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Dear Arizona State Legislators:

Yavapai County is joining our neighbors in Northern Arizona to urge you and Governor Ducey to take
immediate action to alleviate the impact of the covlD-19 pandemic.

on the public heolth front,we note that the two largest hospitals in Coconino County - Flagstaff
Medical Center and Tuba City Regional Health Center- have been at ICU capacity since mid-March. They
continue to experience critical shortages of staffing and of personal protective equipment (ppE).

we join Coconino in urging the Legislature to advocate for the people of this hard-hit area by
demanding that PPE be sent to hospitals and first-responders based on need rather than based simply
on population numbers.

We further urge Governor Ducey to join with Colorado, Nevada, California, Washington, and Oregon in
forming a regional plan to approach COVID-19, especially the relaxation of social and business
restrictions, based on the best advice of health experts. As you know, the virus doesn,t recognize state
lines and regional cooperation is essential to stem the contagion.

Economicolly, all areas of the state are suffering. City budgets are suffering shortfalls and already
beginning to curtail services and drain emergency welfare funds. Reopening will only exacerbate these
problems.

Many homeowners are unable to pay property taxes due to CovlD-1g expenses or the coVlD-caused
recession' County Treasurers across Arizona have called for authorization from the Legislature to delay
interest and penalties on payments overdue for Covid-related reasons. This is a simple and smart
solution for helping people stay in their homes. we urge the Legislature to reconvene and pass the
necessary legislation as soon as possible.

The Legislature should also take action to utilize the state's Rainy-Day Fund, which thus far has barely
been tapped, to provide relief to our citizens in the form of cash payments, debt forbearance, food
support and other means,

voting should not be a choice for our citizens between exercising their constitutional rights and
preserving their health. D Holding in-person elections also unnecessarily endangers volunteer poll
workers' During the year of this pandemic, our Legislature must take steps to protect Arizonans, right to
vote' we need changes in voting laws for the August and November elections to protect voters and
election workers - and funding to support those changes.

Arizona has been offered 56.5 million in Federal aid available through the GARES Act. county Recorders
are calling on the State to accept this aid which they desperately need to safely and effectively
administer the August primary and November general elections. To receive it, legislative action is
needed to provide at least S1 Million in matching funds.

The overwhelming preference of Arizonans is to vote by mail. The simplest solution to provide safe and
comprehensive access to voting is to authorize mailing ballots to all registered voters for the 2020
elections. Barring that, precautions must be taken against the threat of CoVID-19, including larger
polling places, equipment such as partitions and hand-washing stations, and disposable pens, masks and
gowns.
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other responsibilitiesthe Legislature should be cognizant of include state-wide fire safety. Catastrophic
wildland fires will further endanger the poputace with property destruction, loss of life and subsequent
flooding' Firefighters will be especially at risk, being unable to take precautions against COVID-19
infection. The National Forests in Northern Arizona, as well as Coconino county and the city of Flagstaff,
have already prohibited campfires and you should be calling on the Governorend the State Land
Department to immediately do the same for all state Iands.

However, paramount among any other responsibilities of the Legislature is your duty to reconvene and
act quickly and prudently to face the state-wide pandemic emergency. This can be done safely using
technology to propose, discuss and vote on necessary legislation.

Your work is as essential as the front-line workers - grocery store workers, truck drivers, delivery
people, nurses and doctors-who you are tasked with representing. We urge you and your legislative
colleagues to reconvene and address these vitally important priorities.

Respectfully,
Yavapai County Party Executive Committee
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