may wish to partner to show our support, either 
financially or physically.  Examples are working with Promise Neighborhoods or our donations to NAACP. This team will 
report to the chair. 
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 LCDP Media and Social Media 
 

We are working hard to maintain a presence on the Internet, so please drop in to visit us at any or all of our media below. 
We would welcome comments, suggestions, and especially contributions of content to post---videos, photos, links to arti-
cles, information on coming events, or anything else that would be of interest to our followers. Our YouTube channel 
needs 100 subscribers to get a more manageable URL, so if you would be willing to subscribe, that would be very much 
appreciated.  Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors to visit us as well. If you have something you would like to 
share with us, please send it to LCDPSCnews@gmail.com, and we will see that it gets to the appropriate place.  
(FYI: Check out the new video of LCDP members picking up roadside trash on our YouTube Channel.) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn
GGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA. 

YouTube  
 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Lan
casterSCDems    Facebook 

 

https://www.lancasterdemo
crats.com/  Webpage 

 

https://www.instagram.com/L
ancasterSCDems/  Instagram 

 
 

https://twitter.com/Lancaster
SCDems    Twitter 

 
 

mailto:LCDPSCnews@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoiiGBHVReU
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnGGpRsXd-77mxVEHQPCrkA
https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://www.facebook.com/LancasterSCDems
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/
https://www.instagram.com/LancasterSCDems/
https://www.instagram.com/LancasterSCDems/
https://twitter.com/LancasterSCDems
https://twitter.com/LancasterSCDems
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Political Cartoons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Biden is being chased by the GOP elephants from Infierno as 
he races to accomplish his agenda before the midterm elections. 
 

Newsletter--sent out by  
e-mail subscription and 
posted on website .  
https://www.lancasterdem
ocrats.com/newsletters 
 

https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/newsletters
https://www.lancasterdemocrats.com/newsletters
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Judy Langston, Newsletter Editor 
Jennifer Jewett, Associate Editor 

Suzanne Penuel, Copyeditor 
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LCDP 
Meeting 

Exec Board 
SCDP Con-
vention 
begins 

Dem Good  
Times 
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Women 
SCDP 
Convention 

Clipart Credits 
http://clipart-library.com/ 

https://dedipic.com/ 
 
 

SCDP  
Convention 

SCDP 
Convention 

http://clipart-library.com/
https://dedipic.com/
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